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PREFACE 


Nagas have been living with nature since time immemorial and in the process; they have 
amassed a rich store of orally transmitted myths and legends relating to the abundant reserve of flora 
and fauna. Though various tribes inhabit the land, the tenor of beliefs and practices, though with some 
variations, carry over the same thread in almost all aspects of life. With regard to folklore on wildlife in 
Naga tribes, customs and traditions, each tribe has their own traditional beliefs and practices. 

The custom and traditions are the result of the different experiences faced by the society. The 
environment they live has a considerable effect on the behavior of human. Human being since time 
immemorial has keen observation on the surroundings around him and learned to extract things for his 
benefit. In the long process of constant interaction with his environment, he observed different impact 
acting upon the things that he exploited. The abundance and scarcity of flora and fauna is well 
distinguished and various strategies with regard to its exploitation and preservation are employed to 
maintain the harmony of the ecosystem. 

The rural Nagas has lived with the forest for time immemorial and as a result various forms of 
custom and beliefs have its base upon the environment where he lives. Agriculture is the main stay of 
the rural Nagas and rice is the chief crop. They followed animistic form of religion which is full of 
rituals and ceremonies. The cultural tradition is a conglomeration of many superstitious beliefs that 
have a great influence in the behavior of the people. No written record in this regard is available 
however; it existed in the form of oral tradition and in the way of life of the people. It is the need of the 
hour that oral tradition is put down into written form and a distinct literature is maintained for easy 
reference and a source of study material in future. The present study not only aims at documenting the 
folklores of various Naga tribes but also makes an attempt to find out the methods employed by our 
forefathers toward conservation and maintaining of ecological balance. Through this study, people 
would be made aware of the threats that awaits our environment and help them know the necessity to 
conserve the environment. It will also throw light to the knowledge of existing rare and endangered 
species and help in drawing ways to protect it from extinction. With habitat identification, wildlife can 
be preserved or protected from being tempered. 


Mr. Albert Solo, IFS 

Mem ber Secretary> 
Nagaland Biodiversity Board 
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demeaned as an individual with low personality. Folklores and folkways sometimes overlap, in the fact 
that such breach of behavior or unexpected conduct of a person is an expression of his disregard to the 
laws of nature or superstitious powers. For example, among some Naga societies, a male member 
should not walk-pass; walk-over or temper female's weaving or knitting articles or else he would not be 
able to kill a game in a hunt. Among some tribes, there is a belief that a man must not answer the natures 
call carrying his hunting equipment or weapon or else he would not kill any game throughout his life. 

Another term called 'Mores' is a behavior pattern that is accepted, traditional, and usually changes 
slowly. To be more precise, it is the customs and behaviors that are typical of a particular social group or 
community. A “more” is generally believed to be conducive to the society's welfare. The breach is 
punished more severely and formally than the breach of folkways. 

ADDENDUM TO INTRODUCTION: 

Legends, myths, fairy tales fables animal tales, households tales, humorous tales, wild life tales, 
ghosts stories, witchcraft stories, anecdotes, proverbs, songs, lullabies etc. are inclusive of folktales. 
Besides, folktales have an educative perspective of the past life and this knowledge renders advice to 
improve conduct and behavior of youngsters. Folktales sometimes help in imparting knowledge of the 
past culture and practices. Most of the elements of cultures have been created through slow and long 
process of human experience and it exist in word of mouth and passed on to the succeeding generations. 

Mazhural Islam has pointed out that folklore is the outcome of the human mind imbued with 
creative feelings. Since ancient time, two faculties of the human mind have been responsible for the 
creation, preservation and transmission of folklore: (1) the creative idea and urge: (2) aesthetic and 
artistic impulse. The traditional training was inspired by this two to help creations of folklore. Folklore 
is the result of man's urge for creativity and impulsive love for beauty. In the long run, his creation 
becomes a convention and accepted by the members of society, imbibed in the way of life of the people. 
Thus, folklore is the product of culture as it finds its expression through culture. 

The content of culture can be best discerned through the study of its component parts like, 
customs, traditions, beliefs, people, institutions, productions and techniques of productions, science 
and technology, art and literature, economy, social, political and religion etc. folklore thus becomes a 
part of culture, as it is basically the product of mans' learned tradition, and customs based on social 
heritage. 

In many respect, folklore depended on the geographical conditions, linguistic position and 
social interest based on conformity of livelihood. Therefore, folklore should be viewed as to how it 
relates with the society and in what manner it influence the culture. With regard to folklores in the Naga 
society, it is obvious that variations exists, however, many occur with version differences. 


INTRODUCTION 


Folklore existed in the form of an oral narration which has sustained by means of folk stories and 
contains element of the past tradition. Some scholars believe that it is the literature of the past that had 
its continuity from one generation to another through oral tradition. There is no scope for its creation or 
re-creation in the present day world because societies have developed considerably and little attention is 
given to the oral tradition of the past. Now, such stories are found in written form and the oral tradition 
of handing down such stories is at the verge of extinction. 

All Folklore can be considered as folktales however all folktales are not folklores. This is due to 
the fact that folklores have its association with the belief, customs and tradition of the past way of life. 
The primitive society had animistic belief and their religious life take its base from the superstitious 
existence of natural powers. The religious life of the past people had a strong molding effect in their 
way of life. The traditional customs were preserved in the form of oral narration that is handed down 
through oral tradition. There was no knowledge of writing and the old folks might have relished on 
inventing folktales and in some of which were incoiporated strong superstitious belief, of which the 
scholars of today categorized it as folklores. 

The word “folklore” was first coined by William Thoms a folklorist from Germany. This epithet is 
a compound word. Folklore - the lore of the people. The word is a hyphenated one, folk-lore, but later on 
the hyphen was omitted. The word is self explanatory; it include, the manners, customs, traditions, 
norms, values, observances, superstitions, ballads, proverbs etc. of the past olden times. (Ref. Mazharul 
Islam 1985). 


Folkways on the other hand, are a conventional way of behavior. It is a system of conduct of a 
person in the society and a breach of which is punishable informally. Punishment may be by means of 
avoidance, ostracism, and exclusion. For example, taking off one's hat to a lady is a folkway in the 
United States. A person who drifts away from the common way of behavior creates an uncomfortable 
situation and is hence avoided by many of their company. For instance, when a young person farts in the 
presence of an elderly people he has breached the conventional honor due to elders of a society and he is 


METHODOLOGY APPLIED 


Four (4) Project Assistants were engaged in carrying the research work on “Folktales and 
folklores of Naga Tribes with special emphasis on preservation of wildlife and habitat identification”. 
The Project Assistants collected the required data through direct observation method. Interview 
method was utilized to collect the information's from various resource persons from each tribe studied. 
At least three villages are covered in each tribe to collect the required data. The elderly people in the 
villages were the main resource persons in the course of executing the research operation. Open 
interview method was carried out to each individual informant in various villages and out of which the 
authenticated stories were taken into consideration for final write-up. The informant narrated stories of 
relevant topics and the researcher recorded it. Besides recording the narration, questions relating to the 
topic of study were asked to extract information that pertains to the objective of the study. 

With regard to the habitat identification, various earmarked areas were spot-visited and 
photographs collected with direct participation. Identification of species of folklore importance was 
done on the basis of first hand observation, and through secondary data etc. Oral narrations were 
constructed into written form and various observations were extracted from the stories to deduce 
certain conclusions and suggestions in the concluding chapter. 



Many tribes share similar folklores and folktales but the origin of it cannot be attributed to a 
particular tribe. It is a well-known fact that each tribe has a distinct language of its own however; 
dialectical variation is common with a tribe. In spite of the vast variation in the language setup, Nagas 
share many common features, and this can be attributed to the similar geographical conditions that 
Nagas tribals inhabit. 

Folklore was purely in oral form and therefore, language was an essential component for its 
creation and transmission. Interactions through trade, warfares, peace and friendship treaties were 
common phenomenon. These interactions existed not only at inter village level but also at intertribal 
level. As a result of interaction, diffusion and assimilation of cultural elements took place. Therefore, 
occurrences of similar folklores are indispensable in the Naga context. 


VI 



Chapter I 

Folklores and folktales of different Naga tribes 


THE ANGAMI NAGA TRIBE 


Folklores 

Why Cock Crows at Dawn 

The sun is very large and resembles a field. The sun is regarded as male and the moon, a female. 
The Sun would come out only during the daytime because it was afraid of the dark. Whenever it comes 
out, it blushes and becomes extremely red out of shyness, this produces large flames like lightning, and 
this is how we get light during daytime. In the beginning, the sun scarcely comes out of its place and the 
earth was dark. Man then 
went to the sun and pleaded 
the sun to come but it 
refused. The man sent a bull 
to call the sun however it did 
not respond. Then he sent a 
pig but that too came back 
disappointed. He also sent a 
dog to call the sun to come 
but it never came and at last a 
fowl was sent however at 
first the sun would not listen 
to the call of the fowl. So the 
cock said to the sun that he 
would go and look for the sun 
himself and whenever 



<3> 


anything touches him he would crow and 
this compelled the sun to come out. Since 
then the sun has always come when the 
cock crows for him. 




-aim 




Story ofMan, Tiger and Spirit. ~yy ' 7 fjjj 

spirits were living together. They had an •'Oft?**- uM^ 

ailing mother to take care of. The three of * 
them took turns to look after their mother 
when the other two set out into the jungle in 

search of food. When it is the man’s turn, the mother is found clean and healthy and when it is the spirits' 
turn, the mother would be found happy and well kept. However, when the tiger took its turn, the mother 
was found weak and dirty in the evening. The tiger always grumbled and snarled at anything and gave 
trouble to everyone. 

The man ate his food cooked in fire and the tiger had it raw while the spirit just had it smoke dried. 
One day the mother got tired of the family quarrels and decided to part with each other and live 
independently. She made a grass mark and set it up in the jungle and asked the tiger and the man to touch 
it. A condition was laid in which the person who first touches the mark will live in the villages and the 
looser would live in the dark jungle. In the meantime before the race begun, the spirit told the man to call 
out first that he had touched the mark and then the spirit would shoot an arrow in the mark to show that 
the man had really reached the spot first. The race was held the next and as they ran a little way into the 

jungle, the man cried out that he 
J had touched the target, by then 

r,_ the spirit shot an arrow and hit 

/ t the target. When the tiger 

finally came he found out that 
V been deceived and he 

r \ 11 went away angry into the 

v '" a ® ean< | onec ' a ‘’ , * iesent * cat 


iT\ ^ 


at one time and so asked the tiger to put a leg of a deer whenever it killed one. The cat muddled the 
message and told the tiger that the man had asked the tiger to hang the deer on the wall for him whenever 
he killed a deer. The tiger felt that the man asked for the whole deer to be kept for him and since then 
tiger hated the man. On the other hand, the man was angry that the tiger never keep his share even 
though they were brothers at one time. To this day when a man kills a tiger, he says that god has killed it 
not him. He would say so because tigers would say that a man has killed his brother and devour on man. 
The tiger felt that man is stronger because he could lift large rocks whereas it could not and that is why 
tigers are afraid of man. 

The Fig Tree 







Once a man was traveling to another village but it became dark before he could get to the village. 
It soon became dark and ghosts started to come out. He killed one of the ghosts with his spear and slept 
under a great stone that was lying under the shelter of a fig tree. He got hungry and ate the fruit of the fig 
tree. As he lay down to sleep many ghosts came in search of their lost friend. The ghosts were carrying 
torches and were calling their friend. Later on, the ghosts took up the dead body of their friend and went 
away. After some time, he heard another tree call out to the fig tree to come and heal him. However, the 


fig tree replied that he cannot attend to the sick that night because he had a guest at home. After a few 
moments, the tree that had called the fig tree fell down and died. The fig tree told the man that the tree had 
been suffering from fever for a long time and died that night. The next morning when the man woke up 
he found the fruit of the fig tree had ripened and he ate it to his fill and continued his journey. When he 
reached the village he narrated all what happened during his journey to his friends and then on the 
Angamis say that the fig is the chief priest of the trees. 






A Mouse and a Man 

A man found rice 
growing in the centre of a 
pond however as he did not 
know how to swim, he asked 

gnawed the stalk of the rice ( ( ^ 

and brought it to the man. I 'Sf 

The man told the mouse to -w —1 (7 

come and take his share of V_>W5> y,' l Ik 1TV\ 

rice but the mouse replied 

that it had very small head , ^ 

and cannot carry the rice. 

Instead, it asked the man to 

allow it to eat a little of rice everyday in the bam and the man permitted the mice to do so. Therefore to 
this day mice eat their share of rice from the bam of man. 




How Dogs Came To Live With Man 

In the beginning the dog was a wandering wild animal. The dog did not have any hole to live in and 
was lonely. The dog therefore went in search of someone to live together. At first the dog went to live 
with a tiger however when they go for hunting the dog barks too much and the tiger did not like it because 
it could not hunt with a barking dog. The dog left the tiger and went to live with an elephant but the 
elephant also said that the tiger would find them if it barks, and sent him away. The dog went to the wild 
dogs and they hunted together. They could kill small animals and ate together but the wild dog did not 
like the way dogs hunt. The dogs hunt barking while wild dogs hunt in silence. They could not adjust 


with each other and they parted. 

After this the dog went to the 
barking deer seeming that they 
have the same behavior 
however, the dog wanted to 
devour on the deer's young 
ones, moreover the dog barks 
too much that the deer left the 
dog alone. 

Finally the dog went to 
live with man. The man taught 
the dog how to hunt. The man 
also found that barking was 
very useful for him while hunting therefore he kept the dog with him. Since then dog had lived with man. 
The Bear 

The bear is considered as 
the most stupid animal. It builds 
its nest on the tree and climbs up to 
sleep there, however, when it 
rains, the bear thinks that it has 
mistaken his place and climbs 
down to the ground. When it 
reaches the ground it recollects the 
hardship rendered to make its 
house in the tree and climbs up 
again to sleep there. However, 
when the rain continued it would 
again climb down again confused. 
When ever it reaches the ground it would remember that it had built its nest in such a way that rain cannot 
pour in and it repeats the same mistake as long as there is rain. Therefore, the bear is considered as the 
most stupid of all animals. 




The Superstitious Beliefs in The Custom Of The Angami Nagas 


Before going out for hunting the 
Angamis perform certain omen 
seeking rituals. They used twigs sliced 
into small pieces and were thrown on 
the ground. The conglomerate of the 
sliced twigs was interpreted by a 
person who performed the omen. If 
the omen was not suitable, the hunting 
party may retreat or even cancel the 
plan to go for hunting. They also rely 
on the interpretation of dreams to carry 
out certain activities. 

Folk beliefs with regard to food habits were popular among the Angami Nagas. Pork, beefs, 
chickens are the commonest meat food for the Angamis. Dog, Cat or even crow is eaten occasionally 
depending upon chance. Kites and hawks are special delicacy. 

There were few sorts of meat which the Angamis did not eat. For instance, the flesh of a black fork- 
tail with a white head is genna for young people to eat however there was no restriction for old people. 
The flesh of tiger and leopard were never eaten by women. It might not be cooked even inside the house 
but could be cooked separately in the porch or outside the house. The pots that were used daily in the 
kitchen hearth were not used for cooking such meat. It was prohibited to be cooked inside the house 
because the tiger was once the brother of man in the past. 

The Angamis did not allow women folks to eat the meat of a he-goat in the fear that they will 
acquire the lecherous propensities of the goat. The flesh of animal which were killed by other beast were 
not eaten. The tree dwelling animals and monkeys were also not eaten because these animals were 
associated with destroying crops and therefore would affect the economy of a women's hand when they 
go to the bam to take out paddy for the family. It was feared that if they would eat of the meat of these 
animals their bam would be exhausted sooner than expected. The kites were also not eaten by women 
folks because of the belief that their liver would swell and more over cultivate habit of a desire to seize 
upon and bite living things. 

Certain gennas were also due to Angami children. For instance, the brains of animals were not 
served to children in the fear that they would grow white hair even at very young age. The Kite was also 
not eaten by young people because it was feared that the young people would become ill-tempered and 
easy to get angry. The meat of young animals bom dead was not eaten by young people. An old man may 
cat such meat if he lives solitary and without young inmates. 
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FOLKTALES 


The Battle of Snakes and Birds 

The smallest bird and the lizards were friends once upon a time. One l/jj 

day they decided to make a well and both fetched water from it. But, jf&YL 
whenever the lizard goes to fetch water, it becomes dirty and the bird could 
not get clean water. The smallest bird complained that the lizard always 
made the water dirty before its pitcher is full, but the lizard would never 
listen and continued to behave the same. The lizard got annoyed due to 
many complains and asked the smallest bird to call all birds together and IT 

the lizard also called all reptiles. They decided to meet at the foot of a tree { 

and fight. 

The battle started between the birds and the reptiles. The birds flew high in the sky and came down 
swiftly and carried off snakes however they were afraid of the biggest snake. The crow then flew and 
caught the biggest snake by its claws but as it was flying up, it missed its grip and the snake feel upon a big 
stone and the snake broke into pieces. The small broken pieces turned into many snakes again. Had the 
crow managed to carry off the snake, the other snakes would have died too. Now the birds were more 
afraid and the smallest bird flew and flew in search of the biggest bird and finally finds it. It requested the 
biggest bird to come and kill the biggest snake, which has a comb-like a cock in its head. The biggest bird 
told the smallest bird that it could not come because there would be no one to feed its young ones. Then 
the smallest bird offered its service to feed the young ones and the bird agreed to kill the biggest snake. 
The biggest bird went to the battlefield and caught the biggest snake with its strong claws and flew up 
very high in the air and stooped, dropped the snake and killed it. 

A Mouse and a Greedy Man 

Once a man was going to his field and on the way he 
caught a mouse and brought it home. He put the mouse in a 
box. After a few days, he opened the box and found that the 
mouse had turned into a beautiful girl. When he found the 4 

girl he thought to get her married off to the greatest man in the 
world so that he could become a rich man. When the girl 
reached a marriageable age he took her to the king and asked 

him to marry the girl because he thought that the king was the ■ s g 5 r , ~ I 

greatest man on earth. When the king knew that the man ej* ■- \ 1 

wanted to get his daughter married to the greatest man on y j ^ 








earth, he told the man that water was greater than him because when he went to take bath in the river the 
water would carry him away and that the water was greater than him. 

The man then went to the water and asked to marry his daughter because it was the greatest of all 
but the water replied that the wind was greater because it could not resist the strong blow of the wind. 
The man thought the wind was the greatest and went to offer his daughter for marriage but the wind also 
replied that it was not the greatest. The wind told the man that the mountain was stronger because when 
it blew the mountain blocked its way. It said to the man that it could blow upon and move all other things 
but could not move the mountain. 

The man then went to the mountain to give his daughter for marriage however the mountain also 
replied that it was not the greatest because a mouse would dug a hole on it when ever it like and therefore 
it said that the mouse was greater. After this attempt, the man had nowhere to go but return home with 
his daughter. The beautiful girl again turned into a mouse and went away. 

The Monkey and the Jackal 

A monkey and a jackal were good friends however they hardly meet each other. One day they met 
in a jungle and the jackal said to the monkey that it wishes to be like the monkey because monkey can 
climb tall trees, pluck its preferred fruit, and eat. The monkey on the other hand envied the jackal's 
position saying that the jackal could sneak into man's house and get rice, meat, fowls, and anything it 
wanted. 

The two friends agreed to a plan that each one would bring the best food it could find so that both 
will taste the food to see whose collection was better. When they had brought their choice food, the 



monkey asked the jackal to offer it first and the jackal complied and gave the monkey what it had 
brought. The monkey took it and climbed to the top of a tree and ate it all but did not give any fruit to the 
jackal. The jackal got very angry and went away saying that it would punish the monkey. 

The jackal trod into the jungle and found a wild taro groove and waited there for the monkey. The 
monkey came and found the jackal and asked what it was doing? The jackal replied that it guards a rich 
man's sugarcane field and eats as much sugar cane as it wanted. The monkey asked the jackal to let it eat 
one however, the jackal told the monkey that the owner would be angry if it let others to eat it. However, 
the monkey pleaded and the jackal allowed the monkey to eat one. 

They monkey eagerly went and plucked one stem of the taro tuber and ate it but within no time the 
monkey's throat began to irritate and the monkey went away angrily. After this incident, the monkey 
went into the jungle, found a beehive, and waited for the jackal. The jackal came and found the monkey 
near a beehive. The jackal wanted to bite the beehive but the monkey told the jackal not to bite it until it 
had gone behind a hill. When the monkey had gone behind the hill, the jackal bit the beehive and was 
badly stung. 

After this, the Jackal went to a pond where it was overgrown with grass so that the water could not 
be seen. It sat there and waited for the monkey to come. The monkey came that way as expected and 
asked the Jackal what it was up to. The jackal replied that it guards a rich man's clothes. The monkey 
asked if it could join the job to render service to the rich man, however, the jackal denied. The monkey 
then said that it was going to jump down on the rich mans clothes from the tree, and the jackal agreed. 
The monkey jumped down and was drowned in the water. 

The Grateful Doe 

Once there lived a man who was very 
successful in hunting. One day he called his fellow 
villagers to go on a hunt but when the villagers got a 
game, he was not given his share on the other hand 
one day he met a doe but did not shoot it. After a few 
days the great hunter was traveling without any set 
destination. On the way he met a snake, which turned 
into a beggar, and asked where the hunter was going. 

The hunter said that he was going to travel and the 
snake said it was also going to travel and join the 
man. While the two were traveling they met a man 
who had transformed itself into a man from a frog. 



The frog man asked where the two of them were going and they replied that they were going to travel. 
The frogman also joined them. The three of them travelled for some time and met a beautiful woman 
washing her hair in the stream. The woman was a doe transformed into a beautiful lady. The lady also 
joined them. 

After a long and tiresome travel they reached a country and the hunter man got married with the 
lady who was traveling with him. At this place they met a rich man who was very cruel. The rich man 
ordered the hunter to build a wet paddy field and make rice grow in it within one day. If the hunter could 
not do it he would be killed. The hunter became very sad because of the impossible task. He went home 
and told his wife of what the rich man of the country had demanded however, the hunter man's wife 
remained cool and told her husband not to worry. She told her husband to cut off her head but it was 
impossible for him to do so because he loved her dearly. But, the wife pleaded that it was the only way 
by which the rich man's demand could be made possible. The hunter man had no other choice but 
comply with his wife's advice. He cut off his wife's head and spread it to make the rice grow in the field. 
The husband was very sad and did not come home. His wife was already home with all the food cooked 
ready for the husband. When the hunter did not show up for long the wife sent the beggar to find her 
husband. When the hunter came home he saw his wife alive. He was surprised to see her again because 
he had already killed her. The wife convinced the hunter and they had their food. After food the wife told 
her husband that they should return back to their respective country. She told the hunter that she was 
once upon a time spared from being killed during a hunt. The lady was no other than the doe that the 
hunter had once deliberately refused to shoot when he went for hunting with his fellow villagers. After 
this, the lady turned itself into a doe and went into the jungle and the beggar into a snake and the other 
man into a frog and they departed. The man also went back to his home. 




THE AO NAGAS 


A. Taboos relating to specific animals and birds: 

Q\vU One day in the ancient times, a meeting of all animals and birds was convened. The agenda 
of the meeting was to decide the existence of day and night. After a long deliberation, the owl opined, 
Let there exist either darkness or light forever”. In utter disagreement, all the animals out of fury 
trampled the owl for its foolish decision and since then the shape of the owl's head is said to have become 
flat. The meeting resumed again without any result. At last, the humming bird stood up w'ith an opinion. 
The humming bird suggested that all creatures including man should live a specific life span of its own 
and during which they can reproduce and when they are old, they should die. The other suggestion was 
that, there should be equal duration of day and night where all creatures can choose to work and rest. 
These wise suggestions were unanimously accepted by all creatures. Therefore, in acknowledgement of 
their appreciation, all the animals rubbed their hands on the head and body of the humming bird, and it 
became very small in size. 

This is the reason why owl's meat is forbidden from eating lest a man becomes foolish or unwise 
like the owl. 

S nakes & monke ys: During pregnancy of one's wife, the husband is forbidden from killing 
snakes and monkeys as it was believed that their child would be bom with a semblance of those killed 
animals. 


M e at of animals k illed by tiger and wolves: The meat of animals killed by tiger and wolves were 
forbidden from eating lest the domestic animals would not prosper. 


Crow: The crow, in the beginning was a beautiful and colorful bird and therefore was immensely 
proud of its beauty and loved to show it off. One day the crow flew and perch at the edge of a pot in which 
a woman was boiling indigo for dyeing clothes. The bird admires itself on the reflection of the boiling 
liquid. The crow fell into the pot and the dye turned its beautiful color into black. Since this day, people 
do not eat its meat lest they become as proud as the crow. 

Another version is that since crows eat the carcasses of dead animals and even corpses, they are 
rendered as unclean birds and therefore crow meat is not eaten. 


Mag gi eX Nangnang): The magpie bird is also considered as unclean, because it is very proud of 
its colour and beauty, and least care of anything. Once it flew down and carelessly perched on a pole on 
which a pot of womb was propped up. (In olden days after childbirth, the womb was put inside a broken 
earthen pot and propped up on a pole and kept in the outskirts of the village. The womb was considered 


an unclean object, so also the pole on which it was propped up). That is why the flesh of the magpie 
became a taboo. 


Pangolin (Kulep): Pangolin is considered as an unclean animal because it resembles a lizard, its 
sex is hard to distinguish and it is also very slow. Thus people do not eat its meat lest they become as lazy 
and as useless as the pangolin. 

Certain food Taboo for women: After the women have been tattooed, they were forbidden to eat 
eggs, frogs, crabs and certain kind of fish and meat, which they were formerly permitted to eat; for 
should they eat these forbidden foods the tattoo marks would break out into ugly sores. 


B. Legends, beliefs and practices of the Aos relating to plants, stones/rocks, hills and rivers: 

1. Lightning affected trees: This kind of trees was never cut for use in construction of houses lest 
sores would spread amongst the family members. 

2. For construction of houses, wood were not felled from amongst a clump where more than one 
tree had grown lest the inhabitants of that house would die prematurely. Such wood was neither 
used for constructing bridges. 

3. Sacred stones: Some mountains or large rocks are believed to be the dwelling places of sacred 
po wers. Therefore, each year, a sacrifice is offered to the god of the 1. mountains and rocks for 
protection and blessings. The Aos, were in fact, worshippers of stones that protected them from many 
eventualities in the past. The most 

famous is the Jangjalong, a huge 
boulder on the top of the 
Changkikong range between 
Waromung and Dibuia. Jangjalong 
used to be at war with Kibulong, a 
huge boulder in the Lotha area 
between Lakhuti and Akuk. One 
day, Kibulong went to the Ao area 
and killed one of Jangjalongs' men 
and took his head. At that time, 

Jangjalong was in his fields but on 
hearing the alarm sounded by his 

men, he hurried back home. When he heard of what Kibulong had done, he chased after him with such 
speed that he caught him at Longpha (Ao village) and forced Kibulong to drop the head. Kibulong 
succeeded in getting away but the head, which he was forced to drop, immediately turned into stone. 



The stone was taken charge of by another stone, Longphalung, which laid a flat stone over it as a man 
would lay a cloth over a corpse. 

In the olden times, the god of Jangjalong had a bad reputation of being a poltergeist. Boys 
sleeping at the far end of the morung would be knocked off from the beds on which they were sleeping 
by invisible hands and were even carried bodily outside the village. Animals tied up for sacrifice would 
often be found let loose. The spirit of the stone was, however, not malignant. Sometimes it would appear 
in the dreams of the person who performed the animal sacrifices and tell them of what would happen in 
the future. The spirit of the stone was revered and no one spat nor jabbed spear into the ground when 
passing the stone and if disturbed it was likely to bring on a bad storm. A yearly sacrifice was offered by 
a man of the Kubzar clan, with a man of the Molier clan as his assistant. In return, they had the right to 
cultivate a certain piece of land. No longer do people offer the annual sacrifice nor are oaths sworn over 
it. And though the glory of the stone has departed and the tree which grew out of its top was also cut 
down and defiled, yet, this sacred stone is still being preserved by the community till today. 

4. Sacred rivers: The Aos believed in a female water deity called, Alachetla (the guardian of the 
well and water source) who devoured human beings when proper sacrifices were not offered. When the 
rivers overflowed and destroyed crops, it was believed that she was angry; or when the monsoon failed, 
it was assumed that Alachetla had not been fed well. For this, they observe a days' ceremony to clean and 
offer sacrifices to the village well. Even today such kind of ceremony is being observed by villagers in 
their own way invoking blessings for timely monsoon and a plentiful harvest. 

C. Ancient conservation practices while clearing jungle for cultivation: 

1. While clearing the jungle for cultivation, it was a common practice among the people to leave a 
small patch of the jungle intact so that birds could come to feed and nest on it. 

2. Big trees were considered sacred and therefore they were never cut down at random. If they were 
to be cut down, it was to be done by a befitting person in a certain way. After being cut down, a flat 
stone had to be put on top of the stump so that no curse would come upon the person who had cut 
it. Moreover, people were forbidden from doing any unclean activities around trees and plants. 

D. Traditional & indigenous knowledge system: 

Time keepers: Every activity of cultivation practice is well guided by certain time keepers 
(birds). Thus people watch them very carefully to know a given season and weather condition. They are 
very popular. Some of them are mentioned below: 

1) Cuckoo bird (Singing of pako-pako): When this bird gives a distinct sound, it is now time for 
sowing seeds in the new field. 

2) Tragopan (Ongenkentempong): This bird appears once a year and disappears thereafter. That is 


13 



why it is known as heavenly bird. Its appearance signifies the time for preliminary preparation of 
Moatsu festival therefore people carefully watch the appearance of this heavenly bird. 

3) Cicada (singing of Matsungi): During spring as the seeds start to germinate, the singing of this 
insect is heard. Their continuous singing is believed to be a sign of encouragement to the crops to 
grow fast. In Ao language 'tsung' means to advise or to encourage 

4) Cicada (Jangjangkhok): This is another singing cicada (bigger in size) that appears in May-June. 
'Jangjang' means light/liquid curry and kho/takho refers to bitter. During this season though field 
work is heavy, people are compelled to take very light and bitter curry as long as the insect sings 
jangjangkhoko. 

5) Manning: This small bird appears in last part of July and early part of August. Its singing 
encourages the plants to stand firm and keep ready for a rich harvest. It is the harbinger of 
Tsungrem Mong festival celebrated in the first week of August before the harvest. 

6) Ongnang: It proclaims the time for pre-harvest starting from the old field (maipu/apen) followed 
by harvesting of the new field (Ludi) in September. As soon as it appears and gives the signal, a 
new season of the Calendar year takes place. It is also called Ongliyang, as it sings 'ongliyang 
ongliyang'... and disappears after harvest. 

7) Monkey: When the monkeys gibber at around eleven to twelve o'clock at noon during summer 
that is the time to have daytime meal for those who stay at home in the village (Kidangmonger) 

8) Hornets: If the hornets make their hives on the tree top, it is a sign of natural calamity such as 
hailstorms, thunder storms with strong wind etc. But if they make their hives in the lower parts of 
the tree it a clear indicator of inevitable natural calamity that particular year. 

9) Woodworms: When woodworms (sunglong) stay upward inside the log of a tree and bamboo 
nuts, it indicates dry monsoon (tsukla) but when it stays downward, it indicates wet monsoon 
(meyikum). 


Folklores ofAoNaga 

The Bat and the Flying Squirrel: 

Once upon a time, a meeting was convened to decide separate administrative setups between the 
animals and birds. The animals and birds unanimously agreed to establish their respective independent 
administrative councils. In order to run their own government, they resolved to conduct a 'FundDrive'. 
When the collectors from amongst the animals approached the bat and the flying squirrel, they 
displayed their flying ability before the collectors saying they were birds, not animals. Seeing them 
flying, the birds went to them asking payment of the tax; the bat and the flying squirrel hid their fleshy 
wings and exhibited their walking ability thereby claiming that they were animals. Thus both of them 
avoided the tax payment to neither groups by making the excuses. 

Later they realized that they had committed a gross blunder. They felt ashamed of themselves for 
not joining any of the parties. Thus it is said that bats and flying squirrels move in search of food only 
during night out of shame. For the same reason flying squirrels sleep in the hollow of a tree trunk hidden 
from the eyes of both animals and birds. The bats also sleep in caves and hollows hanging upside down 
unlike any other creatures. It is said that as a curse and punishment even natural calamities such as 
lightning flash hits the hollow of trees where the flying squirrel and the bats sleep. 

Exchange of Horns between Dog and Goat: 

In the beginning the dog had horns but not the 
goat as of today. One day the dog was lapping on 
the hollow of rice pounding wooden mortar after 
taking off her horns like a hat. At that time, a goat 
came by, took away the horns, and wore it. 

Hence the goat has horns while the dog has 
none. From that day onwards the two domestic 
animals are said to have become arch enemies. 

Life Giving Plant: 

One day, two brothers namely Atongba and his younger brother Anashaba, the descendents of 
Longdisang of Chungliyimti went for fishing in order to serve their ailing parents with fresh fish curry. 
On reaching the river, they started their work and soon caught a good number of fishes. After cleaning 
the fishes, they put them into a bamboo container to cook it as usual (pongsen). They plucked certain 
wild leaves in the river bank to cap off the bamboo container as a stopper while cooking. After putting 
every item into the container, they placed it in the fire to cook. 



v ^ Later, when the cooking was 

. done, they took off the stopper made out 
of the wild leaves in order to taste the 
^ fish curry but they were amazed to see 

were taken aback to witness such an 
^ eventful development and they wanted 

i « Sw-^^4, to find out the secret of the event. 

4 1 \ Therefore, they put the fishes again into 

the bamboo container by replacing the 
wild leaves that were used as stoppers 

in the fire for cooking. After sometime, 
they took out the entire fishes from the bamboo container and surely, they were nicely cooked. In order 
to make it very certain, they again experiment the same thing by using the same wild leaves as a stopper. 
To their great amazement, this time also they found all the fishes alive as before. The whole day the 
brothers repeated their experiment in order to confirm their remarkable discovery. They thus 
incidentally found out about this incredible life-giving plant which would turn dead fishes into living 
ones.. 

From this they came to understand that the leaves they used had the special ability to give life. 
Therefore, they took the leaves home and placed them under the head of their ailing parents. Soon their 
parents recovered from their sickness. However, they did not disclose it and kept it a secret except for 
use among their immediate family members. Thus no one from amongst their family suffered from any 
ailment. 


The Story of the Bird Tsungli: 

Once upon a time all the birds decided to make a water pond so that they could easily quench their 
thirst by drinking water from their pond. So, one fine day they all participated in making the pond except 
the bird tsungli who passed the day idly flying in the high sky. So, all the birds decided not to allow this 
idle bird to drink water from any pond. 

Hence, the tsungli bird had no chance to fly down to drink water from any pond for when she flew 
down to drink water from the pond all the birds used to chase her away. Her only hope was to pray to the 
rain god. So, whenever she felt thirsty, she called out - “tsungli, tsungli, (rain, rain)”. The rain god heard 
her plea and poured down rain water. The bird tsungli, thus quenched her thirst by drinking the raindrops 
while flying in the high sky. 


From that day onwards, when this bird feels thirsty it sings for rain, Therefore, when we hear this 
bird singing TSUNGLI'TSUNGLI'” it means very soon there will be rain. This bird never comes down 
to the ground to drink water. 

The Story of the Bird Kongdong: 

Once upon a time a man 
went into a big jungle for hunting 
wild boar. While chasing a boar, he 
reached the gate of heaven. At that 
time, the two beautiful daughters 
of the lord of heaven saw him 
chasing the boar, so they shouted 
at him, “Why you are chasing our 
pigs”. At that moment the lord of 
the heaven came out and asked 
him the same question. But instead 
of replying, he stared at the two 
beautiful girls and requested the 
lord of heaven that he wanted to marry one of his daughters. Finding him brave and handsome, the lord 
of the heaven agreed to his proposal. So, the man returned home with one of the girls. But what the man 
did not know at this time was that his wife daily ate human flesh; when she did not eat her beauty faded 
and she looked like an old woman. So to avoid such situations, she called her father with magical power 
and asked for human flesh. Her father came to her rescue but only his palm was visible. She took the 
flesh brought by her father and ate it. This continued for quite some time but one day one of her brothers- 
in-law found her eating human flesh and reported this to her husband. Both the husband and the brother- 
in-law then scolded and warned her that she should give up this horrible practice. 

However, the wife could not stop her eating habit. Later, her father-in-law and brother-in-law 
made a plan to drive her out of the house. So, one day both of them took her to the jungle on the pretext of 
collecting jungle fruits. They crossed many forests and at last reached a dark and thick area. There they 
found a huge and tall tree full of ripened fruits on the tree top. The woman was asked to climb up the tree 
followed by her brother-in-law. As both of them climbed up, the brother-in-law cut down the branches so 
that she could not climb down; when both of them reached a certain height, the young man intentionally 
dropped his big knife. He told the woman to wait there while he went down to collect the knife and climb 
up again. 

The poor woman could not guess his trick. The young man picked up the knife and returned with 



the old man. The woman waited the whole day but the young brother-in-law did not climb up to the tree 
as promised. As it became dark, she felt scared and cried out, “obu Kongdong, obu Kongdong (grandpa 
Kongdong)....” The days passed, but her cry was in vain. No one came to her help. 

The story says that this woman at last turned into a bird and continued calling- 'obu kongdong, 
obu kongdong' and thus she is known by this name. This bird lives in deep, dark thick jungles on tree 
tops. 

The Elephant and the Bird Finch: 

Once upon a time a bird 
pentzu (finch) and an elephant 
had a quarrel for leadership. The 
elephant claimed that among the 
animals he was bigger in size and 
stronger so he should be regarded 
as the leader. He insulted the bird 
which was sitting on a huge 
branch of a tree by saying that a 
small creature like her do not 
have any right to claim for 
leadership of the living creatures. 

She cried out, “Aye you elephant, 
run away, the big branch of tree is 
falling down. If you want to spare your life, run away from here” The bird pentzu produced a loud sound 
with the help of her two tiny wings. When the elephant heard the sound, he thought the bird was telling 
the truth. If the branch of the tree under which he was standing fell down, it may kill him he thought. So, 
he ran away from there. 

On seeing the elephant running away, the bird pentzu shouted loudly, “Hey elephant, you are a 
coward. Though you are bigger in size, you don't have any shelter. You do not have nest to keep your 
young ones. But look at me, though I am small physically, I own my own nest; warm feathers to cover 
my body and two wings to fly anywhere I wish, high in the sky. Therefore, do not try to claim yourself as 
a leader. I may be small but I am not a fool or a coward like you.” 





How The Friendship of the Water And Land Wizard Turned Sour: 

Once upon a time, there were two wizards - ^ 

Pongyangtsung, the water wizard and Kimatsung, 
the land wizard. Though they lived in different 
villages, they were good friends and met 

frequently. One day, they met near the Milak River. 

The water wizard, Pongyangtsung, wanted his 

friend to have a nice meal so he put his right hand *** 1 K A 

into the river and caught a big fish. He cooked it V?T ?7 

and offered it to his friend. They both ate happily 2? ^ 

and then departed. 

A few days later, they met again in a nearby forest. Kimatsung, the land wizard also wanted to 
offer his friend a good meal. So, he clapped his hands and all the animals of the jungle assembled. 
However, they dispersed again as they did not want to trouble Kimatsung's wife who was pregnant at 
that time. But there was a 'porcupine' (Jepju) nearby and Kimatsung got hold of it and killed it. He then 

cooked the meat and the two friends ate it heartily. They departed again and did not meet each other for 
several years. 

During this time, Pongyangtsung became very rich. In order to show off his wealth, he decided to 
give a big feast in his village and invited his friend, Kimatsung. Kimatsung accepted the invitation and 
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came to the feast with two beautiful birds; each perched on the antlers of a stag. As soon as he reached 
Pongyangtsung's village, the villagers rushed out to greet him. Even the women, who were pounding 
rice, rushed out to greet him and the heavy pounding sticks fell down on the ground. Unfortunately, one 
of the pounding sticks hit a boy and he died instantly. The villagers saw it as a bad omen and the feast was 
cancelled. Pongyangtsung was greatly disappointed and could not say anything to his friend. His friend 
too could not do anything and returned to his own village. 

Not long after the incident, Kimatsung also became rich and like his friend, he decided to hold a 
big feast in his village to which he invited his friend Pongyangtsung. Pongyangtsung accepted the 
invitation but on the day of the feast instead of attending the feast, he caused all the water in the rivers 
and the springs to dry up. As all the water had dried up, Kimatsung sent two girls from his village to 
Molungkhong, a place where spring water was available to fetch water for the feast. However, the two 
girls disappeared without a trace. Thus, Pongyangtsung avenged his friends' earlier deed. 

From that day onwards, the two wizards, who had at one time been bosom buddies, became 
enemies. Today the spring from where the girls disappeared is known as 'Lazama Tsupu' which means 
'The spring where the girls got lost'. 


The Two Carnivorous Brothers: 

Once upon a time, a tiger and a cat were bom to same parents. The cat being physically weaker was 
naturally assigned to do the domestic work while the tiger being superior in physical strength, did all the 
hunting and brought plenty of provision. 

The cat kept the house 
neat and clean. But the tiger 
would dirty the house again as JT^ 

soon as he returned from his 
hunts. Since the cat was very ^ ^ 

tidy, he resented his elder ‘ 

brother's untidiness. No amount 

of advice could bring any ^ 

change of habits. Nevertheless, 
they somehow continued to live 

The brothers made a 

small cozy home under a huge ~ 

pile of rocks which was well 
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protected from rain and storm. However, they did not have fire as they were too scared to steal it from 
man's dwelling. Man, being superior, would not let any animals inside his house. But one morning, the 
tiger got bold and decided to steal fire from the man's house. The cat objected saying, “Your body is too 
large and heavy. You will not be able to walk quietly or squeeze through the back door. You will make 
noise and make yourself a target for man's spear. Let me do the job instead. My body is small and I will 
be able to enter the man's house without being noticed. I shall steal the fire from the hearth and bring it 
home so that we may be able to cook our meat and stay warm in winter cold and stormy nights”. 
Although the tiger was angry, the proposition sounded sensible to him and he finally agreed to it. 

So, one fine morning, the cat went to a man's house. After everyone had left for work, the cat came 
out of hiding and entered the house. The moment he entered, the aroma of cooked food assailed his 
nostrils and he was tempted to taste it. To his luck, there was sufficient meat and dried fish in the pot and 
he ate them with great relish. He realized how much tastier the cooked meat was than the raw meat. He 
then took a half-burned wood with fire on one end and left for his house. When he had covered only half 
of the distance, he remembered the delicious taste of the cooked meat and realized that the fire in the 
wood he was carrying had gone out. He returned to the man's house. Unable to resist the temptation, he 
ate the rest of the meat to his hearts' content and rested awhile. While resting, he thought how much 
better it would be to live in the comfort and warmth of man’s house and share his food. Fearing that his 
brother would not tolerate his delay and would even perhaps kill him if he returned, the cat decided to 
wait for the man to return home so that he could offer his services to get rid of rodents in the house. The 
cat thought that the man might agree to this proposition. 

Hours passed as the cat waited anxiously. Eventually when the man returned home, the cat approached 

him with humility and said, “Brother man, you are more intelligent and physically stronger than I am 

but even so, it is difficult foryou to kill the rodents which destroy your food grains which you store with 

so much labour. Why don't you 

keep me in your house and I shall 

make sure that the rodents do not 

come near your house nor destroy 

your food grains”. To his good 

fortune, the man gladly agreed to 

his proposition and permitted to let 

man's house left his elder brother 

desperately alone in the jungle. ™ 

The story goes on to say that 
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initially it was difficult for the cat to shed his ferocity and love for blood but in due course of time, his 
ferocity vanished and eventually became fully domesticated. 

Meanwhile, the tiger waited impatiently for his younger brother to return. When he realized that 
his brother had deserted him, he thought to himself, “Never mind. I am strong enough to hunt for myself 
and defend myself from my enemies. What difference does it make whether my younger brother lives 
with me or not? I will live alone and eat whatever meat I hunt for myself’. This was how the two 
carnivorous brothers parted company. The cat came to live with man for all time to come and the tiger 
was left in the jungle to fend for himself. 

Crushing of deer’s ornaments: 

One day the deer's' 
uncle invited a deer to 
perform a dance at a 
feast party in his 
courtyard. As a part of 
preparation the deer laid 
his shell ear- 
rings/omaments out in 
the sun outside his house 
to dry and later polish it 
for more glitter. A 
squirrel leaping high 
above a tree near the 
house let loose a dead 
branch from the tree. 

The tree branch smashed 
the ornaments into 

pieces. With anger and disappointment, the deer jumped and ran. An earthworm basking in the sun was 
trampled on the path. Out of pain, the earthworm moved violently in the course of which the eggs of an 
incubating she-wild fowl were smashed. The wild fowl then in great sorrow went out to a field and 
destroyed the growing paddy plants. 

The paddy field was discovered to have belonged to LIJABA (god). Lijaba held the hen 
responsible for causing destruction to his field. But the wild hen shifted the blame to the earthworm. 
Lijaba then charged the earthworm who in turn accused the deer. Lijaba questioned the deer who 
disclosed that his ornaments were destroyed by a squirrel and out of anger he jumped and ran causing 
injury to the earthworm inadvertently. Now Lijaba turned to the squirrel. On interrogation, the squirrel 



had nothing to say in his own defense as he was the creator of all the havoc. Lijaba caught the squirrel by 

its tail. The squirrel very cunningly told Lijaba, “Oh! How my grandfather Lijaba is mistakenly holding 

the bean creeper for my tail”. Lijaba quickly released his hand to change his grip and the squirrel made 
his escape. 

The squirrel was one day returning home carrying firewood. Lijaba caught him and chopped off 
Ins body along with the firewood he was catrying. The firewood he carried was a species known as 

Sungken Sung. This typical wood contains a red nucleus in the centre like blood and is considered to be 
the blood of the squirrel till today. 

Folktale 

Relationship between a girl and a tiger: 



Once upon a time when the earth was still tender and young, it was believed that human beings and 
animals, spirits, gods and trees lived together as friends and communicated well with each other. During 
this period, there was free interaction among all the creatures and they enjoyed close friendship. There 

are stories of love affairs between women and non-human beings such as tigers, snakes, etc., and even 
trees and inanimate objects as a mug. 


Once a girl fell in love with a tiger and at night, the tiger used to visit the girls' common dormitory 
(Tsuki) in the form of a handsome young man. The tiger used to sit with the oirl in th* HnnmWw 




courted her. However to her dismay, she never saw him in the village during the daytime after he left the 
dormitory at night. But she did not disclose her doubts to anyone for a long time hoping to see him 
sometime, somewhere. 

At last, after a few months, she told the matron of the dormitory that she never saw the young man 
in the village though they had been courting for such a long time. The matron advised her saying, 'Next 
time when he goes away from our dormitory, you should stealthily follow him’. The girl obeyed the 
advice and one fine morning followed him as instructed. On reaching the village gate, she saw him being 
transformed into a grand majestic tiger which then leaped into the deep jungle and vanished. Seeing this, 
she was greatly perturbed and went home. 

In the evening, she disclosed it to her matron. The matron then instructed her, “Keep a mug full of 
water under your cot from this evening.” She did as instructed. From that evening, the young man never 
visited her. He could not come to her because it was believed that the mug of water served as a barrier 
between men and evil spirits. 

Though the girl had realized that her forlorn lover was a tiger in reality and it was impossible for 
them to live together in marriage, she still missed him and expressed her longing for him in song. The 
song expresses the desire and longing of the girl for her lover and the impossibility of their love because 
their domains were wide apart. On the other hand, the tiger could not visit her because of the presence of 
the mug full of water under the cot, which rendered it powerless and unable to approach. From that time 
onwards, the tiger could not talk or meet her but only watch her movements in the field. Every day he 
would sit under the bushes and watch her working and weeding in the field. As she did not go to the field 
often, he also felt her absence very deeply and thus expressed his feelings in a song. After this, they 
neither saw nor met each other anymore. 



THE CHAKHESANG NAGA TRIBE 


Folklores 

Story Of A Green Bird Locally Named "Quil”. 

Once upon a time birds assembled to select a crier or announcer in their kingdom. There was a 
particular bird called "Quil" which was famous for its beauty. Some members suggested the birds name 
because it was the most beautiful bird and felt that it would suit for the post. The bird took advantage of 
its beauty and fame, misused it and flirted with the wives of its fellow friends. Falsehood and adulterous 
motives could not remain for long and finally the truth was uncovered. The birds' moral character was 
shattered and it was not selected for the post of a bird crier. The bird which used to fly high in the sky felt 
ashamed of its evil deed and never roamed above the canopy of forests. Until today this birds are not 
seen perching on high branches but remained at the lower ground level to hide itself from other birds. 

Another bird locally called "Chijoraphriinu" was selected to become the birds' crier or 
announcer. The bird is grayish white in color and is the size of a pigeon. This bird belongs to the eagle 
family and by behavior it always soars high in the sky 
and perch on high branches. Many small birds hover 
around it however it causes no harm to any birds that 
comes near it. Till today the bird is seen with many 
birds moving along with it. In yet another version, a 
black bird with a 'V' shaped tail feather was selected to 
the post. The bird is the first to wake up in the morning 
and the last to go to sleep. The bird's behavior suits it to 
become the birds' crier. This bird is always seen playing 
with eagles and it sometime poke out the eagles' eye. 

People say that the bird demands a baby-sitting fee from 
the eagle and so whenever it sees an eagle it would fly 
around it and disturb the eagle. 

This story is often narrated to children in Chakhesang homes to impart the moral lessons to 
children. 

Some Belief and Rituals Performed with the Killing of a Tiger 

In the olden times, when a tiger was killed in a game, its mouth was spread opened with the help 
of a small branch of tree. This was done in the belief that its spirit would not be able to harm the person 
who killed it. The village elders and the hunters carried their hunt to the village however before bringing 
it home they would stop at the village gate and perform certain rituals. They would thrust their spear on 







the ground near the village gate so that many spear holes were made. This was done to confuse the tiger 
spirit from identifying the killer. Before the game was brought home, they cut its head, keep it under a 
running stream with its mouth open, and let water flow through its mouth. This was done in the belief 
that the tiger would not be able to tell the name of its killer when its kinsmen would asked it to take 
revenge. 

The man who killed the tiger also performs various rituals. He would not eat the meat of his hunt. 
He would observe 3 to 7 days genna. He would sleep on a bed made of firewood so that he did not fall 
fast asleep or else the tiger would devour him while in sleep. He would keep a pounding stick or other 
weapon beside him to defend himself if a tiger come to take its revenge. 

There was a strong belief that the tiger had spirits and it always try to take revenge when it was 
killed. It would ask its living kinsman to take revenge if it cannot help itself to take revenge. The killing 
of a tiger for Chakhesangs was a tough choice because the killer had to undergo many rituals and 
observe gennas to avoid ill luck. 

Case Study of a Man who killed a Weak Stag 

During summer season stags are healthy as they get sufficient food to feed themselves however 
during dry season they are slim and weak. When a hunter kills a slim stag and if the kill had a grass in its 
mouth then it was believed to be a bad omen. The hunter would become poor because the animal was on 
the verge of starving to death. But however, once a hunter kills a slim stag with grass in its mouth and 







the hunter puts a stone in its mouth before anyone 
could see; when the inmates of the hunter came to the 
spot they sees the animal with a stone in its mouth, then 
everyone says that the hunter was lucky to have killed 
the animal with stone in its mouth. After this the hunter 
becomes prosperous. 


Domestication of Animals 

In the ancient time human considered deer as a male’s pet and dogs were considered female's pet, 
boar was regarded as male's pet and pig as Female's pet. They were all tamed once by human. However 
the male folks could not give proper attention to their pets and they wandered away astray; to the jungle 
and became wild, while the female's pet were tamed successfully and are tamed till today. The females 
were successful in taming their pets because they could lure their pet by patting their buttock and call 
their pet home whenever it tries to leave the house. 

Origin of Nakro Clan 

Once upon a time when a woman named Swiilii was 
going to her field, she spotted an edible mushroom locally 
called 'Pekro'. The mushroom was of the size of a large wooden 
plate. She tried to pluck the mushroom but could not manage to 
break the mushroom. She then covered the mushroom with her 
basket and decided to pluck it when she returns home from the 


field. When she came back in the 
evening to pluck the mushroom she 
found a baby instead of the mushroom. 
She took the baby home and named 
him 'Nakro' and this was how the 
Nakro clan originated. To this day the 
Nakro clan of Chakhesang tribe does 
not eat the Pekro mushroom in the 
belief that the mushroom was their 
ancestor. 





Folklores Of The Chakhesang Nagas With Regard To Wild Life. 


Fox was abundantly found in the Chakhesang area and folklores related to the animal were often 
talked and in some places such beliefs were uphold in their traditional way of life. The animal is locally 
called 'Sache' which is a two word derivative. The word 'Sa' means 'backside' and 'che' means 'catch or 
attack'. As the name suggest, this animal always attacks its victim from the back to kill it for prey. The 
equivalent name of this animal in English is Jackal. 

It was a belief among the Chakhesang people that killing of the animal would bring bad luck to 
the family of the hunter and to the village. Therefore killing of the animal was prohibited or restrained in 
the Chakesang region. It was also believed that whoever eats of the meat of the fox would always drag 
behind in his life's endeavor because this animal never attacks from the front but does it from behind its 
prey This character of the fox is feared to be inherited to whosoever eat of its meat. 

Slow Loris is another animal which is not killed or even touched by man. When a hunter sees the 
animal it would not kill it. The animal is locally named "Chumungalii". The animal was so named 
because of its shy appearance. It was feared that whoever touch it would acquire the character of the 
animal and remain shy and inactive through out its life. Therefore, keep aside consuming the meat of 
this animal, it was not even touched or pointed at with finger. However, in the present time there is no 
restriction in hunting and consuming the animal. It is now given a similar status like any other game in 
the jungle; it has become a rare and special delicacy for young people. There however is a slight belief of 
the old stories about the animal and even some young generation people does not prefer much to kill the 
animal. They would eat it only when luck would have them meet with the game, otherwise going out to 
hunt this particular animal does not arise. Those people who could not afford to buy meat would eat the 
meat. 

Among the Chakhesang Nagas, various species of birds and animals were not served to women 
folks and children at home. Birds like Eagle, Owl, Hombill, Crow etc. were regarded unclean. There 
was a belief that Eagles and Owls feeds on other animals and it was not good for women folks to consume 
the birds of prey. There was a belief that the women and children being delicate and vulnerable would 
easily be infested with the bad qualities of the birds. In the case of a crow, it was not proper to eat the meat 
because the crow steals human food kept in the field hut. If a person eat the meat of a crow, it would 
acquire the character of a crow and start stealing others belongings. Therefore, crow meat was never 
served to the women and children in the Chakhesang kitchen. 

Rodents destroy standing crops in the field. It also eats up crops stored in the bam. Even when 
the store is made highly protective to avoid rodents from destroying the stored grains it always has its 
means to reach the grains. Rodents are by nature destructive and therefore women and children were not 
allowed to eat rodents. Among the Chakesangs, women folks go to the bam or granary to fetch paddy or 
rice for week's consumption for the family. If women eat the meat of rodents, it was feared that their bam 
would exhaust sooner than expected. There was no restriction for male folks to kill and eat the meat of 
rodents. However, for those individuals or families who had hosted a feast of merit, they do not eat 
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rodents. 


Folk beliefs with regard to bird species were also talked among the Chakhesang tribe. Sparrow 
is a bird that builds its nest in human homes. The bird was abundantly found however, it was not killed 
because sparrows were not eaten by the Chakhesangs. It was the old belief that rodents converted into a 
sparrow and therefore it was regarded unclean and hence not eaten. However, for male folks there is no 
restriction except for those individuals who had performed the 'feast of merit'. 

In the olden times Swallows and swifts lived together with human beings. It builds its nest at the 
front top roof of the house in the thatch. Two varieties of this bird species is known to the Chakhesangs. 
They are identified in local name as 'Chehura' and 'Rhota'. The 'Chehura' species builds its nest in the 
front portion of a thatched house. The 'Rhota' species were known for its light body-built and can fly the 
whole day in search of its food. It was believed that if the meat of'Rhota' is consumed our body becomes 
lighter in weight and man becomes smart and active. 

If an animal is killed by another animal the meat of it is not eaten. There is as such no rule of 
restriction for people to eat the meat of such animals however; if a person has already performed a 'Feast 
of Merit', he should not eat the meat of such animal killed by another animal. If he eats of the meat, he 
would become mad. 

Monkeys may be killed in a hunt however women folks and children do not eat the meat. It was 
a common belief that monkey is a restless animal and it lives in high trees where it jumps from one tree 
branch to another. The meat of a monkey was not served to women and children in the fear that they 
would acquire the monkeys character. It was also believed that a company of laborers who were 

working in the field got transformed into a monkey and therefore monkeys very much resemble human 
beings. 

The traditional Chakhesang society had a wide knowledge about wild life and its behavior. 
They narrate stories of animals and birds and it was done through folk knowledge. Some ancient people 
might have had a kind of interest in observing wildlife behaviors in the past. They talked about a python 
and had distinguished the reptile into two types. One type roams in the forest while the other type is 
found inhabiting river ponds. If the roaming python is killed the person becomes poor. If the water 
python is got in a hunt, the hunter should always take good care before he leaves his house to attend 
public gathering or a party. It was believed that dirt or animal wastes stains his dress and create an 
embarrassing situation to him. The water python are known to stay stagnant for months together in the 
river pond and when branches fall into the water where it stayed, it challenges the branch to whether 
which of them would last longer without rotting. 

There also exists a type of snake that lays its eggs in bamboo grooves. During egg laying season 
it is dangerous to go and cut bamboos. The male snake would climb on one bamboo and guard the 
female snake. If any intruder trespass its territory it glides down and strike at its enemy. This snake is a 
threat for human being therefore, the snake if found is not spared but killed instantly. 



A wild banana plant which has a large trunk at the base is believed to have swallowed a human 
being in the past. Therefore, whenever the stem is pierced a red colored liquid resembling human blood 
comes out of it. 

A particular species of plant locally named 'Swrotumiina' was believed to have superstitious 
healing power. If a person suffers of an unknown disease for a long time, a branch of this plant was cut 
and a cross sign was made out of the branch and stuck at the village gate. The patient would be healed of 
his sufferings after this ritual. 

There is a certain type of creeper plant regarded as the food of poor people. It was regarded that 
whoever eats the plant were poor people. In the past, people do not go to those houses even to borrow 
burning charcoal to make fire in their kitchen or lend utensils to such people. The reason for it was 
unknown. 

Some species of trees were not cut for fire wood in the past. Trees like alder, oak, red wood only 
were used as firewood in the kitchen. A plant locally named 'katsii' and 'Muhu' were never burned in the 
hearth of a person who had performed the feast of merit. Alder, Oak and Red wood were the only 
firewood used for cooking in the hearth of wealthy people especially those who had organized a feast of 
merit. Burning of other timber is a defamation of their status. 

Folktale 

The Story OF a Tiger and a Fox Marriage: 

A fox fell in love with a tigress and wanted to marry her however it did not find an opportunity to 
express his love to the tigress. One day as the fox was roaming in the jungle in search of food he found a 
tiger lying dead on his way. The fox spare no time in making a plan to trap the tigress to marry him. The 
Fox went to the tigress and reported that her beloved was lying injured in the jungle and so wanted to talk 
to her for the last time. He also told 
that her husband wanted to consume 
the best rice beer and food prepared by 
his wife before he died. The tigress 
was very sad and prepared the best 
food and rice beer and carried it to the 
jungle to feed her ailing husband. In 
the meantime, the fox had already 
reached the spot in advanced and had 
entered into the body of the dead tiger. 

When the tigress came the fox talked 
in the voice of the tiger and asked the 
tigress to feed him with the food and 
rice beer she had brought for him. The fox ate and drank the supply and after the feast he told the tigress 



its last wish. The fox in the skin of the dead tiger told the tigress to marry the fox after its death. It let the 
tigress promise to fulfill its last wish. The tigress promised and later got married with the fox. 


The fox and the tigress lived as husband and wife for a long time. On one fateful day, the couple 

made a program to go out together for hunting. They roamed in the jungle and finally saw a wild boar. 

The fox was no match for the boar. However, it went forward to attack the boar, since it did not want to 
defame the status of being a husband. As the fox leaped to devour on the wild boar, the boar kicked the 
fox on the nose. The fox returned to the tigress and pretended that the boar farted and it could not bear go 
near it because of the smell. The tigress then went and killed the boar. They feasted on the meat of the 
boar. After they had their fill, they decided to carry the leftovers home. The tigress carried the larger 
portion of the meat and let the fox to carry the intestines and other visceral organs. However, that was too 
heavy for the fox carry and as a result it left some pieces on its way home. When the fox arrived home 
late with very little meat, the tigress complained and said that the fox was weak and had dragged home 
little amount of meat. However, the fox was very clever, it told the tigress (its wife) that it met many 
relatives on the way and had to stop to talk to them. He also lied to his wife that he had given some share 
of meat to relatives it met on the way. This story depicts the witty personality of the fox. 
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A big tall Banyan tree stood in the middle of Changsang village. It was so immense that every 
living being could assemble under its shade during the hot day time and take shelter during the night 
hours. It was a common place of solace for all living creatures. With the passage of time every living 
being began to develop their physical appearance. Birds had their bodies covered with their wings and 
feathers and animals with soft wool and fur. But only human beings (Men) did not have wings or 
wool/fur on their bodies except for a little patch of black hair on the head. They just look like red and 
brown colour having especial eye glance among the created beings. Because of these exceptional 
characteristics men was known as (KHUNAK NYU SHONG) black-headed animals. From that time 
onward, the Chang Naga people were called KHUNAK SHOUSI SHONG: "The black headed sons of 

the world." 





Every night they gathered together under the tree. None could forget the location. Even if they 
have gone far they could easily sec the tree from tar distance. When they meet together under a shadow 
of the tree, they asked each other "where did you come from?" and the other would say, "I came from left 
side of the tree." The other fellow would say, "I am just here around under this heaven (Tree)" And some 
one says, "We are coming from right side or back side of this mountain (Tree) 

Under such circumstances, they could realize that they have no power of reasoning of what they 
were doing or where was their former position in the Garden of Eden. Thereby they observed that they 
have emerged from that very Banyan tree (JUNGPU in local) which becomes a historical significant tree 
of the Chang tribe. 

The origin of the cat-fish: 

One day three women went to collect bamboo shoots in the jungle for making pickle. While 
returning, one was swept away by a flood, the other two went to look for her and found the body caught 
in a fish-trap, on closer examination it had turned into a catfish. That is why to this day Catfish have 
tattoo-marks on its body and are not eaten by women. 

Affinity with animals: 

The Chang Naga tribe believe that they have originated from a place known as Changsang .At 
present this place lies vacant on an elevated range between Kejok Village and Tuensang Village just a 
few kilometers away from Tuensang town. The story tells that their ancestors were no different from 
animals in all respects. During their sojourn at Changsang they lived in harmony with all the other 
creatures. Both men and animals enjoyed equal status and intermarriages among them were not 
uncommon. There was no distinction among them. Animals assisted men in governing the land and they 
even instructed men in learning various arts and crafts, the art of making fire. Because of this intimate 
relationship, the people of Changsang had very close affinity with animals. 

How the tiger became man's enemy: 

Once upon a time there lived two brothers in a certain village in Khiamungan area. They were not 
in good terms with each other. One day the elder brother made a plan to exile his younger brother from 
home. And so, one night while his younger brother was fast asleep, he carried him on his arms and took 
him to the jungle far away from their home. That very night he left his brother there and came back home. 
The younger brother being unaware slept for several hours, suddenly woke up and was surprised to find 
himself stuck in a thick forest. He started to search for people but could find no one. At last, he took 
shelter under a big tree and there he met with a family of fox. They lived in the hole of a tree, and he took 
shelter there. Though he was a human being, the fox's family did him no harm. Being a mere boy, he 
could not find his way back home to his village and lived with the family of fox. It was not only the foxes' 
family but also other animals, too lived there. He made friends with all the animals. With their help, he 
used to have meat for his meal everyday. The animals of the forest did not harm him. In this way he lived 
a contented and happy life in the forest. 




However, one day while he was walking he saw a man roaming in the forest. For years together 
he had lived a lonely life in the forest with the animals and could not recognize even his relations. But on 
coming closer, he recognized the man as his own elder brother. The latter also at first did not recognize 
him, as the younger brother had changed completely. Only after a lengthy conversation w'ith him, the 
elder brother came to recognize his younger brother. The younger brother presented lots of presents to 
his elder brother and return again to the forest. 

The elder brother was a poor man, so one day he decided to go to his younger brother's home. 
This time he was accompanied by his wife and the younger brother welcomed them heartily. However, 
he recollected what his elder brother had done to him in the past. And as such he planned to frighten his 
elder brother with the help of the animals. Thus, when the couple were about to go back home; the 
younger brother prepared sticky rice and meat. Then, he presented the sticky rice and meat to his brother 
but gave only sticky rice to his brother's wife. After collecting the food, the husband and wife set out tor 
home. In the mean time, the younger brother secretly advised the animals to run behind them and 
frighten them. The animals did accordingly by running behind the husband and wife. The couple got so 
frightened that they ran in different directions. 

The group of fox ran behind the husband while the group of tiger ran after the wife. The animals 
did not stop harassing them. Since there was no escape for them, both started to throw the food which was 
presented to them by the younger brother. The elder brother threw the sticky rice as well as the meat 
which tempted and distracted the group of fox. Thus he saved himself and with great difficulty reached 



home. But the wife on the other hand could not escape because she had only sticky rice. The tigers did 
not relish it so they ignored it and easily overtook and killed her. Her whole body was eaten by the tigers 
and they returned back to the forest carrying some pieces of fingers in their mouth. On seeing them, the 
boy was surprised and scolded them saying "I told you not to kill them but just to frighten them, why did 
you kill her?" In anger from that day onwards he did not allow the tiger to stay with him anymore. 

Since that day man became the enemy of the tiger family and they too considered human being 
as their enemy. Through this incident people from the village also came to know that tigers had became 
man caters as such they became enemies of man. 

Why men and monkeys are similar: 

In olden times, it is said that monkeys lived with men in the village. They lived happily and 
helped men in doing whatever work they could do by bringing things or running errands. They all knew 
their owners and slept in front of the house to look out for enemies and other predators. 

Men used to go everyday to the fields, jungles and other places but monkeys could neither go nor 
work hard like men and therefore they did not like to live with men any longer. Further, they also got 
angry whenever they were given hard work by the owner. Lastly, growing impatient they decided to 
leave the house for good, once and for all and went to the forest. In the forest, there was neither work nor 
shortage of food as there was full of fruits and other food. So from that day onwards, monkeys began to 
liveinthejungle. 

The habits of monkeys are similar to men as they once lived with them. They can live on trees or 
on land, can walk on all four legs or sometimes on two only. The front side of their legs is just like men's 
hands, so also is their facial features and their habits in doing things like walking, eating, swimming etc., 
are similar to man. Therefore, in olden times whenever any hunter saw any monkey in the forest they did 
not shoot or kill them because of their akiness to mankind. But nowadays hunter shoots and kills them 
without any sympathy or fellow feeling. The monkey's likeness to men is so similar that when they arc 
threatened or intimidated they stretch their hands like men to protect their faces and when shot at they 
cover their faces as if to say ’’please do not shoot, have mercy on me.” Therefore, many people do not eat 
the meat of the monkeys till today, though of course, some relish it. 

The orphan and the elephant: 

There was a boy whose parents died when he was still a child. He lived with his relatives but 
nobody loved him. His friends too did not love him and ridiculed him as he was an orphan. He was sent 
to the field to look after the paddy field. He had a good sharp dao which he always carried. One day as he 
was on his way to the field carrying his dao and a bundle of firewood, unfortunately he was swallowed 
by a big elephant along with the dao and the firewood. As the evening approached the household 
members anxiously waited for him but he did not return home. The boy cut small pieces of the fresh 
flesh of the elephant meat and with the firewood burned it over the fire and ate them inside the stomach 
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The boy having stayed inside the elephant's stomach for three days was covered with hundreds 
of flies because of the smell of fresh meat. As he came out he could not remove the flies from his body. 
Finally, he took one leaf from a tree with which he removed all the flies from his body. He went back to 
his village and told all about the incident on how he had managed to kill the elephant. However, nobody 
believed him. The villagers asked him to bring one ear of the elephant, he did so, and only then did they 
believe his story. Thereafter, the villagers went and cut the corpse of the elephant into small pieces of 
meat and divided among themselves. When evening approached they all went back home. On the way 
the orphan searched for his dao but did not find it; he again went back to search for his dao. When he 
reached the place where the corpse of the elephant was still lying, he saw many spirits of the jungle 
searching for the small pieces of meat. He asked them for his dao but they neither answered him nor gave 
him his dao. Lastly, after a long persuasion, one of the spirits threw his dao back to him. But as ill luck 
would have it, the sharp dao cut his hind leg and thus he bled to death. 

After the death of the orphan boy, the villagers tried to cut the corpse of the elephant with their 
daos but could not succeed. Finally, they took the late orphan’s sharp dao they could cut with ease. Then 
only did they come to realize that the orphan used to sharpen his dao on stones which made it very sharp 
whereas the people sharpened theirs with bamboos which rendered their daos useless. Thus since this 
day people began to sharpen their daos on stones. 


Eclipse (Nakshou-Naknyu:) 

In the traditional stories of the Chang Nagas, it is told that there was complete darkness all over 
the world for six days. People in the village could not work due to the darkness. People who happened to 
be in the jungle or in the field or any other place faced much difficulty in returning to their village. 



During this time no one went to the field or jungle as there was darkness everywhere. They all 
stayed in the village and they started making fire with bamboo sticks, dried wood and lastly with the 
skull of dead animals in their village. They went to the well for bringing water using bamboo torches but 
they could not go to the jhum field for cultivation. In those six days many people died of starvation for 
they had no food to eat in their houses. People killed their domestic animals for their meal. It also 
happened that many animals including birds too died in the forest as they could not search for food in 
the darkness. 

At the end of the sixth day, a man saw a tiger on the roof of the house. He immediately brought the 
bow and arrow and killed the tiger which fell down from the roof of the house and died on the rocks. 
Incidentally, it is said that the tiger had six tails which the people had them cut off and as they did so, the 
people began to see the light from that moment onwards. The people began to rejoice and since this day 
men began to thank the slain tiger for bringing 'light' to them. 

How the hippopotamus lost its fur: 

Long ago, there lived a hippopotamus with silken fur. He used to live in one of the groves in the 
forest. Once while he was roaming in the jungle in search of food, accidentally he struck himself on a 
boulder and hurt one of his legs. He went to his grove howling in pain. One of his neighbors, Mrs. 
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Rabbit saw him and inquired 
what had happened. Then the 
hippo thought of a plan and told 
the rabbit that he had broken all 
his legs in a boulder while he 
was searching his food in the 
jungle. The rabbit felt pity for 
the hippo and said that she 
would bring food for him until 
he recovered from his injury. 
And so the rabbit used to bring 
carrots and many other things 
for him. 



The hippopotamus grew fatter and fatter and one day the rabbit came a bit earlier than her usual 
time with the carrots and saw the hippo dancing and singing "How wonderful it is to live such a kind of 
life!" The rabbit overheard him and realized the truth. She then thought of a plan. That night she came to 
the grove of the hippo and set it on fire. The hippo suddenly woke up from his deep sleep and saw that his 
grove was on fire. But it was too late. The fire caught on his silken fur and he ran and jumped into a pool 
of water in order to save himself from the fire. When he came up from the pool he saw that all his silken 
fur has gone. So in shame and utter despair he went to the pool again and never came out of the pool. 
Thus from that day onwards the hippo began living in water and only during night time they go in search 


of food. 

The woman who married a tiger: 

Long ago when men could 
understand the talk of animals there lived a 
woman who was married to a Tiger. One day 
a woman went to her field to collect some 
vegetables and came across a fine gourd. As 
she was about to pick it up, suddenly a tiger 
appeared and said that the gourd belonged to 
him and that if she touched it, he would kill 
her. But the woman who was pregnant at that 
time said that she would give her child to the 
tiger after she gave birth to it. After some 
months, a daughter was born to the woman. 
The tiger heard about it and kept asking 
whether the daughter was old enough to fetch 



fire wood and later to be his wife. The woman put it off by saying that the girl was too young to marry. But 
at last she saw that she must keep to her side of the bargain and so she told the tiger that her daughter was 
old enough to be his wife. 

The very thought of her daughter made her very sad. One day while she was weaving cloth for her 
daughter to wear on the wedding day, she was so filled with grief that tears rolled down her checks. The 
daughter asked her mother what was the matter but her mother said that the bobbin had poked her eyes. 
Similarly, even the father while weaving a basket for her daughter could not control his tears that they fell 
down on the basket. On seeing the tears, the daughter asked what the matter with him was, but he also 
said that he was poked by a slip of a bamboo. 

The day came for the wedding and so the girl was married to the tiger. After a year, a daughter was 
born to them. They were very happy. But as the day passed on, the mother noticed something very 
unusual with the baby. The child used to cry miserably whenever the tiger took her on his lap. This made 
the mother very suspicious. So one day she hid herself to watch. To her utter surprise, she saw the tiger 
striking the little daughter’s head against a hearth stone and then licking the blood which thus came out. 
On seeing this she resolved to run away. But wherever she went the tiger followed. At last, one day she 
said to the tiger to look after the baby while she went to wash the clothes. She climbed down the spring 
and found one hose and washes the clothes. (The sound made by the hose and the cloth made him think 
that the woman was washing the clothes). But he kept saying that the baby was crying. When she did not 
return he went down to look for her. But she was nowhere to be found. 

The tiger asked the trees and the leaves and at last he came to a creeper, if they have seen his wife. 
It said that she had gone that way. The tiger chased and chased until he reached her parent's door at dusk. 
The woman called her mother and asked her to open the door but her mother said that her daughter had 
disappeared long ago. Meanwhile on seeing the tiger almost on her back, she tried frantically to enter the 
house through a small entrance meant for the dogs. Hardly had she got through when the tiger seized her 
legs while her mother seized her head and shoulders. They pulled and pulled her till she was tom into 
two. Carrying the lower part of his wife's body, the tiger soon went home and buried it very carefully. He 
was shocked at the tragic end of his wife and wept a lot wailing, "Oh! My beloved wife! When you were 
alive I loved you so much. I was always careful enough to offer you good meat and other kinds of good 
food"- and so on. Hearing of his distraught, his mother-in law went to him and said, "Why do you weep 
so bitterly? We have tom her into two. Now we will cook her flesh and eat". She cooked it and offered a 
little to the tiger that refused to eat by saying that he would not eat the flesh of the mother of his daughter. 
The old woman took pity on him, yet she again asked him to taste the meat and see how it was like. The 
tiger at last yielded to her request, ate the meat and exclaimed, "Human flesh is so tasty". Since that day, it 
is said tigers began to eat human flesh. 
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How a hunter and his dog were transformed into stones: 

In ancient times, hunting was the main occupation of men for food. Thus, youths became quite skilful 
and competitive in hunting games. One day, the young people of a certain village gathered in the morung 
and had a discussion. It was decided that they would go hunting on a certain day. Accordingly, on the 
appointed day they went to the forest along with their hound (dogs). 

Among the hunters 
was a young man named 
Hangmeng who also took 
along his hunting dog. The 
whole day Hangmeng and 
his dog searched and hunted 
for the games in various 
places and killed different 
kinds of animals. 

In the evening when 
everybody assembled - 
Hangmeng was found 
missing along with his dog. 

So his friends went 
searching for him into the forest. They searched everywhere by calling out his name but there was no 
response. Eventually, as a last resort one of his friends called out "Hangmeng, Hangmeng, where are 
you?" Immediately then they heard a reply of some sort which sounded like "Om. Om". His friends went 
to the spot from where the response came and to their surprise saw Hangmeng and his dog turned into 
stones. Hangmeng was found in a sitting position while the dog lay in front of him. Till today these two 
stones are still in the same place in Khiamungan area of Tuensang District and people often remember 
the tragic event with a sense of remorse. 

The battle between birds and crawling animals: 

The lizard and the tailor bird were good friends. One day while they were roaming together the 
bird broke off a twig from a tree and playfully lifted the lizard's stomach upwards. It angered the lizard 
and they started to quarrel. Then the lizard challenged the bird. "I will call all the creatures that crawl on 
the earth and fight with you birds." "If that is the case, I, too will call the birds of the sky and fight you", 
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replied the bird. Both agreed and thus fixed a date for a war between the crawling creatures and the birds 
of the air. 

As the day approached the reptiles brought the python and king cobra as their leaders, while the bird 
chose the eagle and the horn-bill as their leader. The eagle said to the hombill, "You are the biggest among 
us, so go down and carry off the python." But the hombill refused saying that the python was bigger than 
him and the fight would be uneven, so saying the hombill refused to go down. The eagle then asked 
another smaller kind of hombill to go down and fight the cobra but it is also refused saying that the cobra 
was bigger than him and he would be no match for a fight. Having declined by both the birds, the eagle 
went down itself for the fight. The cobra and the eagle started fighting. During the fight when the eagle 
seemed to be losing, the birds cried aloud, but when it appeared to be getting the upper hand the birds 
chirped excitedly. The crawling creatures did the same. After a very long fight, king cobra lost and the 
eagle flew away with its prey. The birds of the air were declared the victor. 

The eagle in triumph then brought the corpse of the cobra and all the birds divided the flesh. In 
great jubilation, the minivet rubbed itself in the blood and that is why the minivet became red. The crow 
rubbed itself in the gall that is why it became black. The ruby-throat bird was late and there was no more 
meat left for it except a little blood, with which it smeared its chin. That is why it got a red mark on its 
chin. It is, therefore, believed that each bird got their distinctive plumages as a result of this incident. 

The Oak Tree: 

One day, some Khiamniungan youths went for a hunt into the deep forest. When they reached the forest, 
they started hunting for animals. One of the youths, along with his friend, went in one direction while the 
others went in different directions. During the hunt, an unknown fruit fell down from a tree and hit the 
young man on the head. He told his friend that his head was hurt because of the fruit that had fallen down 
on his head. He asked his friend what fruit it was as he had never seen it before. His friend replied that he 
too did not know what the fruit was and from what tree it had fallen down. Since neither of them knew the 
name of the tree and the fruit, they decided to name it as Lampai (Oak tree) meaning warm and hard and 

named the fruit as Lampai Eiu (Oak tree fruit). From that day onwards, the Khiamniungans call the tree as 
the oak tree. 

Folktales 

Kag-Oun (Tiger spirit power): 

A person who has of a tiger spirit is called KAG-OUN LE in Khiamnuingan areas. Such persons 
acquire their powers/abilities as an inheritance or sometimes through consuming certain food, drinks etc. 

For the family of the person who has this kind of power, it was necessary to rear dogs because if 
his spirit. If the tiger got killed, then immediately the dog was killed and offered as sacrifice otherwise 
the person could also die. The spirit tiger could sometimes visit the persons' house at night and for this 
purpose some water was kept in the pig's trough or in some other similar dish so that the tiger could 
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quench its thirst and leave the place. Such persons could foresee the future and people would, as far as 
possible, avoid any kind of misunderstanding with them or else bad things would happen to them. In 
some instances, the adversaries of such persons were killed by their spirit- the tiger at the behest of the 
master who would perform certain rites and rituals in order to achieve his objective. 

A brother and a sister turned into monkeys: 

There once lived a husband 
and a wife who often used to slept in 
their hut in the field. They had two 
children - a son and a daughter. One 
day the children went into the field to 
meet their parents. But when they 
reached the field, their mother 
greeted them but their father was not 
seen. When they asked their mother 
where their father had gone, she 
replied curtly saying, "Search for 
him yourself. Don't pester me". So 
the two children went in search of 
their father. They searched everywhere and even went far below the fields. They cried out," Apo, Apo", 
but their cries were greeted only by the resounding echo of their voices. After a long time, they heard their 
father answering them saying, "Haokang", meaning "I am here". Though they could hear their father's 
voice, they could not see him at all. They went up to the upper side of the field and called out again and 
they heard their father's voice somewhere near the hut. They rushed to the hut and entered inside but to 
their amazement, they saw a big snake instead of their father. They got frightened on seeing the snake 
and ran to their mother and told her of what they had seen inside the hut. She then told them to go to the 
tree and search for the snake hole. They did as they were told and as they searched inside the hole, they 

found a human skeleton. At that moment, they were told by 
some birds on the tree that their mother, who was in fact a 
devil, had eaten their father the previous night. The children 
were astonished to hear this. They went back to the field and 
asked their mother whether it was true that she had eaten up 
their father and why she had done such a thing. But the 
mother did not answer their question. 

In great sorrow, they climbed up a tree, muttering to them in despair. They, thus, turned into 
monkeys. Such was the fate of the unfortunate brother and sister. The people of the village felt sorry for 
the poor children and held the mother accountable for the tragedy as it was she that ate her own husband 
and unwittingly turned her own children into monkeys. 
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THE KONYAK NAGA TRIBE 


Folklores 

A tale of a Dog and a Pig 



It is said that, a dog never sleeps in the bam and this belief dates back a long time ago when the 
dog and the pig both use to live with man in the same house. Though, the dog and the pig lived together 
they never got along and use to quarrel with one another for the slightest reasons. Living with the 
quarrelsome duo, the man at the end got fed up with their behaviors for he could never find peace in their 
presence. One day, man decided to send the two animals to the field so that he could test their loyalty. 
The dog was nimble and quick but lazy and slept the whole day in the bam while the slow paced pig 
labored hard all day in the sun tilling the field. But the cunning dog taking advantage of his speed put his 
foot marks everywhere on top of the pig's footmarks and then overtook the pig on the way home and lied 
to the owner. The pig reached home later and he too like the dog told the owner that it was he who toiled 
hard while the dog slept. The man however, couldn't trust them either and so decided to check the field 
himself the next day. Upon arriving at the field the next morning, the owner only found the footmarks left 
by the dog indicating that it was the dog which had tilled the field. 


Therefore, the man from that day onwards banished the pig from the house and made him sleep 


outside while the dog was allowed to accompany him, eat with him and even let him sleep inside the 
house. The pig was not only left outside but even his food consists of the left over. 

So, till today it is believed that even though, the dog does sometimes accompany the man to the 
field; he never sleeps in the bam for he still feels ashamed of his lies. 

How Man got fire 

In the olden days, it was believed that the tiger was the owner of the fire. One day a man felt cold 
and went to the jungle to ask fire from the tiger. The tiger denied to give fire to man but allowed him to 
warm himself. However, man was clever and so while warming himself, he folded cane stick in a round 
shape and threw it in the fire. As the cane got fire, it burst and the fire was thrown everywhere. Part of the 
burning charcoal felt on the tiger's body whereby, the tiger got its black stripes. Then the man escaped 
from the scene with the only burning fire which was left un-extinguished. The tiger chased the man but 
the man jumped into a dark pit to escape from 
the tiger. Before going in after the man, the 
tiger wanted to check how deep the pit w r as and 
so he inserted a long cane rope into the pit but 
the man got hold of the rope end and twisted it 
around his waist till the tiger thought that the 
pit was too deep for him. Therefore, instead he 
made a trap, left it at the mouth of the pit, and 
further instructed the wildcat to guard it and 
call him when the man is caught in the trap. As 
the pit was narrow, the man could hear 
everything that was said. The man couldn't come out knowing that a trap is set for him so he stuck out his 
face near the trap and started teasing the wild-cat. When the wild-cat tried to catch the man, one of his legs 
got trapped. There upon the man shouted in a disguised voice of a wild-cat that the man is caught and ran 
away. When the tiger came, he found not the man but the wild-cat trapped, he got very angry and with a 
half burned cane started beating the wild-cat. And this is how the wild-cat also got the black stripes like 
the tiger because of the black charcoal. 

Meanwhile, since the tiger couldn't go near man's dwelling place, he sent the cat to ask for the 
return of the fire with a strict warning that the cat should not return back without the fire. But the cat after 
living in comfort for sometimes with man didn't feel like going back. It was then, that the cat said, "Forget 
the face, the tiger will not even see my shit". Since then the cat has been living with man in his kitchen 
with the warmth of the fire and always hide his shit by covering it. That is how man got fire from tiger. 

Marriage of a Goddess and a Prince 

Longtime ago, in the garden of the Angh in a certain village a particular flower kept vanishing. 
The red flower which was blooming in the evening would not be found in the morning. This worried the 



Angh's wife, so she asked her son to find the culprit. One night the prince and his friend hid themselves 
and waited for the thief. At mid night a thread felt down from the sky from which came down a beautiful 
angel who seems to be a goddess and she started to pluck those red flowers. The two men jumped out of 
their hiding place and caught the thief; she pleaded for her life and told them that she was the goddess of 
heaven. The Prince asked the goddess to marry him, later she agreed, and they were married. They had 
children and lived happily. 

During a festival the goddess along with her children went to heaven for the feast, on their return 
they found the prince was dead. She wept for her husband and decided to raise the children alone. She 
would go to the field and weep for 
hours as she could not finish the £ ^d / 

fieldwork alone. The father felt l 

pity of his daughter and send 
down angels to work for her. She 
would work alone in the field 
however other people could hear 

the sound of many people • ^_ —g—^ _ __ 

working with her. But in reality, 1 

people could see the widow ™ • IjffJ 

working alone in the field. She f> *' % *W. 

harvested in bounty every year ( ^ 

and her harvest were carried • «l 

home miraculously. This strange 

incident made the people very 
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curious. 


One villager kept a close eye on this widow through out the year. Whenever she needed help, she 
talked with her father secretly and he would tell her what to do. During the season of clearing 'Jhum field 
many angels from heaven came and help clear the field. She was also advised of what kind of seeds to 
plant, its proper season and the most fertile area to plant them. Even during harvest, this group of angels 
come and helps her. The harvest was plenty and in order to transport the paddy she would just loosen her 
hairs and run around the heap of harvested paddy and amazingly it gets transferred to her granary at 
home. A man eavesdrop her conversation with her father and also saw all that had happened. He 
disclosed this to the villager, saying that she was a witch. The villagers got suspicious and chase her out of 
the village. She was very sad and went to live in the field. 

She lived without working but got food to eat. This made the villagers even more curious and it 
was discovered that a big python lie stretched on the ceiling of the field rest house. When it opens it scales 
it would secrete rice grains, which the goddess collects and cooked it for her meal. She lived for many 
years. Time went by, and she wanted to die. She asked her father how to die. She was told to cover herself 


with a basket on her head and lie on the way of the rushing mithuns. She did as she was told and the 
galloping herd of mithuns trampled her to death. 

Even to these days the red flower which the goddess came to pluck was named as 'Helem', which 
was her name. The field where she worked along with the angels was named 'Wang Angh Kah' which 
means 'the field of the gods'. 

The Flying Squirrels 

The flying squirrels are considered as very intelligent animal. Whenever an epidemic breaks out 
among the animal in the jungle, the flying squirrel always skipped the common diseases. The flying 
squirrels get rid of the epidemic by keeping themselves away from the winged animals during the 
epidemic out-breaks amongst the birds as they mingle with the mammals. But if there is an epidemic 
outbreak amongst the mammals they say that they belong to flying species and not the mammals. They 
are exempted from disease as they changes sides to the epidemic free species i.e. between the birds and 
the mammals. That's how they are believed to escape diseases and are considered as clean animal. The 
flying squirrel therefore, is considered as medicinal animal for all kinds of diseases. 

Why the Hollic do not drink water 

Once upon a time, all the rivers and wells dried up due to extreme heat of sunshine. The animals 
could not drink water sufficiently because of drought. So, one day the leader of the wild animal, the tiger 
informed all the animals to gather together in one place to discuss water scarcity problem. Obediently all 
the animals gathered in an appointed place and they discussed. There was only one well to drink water 
and there was no proper footpath leading to it. So all the animals agreed to gather and construct a footpath 
to the well. The date was fixed and all the animals were to be present. 

According to their 
resolution, on the fixed 
day, all the animals in the 
world came to the 
appointed place and 
constructed the footpath to 
the well. However, the 
Hollic was absent on that 
day. Since all the animals 
knew the Hollic was lazy, 
fishy and a liar, they had a 
meeting after finishing their work, whereby they decided to punish the Hollic by not allowing him to 
drink water from the well or any other water sources. And so, the tiger volunteered to guard the water and 
in case the tiger is off guard then the earth would shakes in order to frighten the Hollic. Till today, it is 
believed that the Hollic doesn't drink water as he is scared of the tiger and the shaking of the earth. 
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Therefore, it is said that they drink the dewdrops, which are found on the leaves of the trees but not from 
any other water sources. 

Folktale 


Tale of a tree called "PHUM" 

The Phum a local 
name of a tree among the 
Konyak is considered as 
one of the most beautiful 
tree of the forest. The tree 
bears white coloured 
flowers and emits sweet 
fragrance in its 
surroundings. 

The trees of the 
plains once invited the 
phum to come and grow 
amongst them to which the 
phum refused. The 
mountain species of plants 
also invited the phum to be 
part of their group so that its 
presence would make them 
look beautiful, but the phum refused again. River side trees too invited the phum to be part of their species 
and the trees of the marshy also pleaded with the phum to grow with them but the proud phum kept 
refusing to all because he thought that he was too beautiful to grow among the other plants species. Like 
wise many other plants species also approached the phum and requested him to become their species but 
still his pride was such that he refused them all. 

He went on searching for a suitable place to grow but still couldn't find any, so he had to grow on 
the face of a cliff where other plants had rejected to grow. 





THE LOTHA NAGA TRIBE 


Creation of Animals (A Metamorphose of Munthanglas Body) 

Once upon a time, there lived a handsome young man named Arilao. This young and handsome 
man was admired and loved by many beautiful girls in the village. On the other hand, many young man 
of his age envies Arilao. All the young boys in the village grudged to kill Arilao at any cost. At this time, 
the elders of the village announced for a community fishing in the river. All the youths in the village were 
ready for next day. Arilao also prepared to go for fishing and started collecting Acacia for stunning the 
fish. 

The Villagers as usual lined up the pounding log and benches for binding the poison roots for 
pounding. All the handsome young boys were informed to lay on the pounding bench turn by turn. As 
conspired they were rejected, because they have pre-plan to kill Arilao. Arilao was enticed to be more 
handsome and was tied up forcefully in the pounding bench and was crush into pieces along with the 
poison roots. In an awe stricken situation, the friend of Arilao who felt sorry for the action towards his 
friend found a piece of finger belonging to his dead friend while collecting a fish. He hid it in his pocket. 
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As the evening progressed, the villagers returned home with abundant fishes. Arilao mother came half 
way to receive his dear son. Mother Munthanglo inquired the villager's the whereabouts of his son. The 
arrogant villagers replied that, he might be still collecting fishes and may come late. The friend of Arilao 
came at last crying in distress and agony. She enquired of his friend; Arilao's friend showed her the finger 
of his friend and narrated the whole incident of the cruelty meted out to his friend. Mungthangla was very 
sad and angry but decided not to show any sign of her grief and anger. 

The next day, it so happen that, the children of the villagers were kept under the care of 
Mungthangla as they all were going to the field. Munthnagla asked all the children to get inside the house 
and thereby close every doors and windows from outside and set ablaze the house. All the children were 
burnt alive. She silently moved away from the scene and hid herself in the burrow with a Monty food. 

During the hour, while the villagers were in their field, a crow appeared above saying, "yankho- 
monghoni-sha-sha sha repeatedly, which indicates something happened to the children in the village. The 
unusual sound of the crow forced the village to retire from their work and went back to their village to 
witness the vengeance of Munthangla towards them. 

The mourning villagers started an intense search for Munthangla with their Dogs. The Dog 
followed the foot mark and was finally trace her to the Porcupine hole. The cunning Munthangla threw 
out meat and rice in front of the Dogs, which suspend the dogs for a long time. At last after finishing all her 
Monty food the dog drag her out of the burrow. The villagers killed her and cut her into pieces and threw 
away naming the pieces of flesh to become different animals. For instance, blood veins become leach, and 
the blood become a red bird. The door which was made of bamboo slice where Munthangla body was cut 
into pieces was commanded to become the biggest animal and then it became an Elephant. This is why the 
Elephant's size is as big as a door made of Bamboo sticks. Her thigh became the stag, her finger turned 
into different kinds of insects. This is how, animals has been created in this earth from the ages. 

Liver Fluke (Kyok) (A metamorphose of a beautiful Girl). 

The mystic tragedy of a young couple tour plan could be found in Kyok's flower. Once upon a 
time, there lived a beautiful girl, and every young boy wishes to marry her. There was a young handsome 
boy, who loved her very much. They loved each other, but it was insecure. At last it became a history of a 
lovelorn tale. 

The affair of the two young couple became strong, in spite of the resistance from her parents. At 
last they planned to elope to an unspecified destination beyond the river. The whole tragedy began with 
the dropping of a small stone in to the lover’s room. The pessimist old man was hypnotized by the secret 
plan of the couple's enchantment, without any humph he tried and ensue the plan. It was unfortunate to be 
under the trap of an old man. To her surprise, towards the breaking of the dawn, she identified herself 
before crossing the big river. Humiliation awaits, as the girl try to run back, but the aggressive old man 
snatch her back and she lost her breath after a great tussle. 

The lonely boy felt prey to their plan but he wisely followed the same road as planned. However, before he 


could reach the spot, the girl metamorphoses into Kyoks flower. As he searched all over the clump of 
bushes, heavy rain storm showered in that spot. He took shelter under a tree. At that time, his girlfriend in 
the form of Kyok flower protected him with her hair. The flower came down so close to him and touch his 
head. He felt annoyed, and pushed the flower with his spear, and the flower gets injured. 

He came back home in agony and distress. In his dream the girl appeared to him and narrated the 
whole incident of their elopement. She told him, "I tried to protect you from the heavy rain, but it was so 
unfortunate, that you pushed away my hair with your spear and I was injured. As you wake up, see your 
spear which was stained with blood". In the morning, he saw his spear stained with blood. Since then, 
Kyok flower is not touched with Spear and Dao till today. 

Mt. Tiyi (Asheol of Heavenly Abode of Naga soul). 

Mt. Tiyi is the highest mountain peak in the Lotha region. It is situated in the Eastern part of 
Wokha. It is said; there is a hidden garden inside the cave where different kinds of fruits are found, 
through out the season. Long time ago, a visitor got a chance to enter into this garden. The visitor said, 
"We can eat fruits as much as we could in the garden, but not a single fruits could be taken out from this 
garden". The visitor began to retreat but it was a futile exercise, and he said, "If we intend to take away 
any fruits from this hidden garden we cannot retreat from the cave, instead we go round back to the place 
where we started". There is a great huge cave inside the mountain that is yet to be explored. 

Another belief of the Kyong (lotha) against the mountain is that, it is considered as the Sheol of 
every Naga soul heavenly abode. Deep inside the mountain there is droplets of water dripping. The 
forefathers believed that, the soul of the death man comes to (sheol) Mt. Tiyi. So it is believed that, when 
one dies, the head of the death body is buried pointing towards Mt. Tiyi. 

There is a strong belief that a women known as (Chumkumrhoni) awaits the soul at the entrance of 
the cave. She is in-charge to serve a drop of pure water (Nongrotchu) to every soul. Whenever a child 
dies, her duty is to take care of the child's soul. 

Even today, Yanthamo village, which is located in the vicinity of Mt. Tiyi, says that, towards the 
dawn of a day they can hear the sound of the spirits calling their Pigs. 

Mt.Tiyi God and Mt. Totsu God 

This is a legendary story behind Mt.Tiyi and Mt. Totsu in the hills of Wokha. In each of these 
mountains, lives a separate god. The two mountains have the popularity of different entities believed to 
have existed in ancient history of Wokha country. Earlier both gods respect each other; there was an 
occasional meeting between the two powerful gods. One particular day, misunderstanding erupted 
challenging over the power and strength. A contest was held to decide who would be the most powerful 
god. 


The two gods fought against each other. Supernatural elements arose amidst the fierce fighting and 
shook the earth into dust, and spread stone all over the Lothas country. At last the god of Mt. Tiyi cuts the 
Totsu Mountain into two parts. Even now we can see the Totsu Mountain cut into two parts clearly from 
the vicinity of Phiro and Shaki village. 

Believe it or not, towards the first part of the 20th century, one boy from Phiro village went away to 
Totsu Mountain and become a disciple of Mt.Totsu god. He assured the villagers that he will transcend 
back in human form to the village. Lothas still believed in the mystique ofthe traditional legend. 

Pitcher /Spadix Plant: A cure for leprosy. 

When the Lothas 
were living at the 
Longcham, a tiger 
caused them grievous 
loss. One day it killed 
all of the party of nine 
women. Among them 
was Ramphan's wife 
who was about to 
become a mother. At 
this disaster all 
clamored to abandon Q 
the village, but 
Ramphan took courage 
to face the tiger. 

First he put on 

each of his finger a section of splinter bamboo, he took his long honed Dao and waited for the tiger among 
those dead women and settled himself down to sleep. One by one, he began to snap the splinter of bamboo 
on his finger to see if the tiger was asleep. At each snap the tiger pricked up its ears, he snaps the last 
remaining splinter piece of bamboo but the tiger did not respond for it was fast asleep. Ramphan rose up 
and cut oft the tigers head with his sharp Dao, and climbed up the top high spur and shouted to call the 
attention of the villagers saying "I have slain our enemy. Wait for me" the abandoned villager muttered 
from far away "we have sprinkled one of our sows with rice husks which falls as she walk, fallow that 
tracks . Now as Ramphan follow the trial of rice husks, he met a woman who was crawling among the 
spadix plant. The women Mangtsilo enquired to Ramphan, "what is all this plant mimicking the snake 
hood that glided over my leg?" Ramphan exclaimed, "Oh! This is a poisonous plant". Inquisitively 



Mangtsilo asked, "What will happen to my leg? What does this mean". Ramphan advised her to crush up 
some leaves of the plant and lay them on her leg so that, the leprosy will be cured. She did as was advised 
and immediately the leprosy was completely cured and became normal as ever before. This particular 
plant can also cure snakebite. The beautiful woman was made his wife forever. 

One day when Mangtsilo was weaving outside her house, Ramphan's slaves came to spin their 
tops nearby. Her brother was also in the company who were all spinning tops. After few minutes, one of 
her brother recognized his sister, and informed their parents but the parents refused to believe and said, 
"your sister was lost long ago, and even her bones have decayed away by now". However the children 
insisted and they went hesitantly and to their surprise they found that it was indeed Mangtsilo. Surprised 
to see her totally cured from leprosy they asked how it happened, Mangtsilo narrated the whole incident 
as how a particular plant (snake plant) has cured her completely. Since then, people believed that the 
poison plant is forbidden to touch, unless one is badly ridden with diseases. 

The Man And Wolf. 

Long ago, before the great darkness 
came, there lived a brave and professional 
hunter. He had a great pack of wolves for 
hunting in the jungle. The Pack of Wolves 
helped him kill many wild animals. 

As time goes by, he became weak 
and old. He could no longer go out in the 
jungle to hunt with his pack of wolves. To 
converse with them, he killed a Mithun, 
and offered a great feast. They were all 
delighted and enjoyed to their heart 
content, except the youngest who was 
displeased with the feast of the master. At 
the end of the feast, the owner called all his wolves and said "during my youth when I was strong, I took 
you everywhere for hunting and I was feeding on your hunts. Now I am old and weak, I cannot take you 
to the jungle for hunting. I have no means to continue feeding you with good foods and meat. Now, you 
go, to the jungle, hunt for yourself to feed on. And one thing! When you killed wild boar, Deer, and other 
big animals remember me, do not forget to bring me the flank of the animals and put at the crossroads. 
Farewell! And Goodbye!" 

A day passed, the hunt began without a master. After a gap of year or two the wolves assembled to 
discuss what their master had told them at the great feast. All ot them had forgotten, but the youngest that 
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was annoyed at the feast claim himself to be diligent and expressed "I know what our master told us that 
day of banquet, and said; when we killed animals we had to pass our stool at every crossroads in order to 
remember him. This is why even today, when the wolves killed their hunts, they passed their stool as a 
sign of honour to their master. 
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The Story of a Tail 

This is the tale of the £ ► jfiU* 4 . Mk 

olden days, when deer and lift Ini ^ 

other animals were similar. The iK j watamwh% 

Stag and the hanuman monkey '/j « 

become sworn friends. In those * 

days the Stag had a long tail w J mKUv 

h*l th h k h d ^ ^ 

no tail at all. One day, the /_n ' 

hanuman monkey asked the TBMjJV ^ 

Stag for his tail and said, L * miE ) fj\ \ s ' 

"Friend, I want to put on your I J* ^ At Wj^r /£ '* 

tail and see how I look like, \ . [fi k f j 

please lent me once". The Stag " 

replied, "Put on my tail friend, and let see how you look", and gave him his tail. But the tricky hanuman 
monkey put on the tail of his friend and climbs away up into the tree. Then the Stag said, "Come down 
friend, and give back my tail". But the hanuman monkey hurried away into the jungle. The victim Stag 
was wondering how to make a tail and at last it pulled out its liver and made a tail out of it. This is why; 
stag tail is soft and tastes like liver. 

Apvuho and a Tiger. 

In the ancient days, it is said man and animals lived together. There lived a clever and mischievous 
man named Apvuho. He made friendship with the tiger. His friendship with the tiger served him towards 
hunting. 

It was an autumn season, Apvuho and tiger went out for hunting in the bush. It was tiresome 
however, enthrall moments came with joy when they killed a Deer. Apvuho said to the tiger, "I am older 
than you, so let me divide the hunt'. The Tiger agreed, thinking Apvuho would amputate equal share. 
Apvuho cut the meat parts with his Dao (machete), fleshy and bony portion saying, "This is my share and 
that is your share". Apvuho kept the fleshy portion to his side and give the bonny portion to the tiger. The 
fleshy portion looked less and bonny portion was a huge heap of bones. The innocent tiger enticed with 
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the offer and said 
happily, "it should be 
divided equally; why did 
you take the less share 
and offer me the bigger 
share." 

After the tricky 
distribution, the tiger 
entreat Apvuho how to 
carry the meat. Apvuho 
replied the tiger," you 
cut off the bamboo and 
make a basket out of un- 


* rooted bamboo, put your 

share inside the bamboo 

basket". The tiger did as instructed. Apvuho took his share to the village and bartered the meat with 
paddy. The tiger could not lift up the basket made of bamboo despite repeated attempt. He took out 
bones, gnew the portion and threw it away thinking that the heavy weight might be reduced. The tiger 
was indignant and destroyed the basket of his share of hunt. After that day onwards, it was said that the 
tiger broke the bond of friendship with Apvuho. Since then the Tiger became the enemy of men till date. 

The Crow and the Nightangle (The Colour Of Different Birds). 

Once upon a time, the Crow and the Nightingale made friendship. Both agreed to help each other 
in times of need. In the olden times they were both colourless birds. All other birds look beautiful and 
colourfull. The dullness of the colour prompted them to paint each other with selected rich and beautiful 
colour. This is the story of how the two birds acquired its colour. 

The first was the Nightingale to acquire its colour. The Crow painted the Nightingale beautifully. It 
was the chance for the Nightingale to paint the Crow. The Nightingale accidentally spilled the black 
colour on the feather of his friend. The Crow was annoyed to see the black colour over his feather. The 
Nightingale sensed the danger ahead, so he hurriedly made his way to escaped from the Crow. The 
Nightingale seeks safety in the dark and decided to become nocturnal. Even today, the Nightingale sings 
sweetly in the night and the Crow sing during day and night. 



THE PHOM NAGA TRIBE 


Folklores 

A tale of a stolen tail feathers 

Once a tailless bird called the 'Lesbi' in Phom were considered the guardian of the crops in the 
field. They have only three digits because they lost the others while dancing around in the field. The lesbi 
couldn’t fly to a long distance due to lack of the tail feathers and therefore, they were found mostly on the 
ground making an echoing sound such as hom...hom. This bird was jealous of other birds as it couldn't fly 
like them. 

A bird named Amuk in Phom was beautiful a birds which was blessed with a coloured feathers 
and a long tail. The amuk one day went for a bathe in a river so he took off the tail feathers and went to 
bath. The jealous lesbi on seeing the feathers grasped it and putting the tail feathers on him ran away. The 
amuk bird found out that his tail feathers were missing and went looking for it. Later the amuk discovered 
that the tail was stolen by the tailless lesbi. The enraged amuk requested the mink - a small wild animal, to 
help him in retrieving those feathers from the lesbi. The mink readily accepted the request and went in 
search of the lesbi. The mink knew that the lesbi was in a bamboo hole so he worked his way through the 
bamboo by cutting the nodes. The mink at last reached the lesbi's tail and took off the tail feathers living 
behind only two feathers on the lesbi. Then the mink gave the feathers back to the amuk and from that day 
on the lesbi had only two long tail feathers. 

How the Crab became flat 

In the beginning the shape of the Crab was round. But due to his proud and haughty behavior, he 
was well paid off when his round body 
became flat. Before the incident happened, 
the crab lived inside a rock and was very fat, 
round and nice to look at. One day he felt so 
hungry and wanted to eat fruit from a creeper 
called ’pai' (Phom) which is found twisted to 
the trees in the forest. Hungry as he was, the 
crab came out from the rock and looked at the 
fruit in the tree. At that time his friend, the 
squirrel was on the tree eating those fruit. 

The crab requested the squirrel to give him 
some fruits and as he waited anxiously, the 
squirrel plucked some of those fruits and 
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threw it down at him. But unluckily one of the fruit was hurled on the backbone of the earthworm. The 
earthworm in extreme pain and fright wriggled vigorously and touched the horn of sleeping deer. 

The deer was terrified and frightened and ran blindly. In the process he hit a group of bats with his 
long horns. The bats were alarmed and flew in different directions. In the commotion, mistaking it for a 
bamboo hole, one bat went into the elephant's nostril when the later was feeding. The elephant was 
irritated and could not eat properly. So he requested the bat to come out of his nostril. The bat, acceding to 
his request came out of the nostril. However, the elephant was very angry, so one day he informed all the 
concern animals to gather in the animal's court to solve the case. When everyone assembled on the 
appointed day, the elephant asked the bat why he entered his nostril. The bat said, "Sir, I did not know 
how I entered your nostril, I thought it was a bamboo hole. It is not my fault. When I was sleeping 
peacefully the deer's horn woke me and frightened me, so please excuses me this time.” 

The elephant called the deer and asked him to explain the situation in detail. The deer answered, 
"Sir, I was sleeping in my den, when suddenly the earthworm hit me on the horn. As a result, I Panicked 
and hit a group of bats while I was running through the jungle." The elephant then turned towards the 
earthworm and on being questioned, the earthworm answered, "Sir, as I was creeping on the ground, a 
fruits was hurled at me from the tree top by the squirrel and my body was split into two. When my body 
wriggled in pain it unintentionally touched the deer's horn. So it's not my fault.” 

The elephant now questioned the squirrel who said, "Sir, I use to eat the fruits as it is my food. On 
that day as I was eating those fruits my friend, the crab, begged me to give him some of those fruits. I felt 
pity for him so I hurled him some fruits and one fruit unluckily hit the earthworm.” 

The elephant then called the crab for questioning. However, the foolish crab defied the elephant's 
call and went back home without giving any reply. In anger the elephant stamped upon the rock under 
which the crab lived, with his heavy foot the impact was the result in flattening the crab's body. From that 
day onward, the crab whose shape was round became flat. 

How the rat begin to eat rice 

Once, a hunter placed a net-trap in a jungle to snare a deer. A tiger was on a hunt for its prey and as 
he was following the footprints of its prey, it got trapped in the net. He moved to get himself free but the 
net was too strong for him to get loose. The more the tiger moved to free, the more he got tangled in the 
net. The tiger struggled for many hours and was exhausted and finally gave up. 

The tiger was considered the king of animals and so in the animal kingdom all the decision was 
mostly under his command. Now as he lie trapped in the strong net many animals passed by. He 
requested them to free him but none was willing to help as they were scared of him. The tiger was worried 
as the day approached and he was sure that the man was coming. At that moment, a rat came by, so the 
tiger desperately requested the rat to free him from the net. At first, the rat was reluctant and said he would 
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only free the tiger if he promised him not to eat him and also give him a gift. The tiger now was at the 
mercy of the rat and therefore, promised the rat that if he was freed from the dead door then, it would be 
spared and will give food. After much bargaining the rat accepted the offer and started to cut the net with 

its sharp teeth. The work took nearly an hour and just as the man came the tiger was freed from the net and 
both the rat and the tiger escaped. 

The escape from the dead was so narrow that the tiger was indebted to repay to the rat. The tiger 

from then on promised not eat the rat and the rat was granted to eat the rice in the field as well as from the 
granary of the human folk. 

Taboo for accidental dead 

The Phom (Naga) tribe deserves certain taboo. It was considered that whenever a man or woman 
was killed by a tiger, the genealogical tree of that person was traced. This can reveal that the tiger target 
only this particular clan which was considered as the tiger's food clan. The tiger's food clan is not an 
outcast in the village but marrying to this clan is not advisable for other clan considering it as a taboo. 
Incase, a marriage takes place between the members of any clans with this tiger's food clan, then the 
person also become a part of the tiger's food clan. 

There are certain do's and don't when a person was killed by a tiger. Whenever a tiger kill any one, 
men folks from each house and the head of the clans comes out to sort the problem while the others i.e. the 
women, children and the youth 


roof of the victim's house and 
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remains there for six days. On 
day seven, the members of the 

victim's family goes to the river x ii l 

along with their entire house - 

hold goods, livestock, etc. and cleanse themselves in the water. When the neighboring villages hear that 
the village was undergoing a six days mourning, then as an act of charity they would prepare food and 
wait for them to come collect it. Selected boys from the village would go to the neighboring villages and 
collect whatever foods were prepared for them and the victim's family members. Those boys coming 
back from the other villages with those packages of food from the river were expected to reach the village 
on the same time. The food is then shared to all the families of the village who feast on it as a sign of new 
life and a new family. 
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The same is done for other kinds of accidental dead. The burial was not done in the community 
common graveyard. And therefore, it is also a taboo to take any of the victim's property as it may spread 
the contagious disease of accidental dead. 

Tale of Firewood 

In olden days, man didn't labor to bring firewood from the forest as the firewood would come to 
the kitchen by itself. The dried woods would come to the rich and money lender home, while the dried 
bamboos came to the house of the poor. This was considered nature's best gift to mankind and man's 
status was judge by the kind firewood that would come to their respective home. The entire human 
enjoyed this nature's blessing but later the firewood stopped coming by itself. From then onward, people 
had to go and cany the firewood from the forest and it became one of the labourious task man had to face 
in order to meet their livelihood. 

It is believed among the Phom (Naga) that to own a large quantity of firewood was a blessing and a 
sign of prosperity and wealth. Therefore, in order to be considered a higher social value or status, people 
try to store firewood as many as possible. 

The origin of tails in animals 

Long, long ago there were neither conflicts nor war and killing was not known to any of the 
species. Man and the animals lived peacefully in the same locality. During that time, there lived a group 
of friends in the same house. They 
were two monkeys, the languor and 
the gibbon, the porcupine, the dog 
and a rat. They were always 
concerned for each other's well wttT 

being and were hard working ^ gfc 

animals. Their daily hard labour 

routine were, the languor would \ / A I m 

grind rice to powder, the gibbon J 

would cook the food, the dog made Of 

the fire for cooking while the ^ 

porcupine would engage himself in \5^ 

sowing the mustard's seeds and the 

rat’s duty was to removed the husk of the rice grains. For many years, they lived happily, but one day fate 
took its course that the animals started to kill each other and hatred was created among the various 
species of animals. 

Even when there was killing among species, this group of friends remained faithful to one another 
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and they lived doing their share of labour. One day as they were engaged in their own assigned work, they 
heard the noise of their enemies coming to kill them so they were panicked and started to run for their life. 

The languor that was grinding rice ran away with the grinding stick and this later became its tail. 
The monkey who was cooking also ran with the cooking spoon which the later became his tail. The 
porcupine also heard the fearful sound and ran away for his life and in the course, some of the mustard 
seeds became its tail. When the rat heard the sound of the enemies approaching, it ran for its life with few 
rice grains still in its hand. The rat was not quick enough to escape its foe and the enemy got it, human 
were its enemy. The dog on the other hand did not run away and promised to serve the man. The dog also 
give fire to man. 

The dog's request was accepted and he lived with man by his fireside. He helped man in hunting 
and guarding his home. The rat bargained for its life and gave rice as manas prize and it asked man to 
accept him in his house. The man took the rice but chased the rat away saying that it was too small to help 
them. Man then planted the rice grains and got food from it. The rat was so angry at man that it vowed to 
destroy the crops in the field and that's how generation after generation rats have been worse enemy of 
man's crops. 

Folktales 

Folktale of a Tree and a girl 

Once upon a time there lived in a village a beautiful damsel. She was so beautiful and intelligent 
that she was loved and respected by all the villagers. There was also a beautiful big tree which grew in the 
same village. This tree was the biggest and the most popular tree in the village which was loved and cared 
by all. 

When the girl attained the age of 15 years, she was sent to the girl's dormitory. While she was in the 
dormitory, a boy kept visiting 
her every night. The girl wasn't 
sure who this boy was, but fell 
in love with this boy. Night 
after nights he would visit her. 

Neither of them had the guts to 
ask their names as such; this 
secret meeting went on for ^ 
some time. One day the girl r 

disclosed to her father about 
her mysterious lover. On 
hearing this strange affair, the 
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father was disturbed and so decided to find the mystery man. 

To trace the man, the father asked his daughter to present her lover with a shawl. One night, as per 
the plan the girl presented her lover with a beautiful and colourful shawl. The next day, the father and the 
daughter tried to find the man that would be wearing the shawl. They went on around the village but could 
not find a man wearing it. After a long search, the shawl was found hanging on the branch of a beautiful 
tree and the biggest tree in the village. This made the father curious to find this man. So one night the 
father waited patiently for this man and when the man came out after visiting his daughter he followed 
him. The lover boy later strangely transformed himself into a tree. This tree was the one which the 
villagers admired and considered as the biggest tree. Thus, the father came to know who his daughter's 
lover was and so he tried to kill this tree in order to hide the truth from the villagers that her daughter’s 
lover is a tree. 

The father in order to kill the boy started to cut the tree. The daughter knew that her father was 
cutting the tree to prevent her from embarrassment but since the tree was her lover she felt pity for it. She 
tried to avoid seeing this act but couldn't do so she went and wept secretly for her lover behind her father 
who was cutting the tree. As she was crying a piece of the wood flew off and struck her head and as the tree 
felt down the girl also felt and died. That was the tragic end of the two lovers. 

A Girl and the Mushroom 

There was a girl whose mother died and her father got married to a new wife. The father also died 
later living behind the girl with 
her step mother. The 
stepmother was so cruel that 
she makes her stepdaughter to 
work extremely hard. The 
stepdaughter was always ill 
treated; she was given very less 
food, continuously worked 
without any break and was not 
given proper clothes or place to 
sleep. The girl work hard in the 
field and any silly mistake was 
followed with severe 
punishment. The girl was very 
obedient as she was very scared of her step-mother. 

The stepmother wanted to get rid of her stepdaughter, so she gave all kinds of hard task but the poor 
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The Story of Widowed young son and Hornbill 

Once a young boy who lived with his widowed mother. He was very handsome and had many 
friends. He was the centre of attraction among his peer group. However, he was not free from the vicious 
sight of some jealous people in the society. One day there was an announcement in the village that all the 
youth in the village would go to catch young Hornbill in the nest. A penalty was announced that whoever 
failed to come would be fined with a 
pig measuring seven (7) times the 
length of thumb-to-mid finger. The 
announcement made every young 
man in the village compulsory to 
join the expedition. His mother told 
him not to go because there were 
many people who were jealous of 
his beauty, however, the young boy 
did not want to lose their pig in a fine 
and so he joined the group to catch 
young Hornbill in the nest. The 
Hornbill built its nests on a big high 
trees and it was very difficult to 
climb the tree. They made a ladder and leaned it on the trunk of the tree on which the Hornbill had its nest. 
Everyone in the group pretended to be unable to climb the ladder except the widowed young son who 
ignorant of the cruel prank set by the villagers eagerly climbed the tree to reach out to the Hornbill nest. 
As soon as the young boy reached the nest, the villagers put down the ladder and went home, leaving 
behind the poor boy on the tree. The boy could not come down without the ladder and so sat on the branch 
near the nest. When evening came the parents of the young Hornbill arrived with its day long earned food. 
When the Hornbill saw the young boy, it tried to attack but the boy told them that he was on guard of their 
young ones as some human beings were trying to take away their young ones. Honored by the service of 
the young boy the Hombills decided to feed the young boy. It fetched food from the hut of farmers, 
brought rice beer and fed the boy. The young Hornbill started to grow fast however the boy plugged its 
wing feathers and put it under his garments and this way the young birds were unable to fly away with its 
parents. However, at one time the boy did not remove the wing feathers and the birds were ready to fly 



friends came rushing to him but as they reached, he pretended to be dead. They were all scared to touched 
this dead fox as they feared that the fatal wound would infect them too. Therefore, instead of attending the 
dead body of their friend, they ran to the house of the elder brother fox and informed him of the unfortunate 
incident of the dead of his brother. 

On hearing the news his elder brother came rushing to the spot wishing his brother was fine but he 
found that his younger brother was dead. He broke down with bitter cry, he was so heart broken. Now, it 
was believed that, if one dies in an accident or a fight the corpse should not be touched but firstly, a ritual ol 
cleansing was done to clean the corpse. While the other animals were watching, the elder brother fox 
started to perform the ritual as he kept weeping. So while the elder brother was performing the ritual 
crying over the body of his brother, his younger brother got up and said, "I was pretending to be dead in 
order to find who were my true friend, and now that I have learnt enough lesson". The younger brother fox 
requested his elder brother to forgive him and also invited him for dinner. They went to the younger 
brother's house and had a big feast. Thus, their relation was restored and they took care of each others 
welfare and never forgot to send their games meat. 

Therefore, among the Phom a saying goes that, "love bond is strongest within the consanguineous 
kin group." And this is true even to these days. 

The Origin of Head Hunt 

In the past, men and animals lived together and could communicate with one another. During this 
period, head hunting was not known to people and 
therefore the word 'killing' was an alien language to the 
people. But once there was a misunderstanding 
between a spider and a mantis, which let them to a 
quarrel. This small quarrel let to a big fight between 
them. These two insects became a hot rival and they 
began to even kill each other. Whenever the spider kill 
the mantis he would first cut off the head of the mantis, 
and the mantis also does the same to the spider. This 
rivalry was learned by other animals and thus laid the 
seed for creating hatred and killing between men, which 
eventually let to head hunting. Therefore, head hunting became a practice to prove their dominancy as 
well as a souvenir of bravery and an act of a warrior. 




child always succeed in doing it. One day the stepmother took a very evil plan. She asked her 
stepdaughter to go and collect full-bloomed mushrooms. The girl was given a big basket where she 
would fill with the mushrooms and bring it home. The day happened to be a dry day and the mushrooms 
shrunk due to dehydration. But the stepdaughter unaware of the fact went to collect the mushrooms. She 
searched around in the forest for mushroom but could find only shrunk dehydrated mushrooms. She 
searched on till she was tired, hungry. She was worried because her stepmother would throw her out if she 
didn't bring any full-bloomed mushrooms. The girl began to ciy at noon as she couldn't find a single full- 
bloomed mushroom. As she sat crying, an angel came in the form of a woman and asked her the problem. 
When the girl narrated her problem, the woman advised her to bring some water from the spring and 
sprinkle it on the shrunk mushrooms. The girl happily did it as was told the shrunk mushrooms began to 
bloom and attained its full-bloomed sizes. The girl then collected the bloomed mushrooms and hurried 
home with the big basket full of mushrooms. 

The step-mother on seeing her step-daughter coming home came out rushing to find out that she 
had the full bloomed mushrooms in the basket as she had demanded. The stepmother was amazed to find 
full-bloomed mushrooms during off-season. But this taught the step-mother to realize that an unseen god 
protects and guide her step-daughter. So from that day onward she treated her stepdaughter decently. 

Tale of Two Foxes 

Once there lived two brother foxes. The elder brother fox was poor and hard working, while the 
younger brother fox was rich and lived luxuriously. However, the relation between this two brother foxes 
was bad as the younger brother fox did not love his elder brother and enjoys the company of other animal 
friends. Whenever the younger brother fox hunt a prey, he dined with his friends and never invited his 
elder brother to the party. The younger brother fox even sent the best part of meat to all friends who 
couldn't come to the party. This continued 
for a long time but the fox was unhappy 
because his friends never invited him for a 
dinner nor in return did they send him any 
meat whenever they killed an animal. 

So one day he decided to test these 
friends as to whether they were true friend. 

To carry out his plan he killed a dog, smeared 
the blood all over his body, and scattered the 
fine pieces of meat on the floor. The fox then 
pretended to have a big fight with dogs and 
was mortally wounded. He gave a loud 
scream of a dying-voice. On hearing this, his 



away with its parents. When the time came for the birds to move away, the parents of the young birds 
asked the boy to choose one of the two things offered to him. He was offered with a big rock called 
"nyitunno" and the other a storm called "caghamvu". The boy chose the storm. He was granted of his 
choice and was told that the bird would bring along with it a strong storm and this storm would blow the 
bamboo by which the epical shoot of the bamboo would come at a reachable distance to where the boy 
sits. When the bamboo would come near, the boy would grab the bamboo and he would manage to land. 
The boy did exactly what was told to him and he could come down from the high tree to land. At mid night 
he came home, knocked the door of his house, whereby, his widowed mother not believing his son to be 
alive ignored it, and did not open the door. The boy then explained to his mother the content of the house 
and asked his mother to at least give him the mat from where he used to keep as usual. By this the mother 
was convinced and let her son in. 

The return of the boy soon spread the village and his popularity increased even more than usual. 
Some group in the village took jealouse of it and planned yet another prank to eliminate the boy. One 
fateful day there was another cry in the village announcing the village youth to go for fishing in the river. 
The same condition was laid in which the absentees would be liable to pay with a pig measuring seven 
time the length of a thumb-to-mid-finger measure as fine for not complying to the mass move of the 
village. The mother suspected that the villagers were planning another prank and told her son not to go 
however the son told his mother that he did not want to loose their pig in a fine and he went out to comply 
with the announcement. When they came to a riverside, one of them called each boy in the group to see 
their face in the water. Everyone was pushed aside saying that they were not pretty however when the son 
of the widow came they pushed him inside the water and stoned him to death. After killing the boy the 
village youth returned home contented for their successful mission. The deceased boy had a girl friend in 
among the youth that went to 
the river. Everyone left 
home but she sat on the 
riverside crying for her dead 
boyfriend. In the meantime 
when she sat there, the boy's 
big toe floated up from the 
water, the girl took it home to 
show to the boy's mother. 

The mother of the deceased 
boy could not stand the death 
of her son and decided to 
take revenge of her son. 



When the youth were fast asleep, she planted a land-sliding "magic-stone" around the "Morung" in 
which the youth were sleeping. At midnight there was a huge landslide and the widow could hear the 
moan of the people who were going down the slop in the landslide. When the "Morung" got upside down 
covered in the mud no sound could be heard however when it rolled up the moaning of the people was 
heard. 

Story Of A Man That Turned Into A Bird 

Once, a man went for hunting and spotted a wild pig. He started chasing it. The pig went to a place 
where a beautiful young lady lived. The lady claimed that the pig belong to her and asked the man why he 
was chasing it, to this the man replied that he did not intent to kill the pig but chased it to a safer place 
because hunters were after it. The lady was impressed with the man for saving her pig. The man fell in 
love with the lady and asked her to marry him. The lady told the man that her parents would allow only 
when the man could pass certain test. She told the man how to pass the test. 

When the parents came 
home, the lady told her parents 
that the man had saved their pig 
from hunters.. The man told the 
lady's parents that he was 
willing to marry their daughter. 

The young lady pleaded to her 
parents and finally agreed to 
give their daughter if the man 
managed to pass certain tests. 

In the first test, the man was 
asked to feed the pigs. It was 
very difficult for an ordinary 
man to feed a wild boar, 
however he was not afraid because the lady had already told him how to feed the boars. He served the 
food into the ground and jumped into a big wooden container and escaped. In the next test, he was asked 
to feed dogs. It was not ordinary dogs but wolves. The man served the food and jumped on the pounding 
table and covered himself with a winnowing fan and as a result, he wasn't harmed. Finally, after fulfilling 
to pass the test the parents agreed to give their daughter to the man. The man put his fiancee in a basket 
and carried her home however he was advised not to rest on the way or he would face problem. As the 
man was on his way home carrying his fiancee in the basket he felt very thirsty and decided to put down 
the basket. He went down to a small pond to drink water. When he came back to resume his journey he 
could not lift the basket and at last he decided to go home and call his relatives to come and help him. 
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While he went home a lady named Ntsubili was passing through the path. She saw a large basket by the 
side of the path. She went and opened the basket and saw a beautiful lady inside it. Ntsubili asked the 
lady to step out of the basket and asked her to take out her dresses and ornaments. Ntsubili put on the 
dresses and ornaments and ripped off the lady into pieces and threw it away and she got inside the 
basket. When the man returned from home with his relatives the basket became very light. They opened 
the basket to have a look at the lady and found she very ugly with a protruded face and mouth. The man's 
relatives laughed and mocked at him for his claim that his wife was the daughter of god. The man could 
not help but bring Ntsubili home and married her. They bore a child which was also ugly. 

After few years 
when the man went to 
fetch bamboo shoot, he 
found a very healthy and 
beautiful bamboo shoot 
growing by the side of the 
pond on which he once 
drank water. He said to 
himself that the shoot 
looked like his late 
fiancee. He plucked the 
bamboo shoot and 
brought home and asked 
his wife to cook it. An unusual blobbing noise sounded when Ntsubili was cooking it. The sound was too 
irritating for her as it called her name.. ..Ntsubili kemesonthi.. .meaning "Ntsubili choke to death". She 
could not stand the noise and threw the pot away. The half cooked bamboo shoot curry turned into a 
healthy orange tree. The plant bore many good fruits and the man shared it among his neighborhood. 
There also lived an old widow who complained that she was not given a single orange from the tree. The 
man found one last fruit tangled at the top of the tree which he gave it to the old woman. The old woman 
happily took the fruit home. She washed her hand to eat the fruit however she forgot to eat and kept it in 
her safe. This continued for a long time. 

The widow went to her field and comes late after long hours of hard work in her field. One fine 
day when she came home she found her home tidily cleaned and her dinner cooked. She was surprised 
of the unusual thing and announced the neighborhood of what happened in her house. She said that 
whoever had been so good to her would be rewarded bountifully however, the neighbors laughed at her. 
This incident went for many days. One day she pretended to go to her field and waited at the back of her 
house to see who the generous person was. As evening approached a beautiful lady came out of her safe 



box and started her usual household chores. The widow entered suddenly and got hold of the young lady 
however the lady said that she was not fully matured and asked the widow to adopt her after three day. 
The widow waited for three days and in the meantime she made rice beer and made preparations to adopt 
the young lady. On the third day, the young lady came out of the safe. She was extremely beautiful. She 

had orange peels still stuck on her elbow and knee. The widow and the young lady lived together and 
were very happy. 

One day the man who lived with his ugly wife Ntsubili carried his child on his back and was 
spinning top for his child. The child had bruises and scabies all over it head. The top swung and broke the 
thread of the young lady weaving cloth. The man went to fetch the stray top and saw the lady and said to 
her that she looked like his wife once upon a time. The lady lamented that she might had been so. The man 
fell for the lady and asked the lady to marry her and they were married. They lived together under one 
roof with the former wife. It was a problem to live with two wives in the same house and the man decided 
to divorce one of them that failed to succeed in certain tests. The two wives were first asked to fetch 
firewood from the jungle. The man cleared the path for both the wives where they would go to fetch 
firewood. For Ntsubili, he cut the path that led to a place were no good fire wood was available while for 
his beautiful wife, he cut the path that led to a place where good fire wood was abundant. In this test the 
result was in favor of his beautiful wife however Ntsubili would not leave the house. The next test was for 
the wives to pluck a banana leaf that grew among thorny bushes. Ntsubili fetched it but it was all tom. The 
young lady asked spider to wrap the leaf with its web and she managed to fetch the leaf without a scratch 
on the leaf. This too could not serve the purpose and a third and final test was then announced. The wives 
were to fetch the cleanest water. The husband again prepared a path for both the wives. For Ntsubili, he 
cleared a path that led to a place where water was red with iron deposits. For his beautiful wife he cut a 
path that led to a place where pebble filled water bed and clear water was found. The wives set out for the 
test and when they returned Ntsubili came home very dirty as she took bath with red iron and brought 
dirty water whereas the beautiful wife came home clean and brought home crystal clear water. When 
Ntsubli was descending on a ladder backward the man cut her leg and killed her. Her death body gave rise 
to a plant that bored tiny sour fruits. The man cut the tree and made a ladder for his granary house. 

One day a call for war was announced and the man had to go leaving behind his wife. He told his 
wife not to go the granary alone until he comes back from the war. After many days had past some fellow 
warriors return home and lied to the lady that her husband was returning home victoriously from war and 
asked his wife to fetch paddy from the granary and prepare rice beer for him. The lady followed the 
instruction and went alone to fetch paddy however, the ladder broke and killed her along with the child in 
her womb. The man returned home and found his wife dead. He mourned and prayed to god to 
reincarnate her again however the spirit told him that it can no longer reincarnate into human being. 
Finally it turned into a hunting dog. The dog was not allowed to be taken for hunting by another person. 


The man lived with the dog and they were very successful in hunting games. One day his brother came to 
him and asked for the dog to go hunting but the man denied it, however his brother would not listen and 
pleaded and at last he agreed and the brother took the dog for hunting. The dog went on chasing a game. 
His brother followed the dog and tried to call it back but the dog would not listen to his called and went 
further crossing mountain after another. The man's brother went on calling the dog and later on turns 
itself into a bird. To this day the bird is identified as "death mans' dog caller". 

A Tiger And A Cow 

A tiger and a cow were good friends and they went together to the forest to feed themselves 
everyday. This was the daily routine for the two friends. The cow used to make a great deal of noise when 
she munched grass and the tiger was afraid to hear the noise. The tiger asked the cow that she must be 
having the most sharp and strongest teeth in the whole animal kingdom. However, the cow told her 
friend that she did not have any teeth on her upper jaw. The tiger said again that it was afraid of the cows' 
horn however the cow replied that its horn was just ornamental and had no utility in any way. The tiger 
then knew that its friend was harmless and that is why tigers eat cows to this day. 

The Tiger And The Wild Boar 

One day a tiger and a wild boar decided to fight and see which was the stronger of the two. It was 
agreed that they would meet after seven days, and for those seven days each of them were busy 
preparing for the great fight. The tiger spend its days winding and tying bands of cane round its body. 
The wild boar wallowed and let layer after layer of mud and dry on for those seven days. When they 
fought at the end of the seven days the tiger got nothing but mouthfuls of mud every time he charged and 
tried to bite the boar, but the wild boar was able to snap a band of cane every time it charged. At last the 
tiger was badly wounded and admitted defeat. He knew he would never be able to kill a wild boar in its 
prime time, so told the boar to wait till it was old that it would eat the boar. That was why tigers never 
attack wild boars in their prime, but always tried to kill them when they became old. 

How Crab Became Small 

Once a wild boar went to bathe in a stream, while he was in the water, the crab, which was much 
bigger then, pinched his private parts. The 
wild boar jumped up in pain and charged 
straight into the jungle. There he ran into a 
wild banana tree and frightened a bat that 
was sleeping by hanging under one of the 
broad leaves. The bat flew across a 
Sambhur's face and stampeded it. The 
Sambhur startled with the sudden charge of 



the bat trod on a tigers' cub in its flight and killed it. At this the tiger was very angry with the sambhur, but 
the sambhur laid the blame on the bat and said that had not the bat frightened him, he would be sleeping 
peacefully and that accident would not occur. The tiger asked the bat why it rushed and disturbed the 
S?mbhar in its sleep to cause such a serious mishap that cost the life of its cub. The bat laid the blame to 
the wild boar and said that it was sleeping peacefully under a banana leaf when the wild boar charged 
into the banana tree without warning and as a result, the bat flew violently and stampeded the Sambhar. 
The tiger then questioned the wild boar why it had to charge the banana tree without warning? The wild 
boar then laid the blame upon a crab. The tiger wanted to catch the crab and punish it, but the crab had 
withdrawn into its hole in the rocks, and the tiger could not get it out. The tiger called all the animals but 
no one could help him get the crab. At last the gibbon put his hand right into the hole and pulled out the 
crab. But the crab hung on to the gibbon's finger with its big claw. Then the gibbon shook the crab off, 
and the crab fell to the ground and broke into many pieces, each of which became a crab. That was how 
crabs became small in size. 

Why Dogs Cannot Talk 

At the beginning of time when god first made earth 
men never died and all living creatures including plants 
and animals could talk and understand each other. God 
saw that the world was very beautiful and all creatures 
living in harmony with each other was an added blessing 
to his great plan. He was very contented of his creation 
however, this happiness was short lived and god saw that 
the creatures on earth had started facing problem in 
coexisting with each other. 

Men went on increasing in number and food reserve 
became very scarce. Things were worse because 
whenever a man trapped an animal or go to hunt an animal 

it protested and he would let it go, and whenever a man went to cut any thing in the jungle the plants 
would ask for mercy and the man would go home without fetching home his need. God saw that the 
world would soon end as there would be nothing to eat, so he took away the power of speech from all 
living things except dogs and man. 

Thereafter, the man and the dog began to hunt persistently and killed many animals of their 
choice. The dogs, being able to speak, were able to cry out the exact sound made by the game they were 
chasing and this made it very easy to hunt down any game. Soon god saw a grave danger in the 
continuation of animals' life on earth, because the man and the dog was a perfect match in hunting. 
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Many animals were hunted down by the pair and god feared that if this continued for long all animals 
would be totally exterminated from the face of the earth and so god sent Hasung to stretch the dogs' 
tongue and from that day dogs cannot talk. 

The Wagtail 

At the very beginning of time the world was nothing but a sheet of water. God send various birds 
and beasts to search for dry land, but no one could find it. At last god asked the crab to help. The crab 
dived to the bottom of the sea and brought up earth in its claws. God spread the earth over the water 
surface and a sheet of soft mud appeared. God called upon all the creatures of the earth to stamp the mud 
and make it firm, but in spite of their hard work it could not be succeeded. At last the wagtail arrived and 
patted the mud with its tail till it became firm. It was for this reason that the wagtail bird moves its tail up 
and down when it walks. 

The Finding of Chillies 

Chilies first grew in the garden of Mezakiiku, a descendant of jemu clan though no one had ever 
sown the seed. Mezakiikii was not sure if they were poisonous, so he gave chilly to a dumb person to see 
what would happen if he ate it. The dumb person ate the chilly but instead of being harmed, his face 
glowed with clear sign of freshness. Then he came to know that chilly was eatable and that's how the first 
chilly was introduced to man. 

The Origin Of The Tselanyu Clan 

An ancestress of Tselanyu 
clan had a lover to whom she bore 
a son. She named the child Tsela, 
and he was the first man of the 
clan. Tsela's mother did not know 
that her lover had dual life. Her 
lover was a hairy brown caterpillar 
by day and a handsome man by 
night. The lovers met only during 
night time and never met during 
the day. At day time each one 
would be busy with their respective works and never bother to see each other at day time. One day when 
the lady went to her field she saw a brown hairy caterpillar on a bridge and she jabbed at it with her 
walking stick. She did not know that it was her lover until when night came and her lover came to her 
place as usual to see her. Her lover came to her place with his neck twisted and she asked what had 
happened. The man told her that he was always a brown hairy caterpillar by day, and that his lover had 





jabbed him with her walking stick when he was in the bridge on the way to the field. When she heard the 
true color of her lover she got very angry and pushed him off the bed into the fire. The man cursed the 
woman before he breathed his last. He cursed that his lover would die by his hairs. From that night 
onward when the woman sat down to have her meal her food was infested with the caterpillars' hair and 
she could not cat her food. This continued for many nights and the woman died out of starvation. The hair 
of the caterpillar was poisonous and the split of its hair would prick into one hand when touched and 
cause painful injury when it was not taken out. 

The caterpillar is called Tselapunki’ in Rengma language, which means Tsela’s caterpillar. Till 
today when a person got a sting of the caterpillars' hair, they go in search of Tsela clan members, because 

with their spittoon and a scratch on the wound with theirnails the sting of the caterpillars' hair can easily 
be removed. 

The Orphan Girl 

Once upon a time a man and his wife lived with their own daughter and an orphan girl whom they 
had adopted as a daughter. One day a man came from another village to ask for the hand of the daughter 
in marriage. The parents agreed and told him to come back at dawn next day and take her. Now, the 
adopted daughter was very harshly treated by her foster parents, and especially by her foster mother. She 
had begun pounding rice long before the man came, and when he arrived at dawn she was all dirty and 
covered with husks, while the real daughter only sat idly in the house wearing her best clothes. Then the 
mother asked the suitor which of the two girls he would choose, whether the clean girl or the dirty one. 
The suitor said that he would take the girl with dirty clothes on, because he knew that the girl was hard 

working. The mother could not protest and gave away the girl of the suitors' choice. But the mother was 
very angry because the suitor 

did not choose her daughter * ** • * - s t 

for marriage. The mother % M ^ 

gave her daughter's oldest ** *** 

clothes to wear and the oldest JiBBT 

and worn out basket to carry Hi 

to go to her husband's house. 

secretly made herself fine 
clothes of wild simul cotton, 
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treasures in a hollow tree. She took her husband to the tree and changed herself there, and the couple 
went off very happy, greeting neighbours as they passed them on the road. 

In a short time the couple grew very rich, and the girl sent a message for her foster-parents to visit 
them. The parents came one day and as they reached the village the foster-mother asked where her 
adopted daughter's house was and a villager showed the house that had fine carved post and told them 
that their adopted daughter lived there with her husband. When they arrived at the house the daughter 
welcomed them in and spread a cloth embroidered with cowries on the mother's stool and a fine valued 
cloth earned by Mithun sacrifice on the father's stool. The father felt ashamed at the way they had treated 
by their daughter in the past, and would not sit down at first, but the mother plumbed herself down 
truculently at once. The girl offered them rice-beer instead of water to wash their hands and mouths. The 
man refused it, but the woman accepted it. The evening before they left the girl served her foster-father 
meat and rice and her foster-mother bones and rice, but in the morning she gave bones to the man and 
meat to the woman for the return journey. The host husband kept wild dogs for hunting and the wife send 
the dogs to see off her foster-parents on the way. But the daughter warned her foster father of the wild 
dogs and told him to throw the bones if the dogs chased them. As the dogs chased the couple, the man 
kept throwing down the bones and the dogs delayed their chase gnawing the bones and the man could 
reach home safely. But the woman threw lumps of meat and the dogs gobbled them up in no time and 
resumed the chase. Later, when the meat exhausted them woman became victim of the hungry wild dogs. 

That'night the dogs came home when the girl and her husband were inside the house. The dogs 
were talking among themselves and one of them said that it had the woman's pubic hair stuck on its teeth. 
The wife overheard and was certain that the dogs had eaten her foster-mother and she drove them away 
into the forest. Her husband was very angry that his wife had drove away his hunting dogs and told his 
wife that she would not be given anything to eat until his dogs were called back. The wife tied a cloth 
round her waist to lower her hunger and tried to call the dog for seven days but did not succeed and so she 
undid the cloth round her waist and fell down dead of hunger. 

The Weasel And The Night Cuckoo 

Weasel is a small wild animal with reddish-brown fur, a long thin body and short legs and eats 
smaller animals and birds. Cuckoo is a bird that makes a sound like its name. It does not build its nest but 
lays eggs on other bird’s nest. It always makes its call at night. One day the weasel asked the cuckoo how 
it could stay alert whole night long and sing. The cuckoo replied that it did not know that it sings at night 
and told that it might be singing in sleep. The next night after, the weasel waited till it heard a cuckoo call 
out at night, and then creeps up and pulled out the cuckoos' intestine and feasted on it. That is why 
cuckoos have only single string of intestine to this day and its anus is always wet with fecal excretion. 



The Banana Tree And The Sago Palm 


The banana tree and the sago palm were friends. In those days the sago plant bore fruit from the 
crown and the banana tree from the stem. The sago palm told the banana tree that it is better to bear fruit 
from the crown as it did and after this the banana tree always bore fruit from the crown, and the sago palm 
from the stem. The banana tree dies when it has fruited once however the saga plant can bear fruit year 
after year. 

The Tiger And The Monkey 

One day a man was plucking fig fruits from one of the fig tree that belonged to a tiger. Then a tiger 
was passing through it and found the man on the tree. The tiger protested and ordered the man to come 
down or it would climb up and kill him. The man said to the tiger "my wife is pregnant and wanted to eat 
fig fruit" and the man told the tiger that when the child is bom he would give it to him. The tiger agreed 
and helped the man to pluck more fruits. Then on, whenever the tiger meet the man it asked if the child is 
bom and the man would tell that the child is not bom. One day the man's wife gave birth to a girl child and 
they named herAlu. 

Alu was growing fast but her father would always lie to the tiger that she was too small to be given 
away to him, but one day the man could not hide the girl any longer and decided to give away as 
promised. The man told the tiger that he would bring the girl along with him to their field, and he told the 
tiger to wait for the girl outside the field where thatch grass grew. When the father reached the field with 
the girl, he asked her to go and pluck a wild flower that was blooming near the thatch plants. The girl 
obeyed and went to pluck it, however the waiting tiger caught her and took her away with him. 

Alu's mother felt very sad and told a monkey that it would be richly rewarded if it could rescue her 

daughter from the custody of the 

tiger. The monkey then followed 

the tiger and Alu and stayed with / 

them at the tiger's place. The tiger ill 

licked the girl and in the process its 

mustache pricked the girl and she SZZZjf 

- |flft * 

screamed, the tiger asked what was s V 
wrong and the monkey told that the 1 * N 
girl wanted to have a necklace and ^0 

the tiger would kill a woman and 
bring her necklace. Each time when 
the girl screamed the monkey 
demanded one or the other 
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ornaments and clothes on behalf of the girl and the tiger brought all. When the girls dress and ornaments 
were all got, the monkey made a plan with Alu to attempt an escape. One day the monkey told the tiger 
that they would go to field while Alu would stay home and make rice beer for them. The tiger agreed and 
they went to the field. In the field, the tiger was digging a new pond by the riverside, and when it was 
about to finish, the monkey would destroy it and quickly climb up a tree pretending to see if Alu was fine. 
This went on for sometime and at last the monkey saw a large smoke coming out of the tigers' house and 
it announced that Alu was in danger. The monkey had already told Alu to set the tigers' house on fire and 
go to a safe place to hide herself. As they reached home, the monkey swung from a rope and said "I will 
die where Alu died" and jumped over across the fire and escaped away with Alu. The tiger followed the 
monkey and said "1 will also die where Alu died" andjumped into the blazing fire and died. 

The monkey took Alu home and gave her to the parents. Alu's mother was so pleased to see her 
daughter however when the monkey asked for its reward, the mother gave only a small piece of red cloth 
and a black bead necklace. The monkey was not happy and stuck the red cloth in its buttock and went 
away sadly into the jungle. That was why monkeys have red buttocks. The monkey broke the string of 
the black bead necklace and threw it into shallow places and it turned in a wild banana plant and to this 
day the flower of wild banana resembled black colored beads. 

The Spirit, The Tiger And The Man 

There existed a myth that the mother of the first spirit, the first tiger and the first man came out of 
the earth from a hole of a pangolin. It was not known who the father was, but the son was of the Tepinyu 


clan. That is why members of this clan may not eat pangolin meat, though members of other clans do. 
They all lived together in one house. Among them, the spirit was the oldest, the tiger the next, and the 
man the youngest. In time the woman became old and each member in the house would stay home and 
take care of the old woman while the other two would go out in their respective works. When the tiger 
stayed home, it would lick their mother all day in a want to eat her and when evening comes, she would 
become weaker but when the spirit stayed home, she was better. But she slowly got worse, and at last she 
knew her end was near and told the man and the spirit to let the tiger go to the field for if it stayed home it 
would eat her up. That day she died and the man and the spirit buried the woman under the hearth so that 
the tiger should not find and eat it. 

Even after the mother died, they continued to sleep together in the house. The man had his bed on 
one side of the hearth, the tiger on the other, and the spirit across the house behind the fire. The spirit was 
suspicious of the tiger and fixed a long reed between the tiger and the man's bed so that if the tiger 
attempted to kill the man at mid night the spirit would know it. At midnight the spirit felt the tiger press 
against the reed, but it fell with a rattle on the hearth and the tiger slipped back into its bed. From this the 
spirit was sure that the tiger intended to kill the man and the next morning they decided to split up. 

The spirit arranged a contest between the tiger and the man. He told them that whoever first 
touched the banana tree set at a distant place would led a straight path in life while the loser would 
always have to wander hither and thither. The spirit cut tracks for the two competitors to run in, and to 
help the man he cut for him a straight track through the jungle, and for the tiger a winding one. In spite of 
the winding track the tiger was about to touch the plant however the man shot an arrow, which was given 
to him by the spirit and the arrow hit the banana stem. The man was declared the winner. 

The tiger was very angry at the trick that the spirit and the man had played on him and wanted to go 
straight into the forest. The tiger said to the man that they don't have any relation then and warned the 
man not to wander too much in the valleys in winter when the leaves of the forest are off the tree because 
it takes shelter in the shady gullies during those seasons. In the summer the man should not come too 
much up in the high hills or breezy ridges because it would roam there then. It also told the man to use 
hoe to clear weeds and pull the unwanted shoots from the stump to stop the shoot from growing further. 
And at last told the man not to marry women from his own clan and if he would marry a woman from the 
same clan the tiger would kill them. To this day this belief was uphold and often told to the youngsters 
that a man marrying from the same clan would become the victim of a tiger. 



THE SANGTAM NAGAS 


A tale of a small black bird called ’TEKHE' 

Once there lived two brothers who were orphan since childhood. These two brothers lived by 
cultivating a field. The elder brother was a wicked person and he always ill-treated his younger brother. 
One day they went to work in the field, later after a tiring work under the scorching sun, the younger 
brother was hungry and told his brother to stop for their lunch. The elder brother did not pay any attention 
and made him work harder saying they can rest later. While the younger brother was working the elder 
brother had already ate his food secretly therefore, he wasn't hungry but he pretended as though he was 
hungry and tired. Whenever the younger brother asked for a lunch break the elder brother would insist to 
finish the work first. This evil trick played by his elder brother on him was not the first time and he felt so 
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helpless and sad. But that day, the hunger was so severe that the younger brother desperate and unhappy 
ran away and got converted himself into a small black bird called TEKHE'. Towards the evening, the 
elder brother called his brother for food but there was no response. He searched the whole of the 1 leld but 
his younger brother was found nowhere. He searched and searched for his brother but 'Alas' at last he met 
his younger brother in the form of a bird still calling him ' 1 ETE...TETE' which in Sangtam means 
'BROTHER...BROTHER'. 

The elder brother could not do any thing and regretted his mistake. The elder bother left a food 
bundle on the branch of a bitter gourd tree in the field for his younger brother to feed upon. Next day when 
the elder brother came to the field he found the food bundle still un-opened. The food bundle was left out 
there for many days but it was not consumed by the transformed bird tekhe. Therefore the food got 
fermented and turned sour into a sticky creamy liquid. The elder brother was now very sad so he took this 
fermented food home and mixed it with fresh food so as to punish himself by eating sour food. The elder 
brother in regret for his misdeed without giving any second thought drank the fermented semi-liquid food. 
He felt a kind of dizziness after he drank the mixed food and later he gradually began to forget his sorrows. 
But when the dizziness was over the pain reoccurred reminding him of his younger brother. So he 
continued to consume this fermented semi-fluid food by preparing it again. Therefore, it is believe that the 
local beer originated there after and this drink became a popular drink. 

ATale of a Wild-Cat and a Cock 

The wild-cat was an enemy of many other animals. It was so malicious and mischief therefore, all 
the animals avoided this wild-cat. The wildcat was also a threat to many small animals especially the 
chickens which it constantly attacked. However, this wild-cat was afraid of the cock as it thought that the 
cock had a big head. The wild-cat also thought the cock crow from the mounted tail mistaking it as the 
head and when the cock crowed loudly this further frightened the wild-cat. 

So, one day the wild-cat in order to conceal his fright decided to make friend with the cock. He 

approached the cock with the proposal to which the 
cock promptly agreed and they planned for a 
friendship meal. On the appointed day, they prepared 
themselves a good meal and to strengthen their 
friendship bond they decided to feed each other with 
their hands. The cock first fed the food into the mouth 
of the wild-cat as a good gesture of their friendship, 
while the wild-cat in reply tried to feed the cock's tail 
thinking to be its head. Amazed the cock told his new 
friend that his mouth was on the opposite end and that mounted feathers was his tail. 1 he wild-cat was now 




made aware that the cock's head is very small as compared to its body. Therefore, the wild-cat taking the 
advantage of the weakling killed the cock without any hesitation and ate it. From that day onward the 
wild-cat started to kill even the older chicken as it did with the cock. 

A tale of chilly discovery 

Once upon a time there were two brothers who belong 
to the Mongzaru clans. The elder brother named Muphi, 
one day went to the forest to collect fire wood. In the forest 
he saw a plant which bears a cluster of small slender and M 
colorful fruits. In his curiosity, he plucked few of those 
strange fruits and ate them. After he ate those fruits he felt a 

severe burning sensation in his abdomen. The burn was so painful that he felt as if he was naked. He went 
home after collecting enough fire wood and took with him some of the strange fruits. The next morning he 
narrated the discovery of the strange fruits and its taste to his younger brother. 

The younger brother was also keen to taste the strange fruits which his brother had discovered. After 
he had eaten the fruits he felt the same sensation of a severe bum in his abdomen but unlike his brother, he 
couldn't tolerate the pain and thought that his brother had given him the fruit in order to poison him. He got 
so angry and thereby killed his brother in a rage which he later regretted for his foolishness. When the pain 
had subsided, he discovered that the fruits were actually edible. And so he named this strange fruit as babo 
(in Sangtam) which means chilly. 

Therefore, the Sangtams believes that a chilly should not be shared among two brothers as it would 
bring a bad luck on them. It was considered a taboo as sharing of chilly could make them even loose their 
head to the enemy. 


A tale on why tiger forbid dog's meat 

The tiger was considered as the 
strongest and ferocious animal in the 
forest so he could eat any animals he can 
kill. But the tiger was not satisfied as he 
could not eat the well fed domesticated 
animals such as the cow, pig, goat, dog, 
etc. so one day he ask those animals for a j { 
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test to prove themselves that they are 
superior then him. 

The tiger firstly asked the cow to 
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show what superior quality she had to prove herself not to be eaten by him. The cow pondered for a while 
and came up with a test, which she thought was hard for the tiger to do. The test was that, the tiger has to 
carry a rolled bundle of wall-mat made out of bamboo. When the tiger tried this, it was heavy but he could 
lift it up in a second attempt. The tiger then knew that, even the huge bodied cow can't match his strength 
and thereby killed the cow and ate it. 

Secondly, the tiger asked the pig to prove his strength to which the foolish pig replied that in order 
to eat him the tiger should be able to carry a big bundle of yam trees. The pig thought that the task would 
be hard for the tiger and he could escape the dead. But the pig was proved wrong as the tiger easily carried 
the bundle of yam trees. So the pig submitted himself to be eaten by the tiger without a fight as he had 
promised. 

Now the tiger knew that the small-bodied goat and the dog were not strong enough as he could 
easily defeat the heavy weight animals. So without any hesitation, he killed the goat and feasted on its 
meat. When the tiger turned to the dog for his next meal, the dog challenged the tiger for a test by asking 
the tiger to prove that he is strong. The tiger readily accepted the task thinking it as another easy test of 
fun. The dog asked the tiger to take a pointed rock and hit himself on the leg and see if he can endure the 
pain. The tiger in his pride immediately took a rock and hit it against his leg but the pain was so severe that 
he gave a loud painful growl. The tiger later accepted that he was defeated in the test and therefore, he 
exempted from eating dog's meat till today. 

How the boar begin to eat crops from the field 

Once, a tiger and a tortoise were 
intimate friend. They would share almost 
everything. One fine day they went for a 
walk in the forest. The day was hot so after 
a long walk, the tiger was very tired, 
thirsty and hungry. He couldn't find even a 
single spring or food around to satisfy his needs. At last, he asked his friend (the tortoise) to sacrifice 
himself as a gesture of their true friendship. The wish came so horrifying to the tortoise but he couldn't 
escape as it was his best friends' wish and he couldn't run away as it was very slow. The tortoise therefore, 
asked the tiger for a simple favour before he dies. The tiger was eager to know what the wish of the tortoise 
was. The tortoise requested the tiger to take a sharp rock and hit himself on its knee to see whether it hurts, 
after which the tiger was free to kill the tortoise for his meal. The tiger was so please with the wish and out of 
excitement took a sharp rock and hit his leg as per the instruction of the tortoise. The pain for the tiger was so 
severe that he couldn't moved his leg and he realized too late that he had been tricked by his friend. In his 
anger, the tiger kicked the tortoise with one of its leg and the later flew into a wild thorn bush. 



The tiger later left the place living the tortoise stuck among the thorny bushes. The tortoise was 
pierced with lots of thorns and wasted a considerable amount of blood from the wound but he could not 
free himself as he was entangled in the bushes. He cried for help but none came for almost a day. The next 
morning a wild boar happened to pass that area and he heard the cry of the tortoise. The tortoise pleaded 
for help to the boar promising him a gift. The wild boar was a kind-hearted animal so it helped the tortoise 
out of the thorn bush and nursed him to recovery. The tortoise in appreciation for the help told the boar to 
just look at the sky and run because it will lead him to the place of food. The wild boar simply obeyed the 
advice and so went staring towards the sky and he found himself in a field full of crops such as rice, maize, 
millets, etc. that’s how he found out his food and the boar also moved about with his face fixed at the sky. 

The Elephant and the Tru-Tre-O 

Once during the time when 
animals could speak to one another, a 
small bird 'Tru-Tre-O' (Sangtam) and 
an elephant had a big argument as to 
who is the strongest. The small bird 
boasts of being the strongest in the 
forest, and this maddened the big 
elephant. He could not digest the 
claim of the small bird and its 
strength. The animals of the forest 
heard their argument but could not 
conclude, so a competition was 
organized for these two animals to 
prove their strength. The competition was to cross a wooden bridge and in this course. The one who made 
the loudest cracking sound while crossing the bridge would be considered the victor. This challenge was 
accepted by both the animals. 

On the appointed day of the competition, all the animals gathered at the site to witness the event. In 
the midst of the loud cheers and claps the elephant came forward first to cross the bridge and as he stepped 
into the bridge, all the animals became quiet. The elephant in spite of being big and heavy did not make 
any sound on the bridge as he had a soft foot. Now the turn was for the Tru-Tre-O to prove himself to be 
the strongest. So as he was walked on the bridge the clever bird made a cracking sound through his vocal 
chord, this sound was heard by all the animals assembled there and thus, the Tru-Tre-O was declared the 
winner. The elephant was amazed at this and from that day on ward he never boast of his huge body nor 
does he claim to be a strong animal. 



The fisherman who turned himself into a snake 


The Sangtam have an old story which goes like this; there was once a good family. The whole 
family members were fed and looked by the husband who was a fisherman. In due course the villagers 
disclosed to the wife that her husband gets transformed into some kind of an animal. The husband 
sometimes goes for fishing 
alone and during such days, he 
catches huge quantity of fish. 

In the mean time, the wife also 
got suspicious of her husband's 
strange behavior as he always 
brought large catches of fish 
when fishing alone. One day as 
her husband goes fishing again, 
the wife prepared food for her 
husband. She began to follow 
him stealthily in order to see what her husband does. As her husband reached the river-side, he chose a 
spot where he made a fire and turned himself into snake and dived into the water to catch fish. He came 
out carrying many fishes and kept it on the ground and went into the water again. The wife hid in the bush 
and observed her husband turned into a snake to catch fish. She was horrified and immediately hurried 
back to the village. On reaching home, she quickly prepared meal for the children and ate it. She pledged 
her children not to eat the fish which their father would bring home. In the evening, the husband returned 
home as often loaded himself with heap of fishes. He unloaded and started to cook it for his wife and 
children. When the fish was cooked, he asked the wife and children to eat it but they replied that they had 
their food already and would eat it the next morning. However, the next morning also the wife and the 
children refused to eat the fish. 

The husband was deeply troubled because of his wife and children's attitude towards him. The 
fisherman suspected that his family members somehow knew his secret. He felt so miserable as they 
always looked at him with suspicion and therefore, he went to the river-side where usually he catches fish 
and turned himself into a fish (Ahrang). Therefore, the fish (Ahrang) looks very much like a human and 
even possesses a navel. So, even today this fish is not eaten by the Sangtam women folk. 

The story of two sisters and a singing tree 

Once there were two sisters. They were hard working and one day as they were returning from the 
field walking through the forest, they heard a sweet singing voice. The sisters were amazed at this 
because the singer was a tree in the forest. The song of the tree was so enchanting that they forget their 






tiredness. This happened almost everyday and likewise whenever these 
two sisters passes by the tree would bow down its branches and taught them a 
new song everyday. In fact the tree was a lover of one of the sisters. The tree 
get itself transformed into a tree during daytime and became a man at 
nightfall. As a man he would visit his beloved during the night and leave her at 
dawn and transformed into a tree so that he can sing for the two sisters. 

One day the two girls told this to their father. This worried the father 
as he thought the tree was a witch which was trying to lure his daughters. So 
the disturbed father went to find what actually the tree was up to with his 
daughters. In his investigation, he found that the tree could transform into 

man. This man would go to visit his daughter at night. The father kept on following the man but in 
morning the man went straight to the forest and gets himself changed into the tree. This amazed the father. 
He warned his daughters not to listen to the tree or go near it. Everyone heard the news of the singing tree 
and the people started to hear the tree sing. They decided that the tree be cut down so that the folk songs 
could be played in the village as a log drum. And during the pulling of this tree trunk a song is sung 
starting with a sound as E-YANG (in Sangtam which means T-R-E-E). The forefathers therefore, 
believed that the folk songs come from this tree. 

The Weasel and the Elephant 

The weasel a reddish-brown furred, a thin body and a short legged small wild animal was a target of 
insults for the huge bodied elephant. The elephant 
always put pranks on the meek weasel. The insults nl \ 
were unbearable and so the weasel challenged the \ \fSv 

elephant for a fight to prove who is mightier. The ^ -—Tjki 

elephant readily accepted the challenge. The big fight y \ 

between these two began with all the other animals \ jV 

watching as witnesses. The weasel was so clever that ' jfci ■ / #\ 

in the fight he went on top of the elephant body and bit 

him on the back. The elephant tried to shake off the / 

weasel but couldn't do so. The weasel was too quick wB HJV 

for the elephant as it could move from side to side and 

bit the legs, trunk and belly of the elephant. The 

elephant though stronger could not catch hold of the small smart weasel. In the fight, the elephant was 
badly wounded while the small weasel was unharmed. The long fight made the elephant lost a 
considerable amount of blood and ultimately succumbed to dead. The weasel was declared victor and fed 
on the flesh of the dead elephant. Thus, it is said even today that weasel can eat the meat of elephant. 


THE SUMIS 


AGHALOJIKUSA (Feast of Crow) 


In the past among the Sumis, the renowned warriors or person with outstanding wealth, with an 
objective of appeasing the Gods and gaining social status used to organize rituals characterized by hosting 
feast on extravagant scale. 


Yevishe Jakhalu of Ayemi clan of Surumi village has the reputation of hosting 53 feasts of such 
magnitude, which is truly remarkable and remained unsurpassed. These rituals are named after the entity 
it is meant to appease. For instance, Aphikusa could mean hosting the Demons, Awulojikusa means 
hosting the fowl and Aghalojikusa means hosting the crow; Topulojikusa means hosting hordes of 
women. In such rituals, it is claimed that the benefactor spirit actually used to participate and this lends an 
ethereal setting to all these rituals. Narrations and records show that Yevishe, perhaps is the only person 
that observed these rituals. For this ritual, he had the entire forest of Akuboqa cleared and all the trees 
pruned. He then loaded all the trees with packets of Rice, wine and meat. After strict instruction to all the 
villagers to keep a low profile, he along with the priest embarked on a ritual to appease the crows. The 
extraordinary nature of this ritual is no crow ever inhabits those areas. 

In spite of frantic and pronged rites, no sign of any crow was forthcoming. In desperation and 
anxiety, Yevishe exclaimed, "alas! Where have we erred, what unfortunate shall befall on us!!" At this 
word, a small group of crows were sighted in the horizon flying towards him. At length, they settled on the 
trees, within no time this group was joined by what seems an endless stream of crows as if materializing 
out of nowhere. There was not an inch of space left on the trees. Having settled thus, there was an abrupt 
quietness which by itself was eerie. The onlookers were awestruck and puzzled over this sudden 
quietness. Then, out of the east appeared a frail and sickly crow with some feathers missing, fast 
approaching the congregation. 

It came, picked at the packets of offering and once again took to air and flew back to the east. As if on 
cue, the multitude of crow assembled went berserk over the parcel of rice, meat and wine offering. The 
feeding was so frenzied that their activities caused the entire air to tremble and created a terrible storm. 
Having satiated themselves, they flew back the way they had come. 




Yevishe was delighted and satisfied that the crow spirit is pleased and it is said that his wealth 
increased multifold. 

Dog’s Share 

In the days of the yore, there was a 
bitch with two pups. One day, the mother 
went out on a hunt. At length she 
cornered her prey in an abandoned 
burrow. In that same burrow, there was a 
partridge foraging for feeds. A crab 
taking refuge in the burrow pinched the 
partridge. The injured partridge took to 
flight and dashed against a plantain. A slumbering bat amongst the plantain leaves was startled and in its 
myopic flight zeroed in the ear of the wandering stag. This alarmed the stag and in its stampede, the 
unsuspecting foraying bitch was crushed to death. 

With no sign of their mother, the two agitated pups inquired of a man passing by, "where has our 
mother gone?" The man replied, "Alas! Your mother has been crushed to death, during her hunting spree, 
by a stag". 

To seek justice the two pups approached God and asked, "Between the heaven and the earth, who is 
the strongest?" God replied, "The tiger is the most powerful". So the two pups went in search of a tiger and 
found him. The tiger welcomed them and said to them, "Be my guest, and partake my wine and supper". 
The two pups took part the hospitality and bedded for the night. Long into the night, there was storm which 
frightened the all powerful tiger. The Tiger acknowledge that the Elephant is more powerful. The two pups 
on finding the Elephant offered the similar hospitality and as the night progressed, there came a storm 
again. The Elephant too was frightened. The Elephant declared that the Devil is the most powerful of all. 

The two pups started out afresh seeking for the devil. After a long and tiring search, they finally 
found the Devil in its hideous cave. On hearing their tragic story, the Devil took pity and offered them all 
possible comforts. After reveling in all the comforts thus offered, the two prepared to retire for the night 
but was distracted by some commotion. This prompted the two to start barking, by which, the devil 
quickly intervened and cautioned them, "sshh!!! Keep still or the man passing by may notice our 
presence". The Devil relented that the man, unquestionably is the most powerful between the heaven and 
the earth. The two pups were satisfied that their quest for the omnipresent has come to an end. They 
approached the man, related their sad loss and beseeched his assistance in avenging their mother's death. 

The man took pity on these two orphaned pups and laid out a plan to kill the erring stag. The 
following morning, the man asked the pups to fetch some water to wet his sharpening stone for honing his 



Dao (machete) and hunting spear. Thus equipped, they had a hearty meal and went down to river side 
looking for spoor of the stag. After encountering numerous foot prints, they finally located the spoor of 
the stag. One of the pups barked out, "this is the foot print of the stag that crushed my mother to death". At 
this, the man directed the two pups to stalk the prey and bring to him by saying thus, "if the prey is on the 
land, follow the land, if the prey is in water, and follow the water. The prey was successfully rounded up 
and brought in sight of the man by the river side. The man speared the stag to death. 

The spoil of the kill was shared among the hunter and the two pups. The two pups were given the 
flanks of the kill. The pups accepted the flanks and exclaimed, "These are the hooves that crushed my 
mother", and in their frenzy bit the ear of the dead stag and said, "This is the stag that killed our mother". 
Since then, the man and the Dog became inseparable up till today. The "Sumi" had been and is still 
practicing the hunting Dog's share of any successful kill. Failing to adhere to this tradition could invite the 
wrath and penalty of the Village governing body. 

Elephant And Porcupine. 

Long ago, an elephant had gone 
to a watering place in the rivulet. He 
noticed that the water had been 
muddied. He snorted in anger saying, 

"Who dares muddy the water I drink! 

Only my superior or equal shall have 
the right to do so. A Leopard cat, 
which was nearby was ordered to investigate and report back. The Leopard cat found a Porcupine busy 
pudding the river upstream and the Elephant was displeased with it. The Leopard cat addressed the 
Porcupine, "the mighty Elephant is of the opinion that any denizen of only his size shall have the right to 
share the river". In reply, the Porcupine said to the Leopard cat, "go tell the mighty Elephant whether he 
has quills as big and strong as mine". With that, he plucked a quill and gave it to the Leopard cat. 

The Leopard cat returned to the Elephant and said, "Oh! Mighty Elephant, he who is muddying the 
water upstream has sent a sample of his hair and want to know whether you have equally big and strong 
hair." The Elephant looked at the quill, then looked at his sparse, thin hairs and decided that the porcupine 
must be bigger and superior animal. With this conclusion, he admitted defeat and left the riverside. 

Cicada (Ghoi) A Metamorphosis Of An Orphan Baby Girl. 

This is a sad story of the Sumi's about a young orphan girl who changed into a spring homopterous 
insect called Cicada. 
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The story is set in the background of spring season. There lived a grown up sister and baby sister. 
They were orphaned. As they grew up, the elder sister fell in love. One day, they went to their field in 
preparation for planting new crops. As the day progressed, it was lunch time and the baby sister Ghoi, was 
hungry. She called to her elder sister, "sister, I am hungry, give me food". Her sister who was expecting her 
beloved for lunch told her little sister to wait for sometime. This continued so long that the baby sister 
could not tolerate further. Feeling dejected she tied a stripe shawl on her shoulder and called out to her 
sister, "sister, listen, I will climb up the tree and sing to you a song". 

Ghoi then climbed the tree waved sadly, took 
the form of insect, and started singing sweetly and 
sadly, "ghoi ghoi" .la! La! La!'. The anguished sister 
called out to Ghoi to come back but she flew away. 

The next morning, Ghoi was seen lapping the dew 
drops on the plantain and on the paddy field stalks. 

The elders sister beseeched her to return but Ghoi 
answered back, "It is too late, my dear sister, 
farewell". With this final farewell, she took to flight 
singing, "ghoi! ghoi! La! La! La! " and never return 
again. Even to this day, during spring the valleys and 
dales of Sumi country echoes with the sad song of Ghoi. This large insect is pale in colour, with 
transparent stomach and is believed to subsist on dewdrops. 

The Sumi's, by instinct, does not harm this insect believing it to be a metamorphosis form of an 
orphaned baby girl 

A Python Man (Grand Mushosu) 

In the olden days, a Sumi Village called SATAMI (Aghunato Area) lived an unusual man called 
MUSHOSU. In contrast to his contemporaries, who were all farmers, he was by profession a Fisherman. 
Change of season, climate, weather etc, never seems to influence his bountiful catch. There naturally 
existed a suspicion on the remarkable ability of this man. 

In due course, Mushosu married a fine woman and sired two Sons' and a daughter, and life was 
going as usual. One day the villagers decided to reveal the mystery surrounding Mushosu and approach 
his wife for her cooperation. Out of curiosity, his wife decided to keep a watch on his movement. At that 
time, a live coal ember, wrapped in wood shaving and grain husks used to be carried everywhere for his 
fire making purposes. In the same manner, Mushosu too was busily preparing himself to go on one of his 
fishing expedition. On the day, his wife filled his bamboo basket with sufficient grain husks. This 
eventually could leave a trial of her husband. After successfully locating him by the side of river TIZU, 
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she hid herself and spied on him. 

Unbeknown, Mushosu selected a spot by the riverside and started gathering drifts woods with which 
he made a big bon-fire. Having done so, he usually walks into the deepest part of the river and 
disappeared. At length the wife was astonished to witness the huge python slithering out of the same spot 
with wriggling fishes sticking all over its body. On coming ashore it give a big shiver and all the fishes fell 
on the ground. At this the python changed into Mushosu and he collected the fishes thus caught with his 
bamboo creel. After this, he again become the python and coiled beside the bon-fire. After warming itself 
sufficiently, it once again continued fishing in the same fashion. The astonished and agitated wife quietly 
fled home. She instructed her three children not to show sign of welcome to their father nor his catch, 
when he returned. 

At dusk, Mushosu returned his bamboo basked fully loaded with fish, but unlike other days, did not 
notice the excitement or the warmth from his wife nor his sibling. Being a quick witted man, he realized 
that his being a lycanthropy, is no more a secret and he said, thus to his wife "Oh! Now I know, you know 
my secret," and added " hurry, take the daughter along with you, and go out of the house immediately," 
with this last words, he took his Dao (Machete) and started hacking at the bamboo vessel used to store 
potable water. He than transformed into python and slither up the ceiling beams and coiled itself and 
waited. 

In an instant, the living area of house becomes slurry mud and water. The wife and the daughter 
barely managed to escape. On their safe exit, the entire house began to shake and the ground began to 
collapse successively leading into a stream. It is still said that the villagers could hear the sound of the 
wooden bed knocking on trees and rocks as the house alongwith Mushosu and two sons sleeted down to 
the stream then onward to meet the Tizu River. (The two sons probably become the python too). 

It is said that Mushosu took up residence in Tizu zubo, the deepest part of the river of that area but 
eventually had to shift to Tizu- Nalto 
confluence of the river is deep river 
because of its immense size. 
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home? And proceed along the riverside to go home. To her surprise and delight, she saw a shoal of helpless 
fishes just within her reach. She wasted no time and caught and bundled it home. That night her husband, 
Mushosu appeared in her dream and addressed her thus "You were not happy when I had brought fish 
home but today you were delighted when I sent some fishes your way for you and your daughter". 

It was said that very often, some fishermen and hunter used to see a gray old man by the riverside, 
either honing his cherished Dao or just strolling around. What happened to his two sons, no one knows. It 
is presumed that all three of them died a natural death- In human or python form. 

Note: the wooden bed that rolled down that fateful day was deposited at the bottom of Tizu-Nalto 
confluence and during the winter season, when water is low and crystal clear, its fossilized shape could 
still be discerned by the onlookers till as early as the mid 50's. 

Kasho Papu (Cuckoo) 

The Sumi's have their own version of the origin of KASHOPAPU (Cuckoo) The Story took place in 
the background of Kitami village, in a location called Punekita. According to the narration, there lived a 
man by the name of Kivigho. He was wealthy and boasted of sufficient land holding. He had a son named 
Kasho. 

When Kasho was still in his teens, his father died prematurely. As was the trend of that time, there 
was an all out rush to grab the land of late Kivigho forcibly on some pretext or the other. Young Kasho 
being inexperienced and vulnerable was finding great difficulty in dealing with all these evil designs. In 
an attempt to usurp young Kasho's properties, the village elders summoned him to a hearing requiring of 
him to prove his ownership of the land of his late father. Kasho felt cornered and defeated, since he did not 
know how to prove his claim. In this disturbed state, he went to bed. That night in his dream, his father 
Kivigho appeared and instructed his son," son, do not be dejected, tomorrow as you go to face the village 
elders, just take along with you a 
hoe for digging", and added," I will 
come as Kashopapu (cuckoo), you 
dig at places where I hopped onto, 
this will reveal your legacy". He 
continued further," son, always 
remember you shall sow your field 
only after I visit you". 

The next day, with renewed 
confidence young kasho set out, 
with a hoe, to confront the village 
elders. As planned, the elders 




challenged Kasho to prove his legitimacy over his lands. At this Kashopapu appeared and addressed the 
gathered elders," I am Kashopapu (father of Kasho) and I have come back from the realm of our 
forefather to prove my son legacy. He proceeded hopping from place to place . As instructed, Kasho 
dutifully started digging at all the spots Kashopapu had indicated. To the elders' utter surprise, wherever 
kasho dug was found buried ritual stone planted, indicating the demarcation of land holdings. Planting of 
this ritual stones are time honored as an irrefutable proof of ownership. The elders were dumb founded 
and left young kasho alone to his business. 

Having thus, freed of disputes, young Kasho proceeded to cultivate his lands. He heeded his father's 
advice. He initiated the sowing only after being heralded by the Kashopapu song. It came to pass that 
Kasho used to reap Bumper harvest even when the rest of the villager's crop failed. In succeeding 
seasons, the rest of the villagers too took to taking cue from Kashopapu for sowing. Even today, the Sumi 
farmer patiently awaits the first call of Kashopapu before proceeding for sowing of their field. 

Leopard Cat’s Dilemma. 

The character of Leopard cat is copiously entwined in the fabric of the Sumi legends woven over the 
ages. Here is another excerpt from the collection of such legends. 

One day, the wily Leopard cat gave a house call at Mr. Rooster's house. To his delight, he found only 
a young chick all alone at home. Feigning friendship, he asked the young chick where the father, mother, 
brother, sister roost at night. The innocent young chick gave the Leopard cat the entire tour of the house. 
Satisfied he left with a plan to return at night time. When the family members of the young chick returned 
home, she reported, "mother 
today a stranger with a short face 

and bulging eyes came visiting ‘ (Bk sTjj) 

and wanted to know where we all 

sleep at night", and proudly ^ 5 ? 

added, "I personally took him on a } **“***• 

tour of our entire house". The 

mother then instead of 

reprimanding her young one 

hatched a plan for the expected arrival of the Leopard cat. 

She started her scheme by smearing all their roost with their feces, she then wedged a Razor in 
between the patterns of their bamboo woven wall, thereon she proceeded to bury an egg in the hot cinder 
of their cooking place, kept an angry bee in water vessels, collected an army of angry red ants and spilled 
them over their lawn and gave a finishing touch to her strategy by introducing termites to the wooden 
bridge leading to their home. 


By nightfall, the Leopard cat eager for a sumptuous dinner made his way to the home of the 
Rooster. Stealthily he felt his way to the roost he had observed earlier in the day. As he groped in the dark, 
his paws fell on the feces, the mother hen had smeared. In disgust, he tried to wipe it on the wall where the 
hidden razor inflicted a severe cut. To assess the extend of cut, he went rushing to the fireplace and blew 
on the cinders. At the sudden increase in heat, the egg buried burst and threw the ashes squarely on his 
face. With the searing heat of the hot ashes on bare flesh and stinging eyes, he reached for the water 
vessel to wash his face, but instead was greeted by an angry buzz of an imprisoned bee which stung him 
all over. In agony, he went rushing out of the house and rolled on the cool grass for relief. But alas! the 
seemingly cool grass was swarming with angry red ants that crawled all over his body and not an inch 
was left un-stung. In his throes of unexplainable pain, he fled the site of torture and tried to make good his 
escape through the bridge. All these time, the termites had thoroughly done their job. The bridge could 
not support the weight of the Leopard cat and collapsed. The Leopard cat fell deep into the roaring 
torrents of a river below and was never heard of thereafter. 

Leopard Cat And The Otter 

Long time ago, in a Sumi fable, there used to be a leopard cat and an otter who were good friends. 

One day, Leopard cat said to the otter, 

"friend lets us steal a fat hen for dinner'. The ^ 

otter agreed. That night they stealthily t 

approached the coop but the alert hen raised 

an alarm. At this the owner came out looking • a 1® 

for the thief. The Leopard cat being adapt to B 

such a situation quietly slipped away. The 1 ^ 

inexperienced otter ran into the house of the m T ) 

owner, wherein it was cornered and thrashed \\ Bl\JI 

badly with the flaming torch and somehow he 

escaped. 

Realizing that his friend deserted him in times of difficulty, the otter decided on a plan to teach his 
Leopard cat friend a lesson. 

The Otter proposed to go fishing at which his friend agreed. On reaching the river, the Otter told his 
friend to catch his tail and dive after him. The otter being in its natural elements had no trouble finding a 
fish. The Leopard cat though helpless in the water was ashamed to come out without a catch and kept on 
struggling until it caught a minnow. In the process it had foolishly depleted all the air and was drowned. 
On being pulled ashore, the Otter noticed the grimace of the death Leopard Cat and exclaimed,’ why my 
friend, there is no reason to be so happy or proud for catching a minnow’. 
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Leopard Cat And The Squirrel. 

In a Sumi fable, there lived a Leopard cat and a Squirrel who were good friends. One day, the 
squirrel said to his friend, the Leopard cat, "friend, let us go and collect rood chamber". With this they set 
out. High in the tree top, they noticed a rood chamber. The squirrel being an expert climber proposed that 
he will climb the trees and instructed his friend thus, 'on my signal, you called out there!' and beat your 
breast'. 

Obediently the Leopard cat, on signal from the squirrel, started yelling and beating his breast. On 
noticing it, the swarm of angry bees attacked him and was left badly hurt and angry. The Squirrel on 
noticing that his friend was furious decided to stay on the treetops. Since then, the squirrels have been 
living on the treetops up till this day 

Squirrel And Quail Friendship. 

In the infancy of the time itself, there lived, 
a squirrel and a quail that were fast friend. One ^ 

day they decided to venture out and inspect the K 

traps set by man. As they were listlessly 

wandering, the Quail was accidentally ensnared Wf fTSmf 

by a hidden trap. On seeing his friend trapped, ^ ^ j ^ ^ 

the squirrel feverishly gnawed at the string of the ^ 

trap and sprung it free. On being freed, they ■ 

prepared to continue onward. The Quail said to ■'* 

the squirrel, "Friend, I am slightly incapacitated, 

so you take the lead." The Squirrel obliged. It so happened that they unsuspectingly walked into 
another trap. This time, it was the squirrel that was ensnared. The Quail was distressed but could be of no 
assistance as she was not equipped for such exercise and with a sad heart witnessed the death of his 
friend. 
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Moral 


The ’Sumi' refer to the 


substance-less friendship a " Squirrel and 
Quail friendship". 

The Dove And The Green Pigeon 

Long time ago, in the Sumi legend, 
there lived the mother of all Pigeon called 
"Kuduli" She had two sons, the Dove and the 
green Pigeon. The Dove was from the first 








marriage and the green Pigeon was from the second marriage. Hierarchically, the Dove was always 
given the first preference. 

As years pass by, the mother Kuduli attained a ripe old age. One day she sensed that her end was at 
hand and so she called her elder son, the Dove and said, "my dear son, as the day begins, you hasten to my 
side, and I shall bestow on you my blessing and give you a distinguished bearing'. The green Pigeon 
overheard the conversation between her mother and her elder brother. 

At the break of dawn the following day, the wily green Pigeon was the first to be at the mother's 
side. Without any ado, mother Kuduli proceeds to clothe her son in green and blessed her son saying,' go 
forth, let the sweetest and juiciest fruits be your regular fare'. Blessed thus, the green Pigeon set out. 

The lazy dove finally arrived much later all red and bleary eyed. Mother Kuduli was so annoyed 
that she cursed rather than bless by saying,’ may you exist amongst the filths and subsists on those filths'. 
Then on, the dove was to be found in the vicinity of human habitation and favors places where human 
relieve themselves and picking on left over, whereas the beautiful green pigeon is to be found in 
undefiled forest picking on bounty of the nature. 

The Sumi does refer to the Slovene and tardy person as" the Dove". The story related above 
probably influenced the usage of this facsimile in sumi vocabulary. 

The Stag And Its Tail. 

Amongst the sumi tribe is a popular story of a stag and its 
tail. It goes this way 

Once upon a time, there was a Golden Languor who 
wanted to take part in a traditional warrior dance. To complete 
the dancing attire it needed a bushy tail. He therefore 
approached the Stag with a bushy tail and requested the stag to 
switch their tail for the occasion. The Stag obliged and parted 
with his bushy tail for a short stump of a tail, 

It happened that Langur never bothered to return the 
borrowed tail and the stag was compelled to carry on with the 
Langur short, insignificant tail. In its desperate attempt to lengthen the tail, it took a portion of its liver 
and attached it to the short tail. 

This is the reason why the tail of a stag is boneless and rubbery to touch like that of liver. 
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Thochi 


In the days of yore when mankind was 
subsisting mainly on hunting, there lived a 
very renowned Sumi hunter called, 

"THOCHI". He had a hunting Dog called, 

"Shihato", which is an equally remarkable 
hunting Dog. The duo never failed to fell a 
prey even when others had failed. One fateful 
day, the duo as usual set out for hunting. They 
came upon a Porcupine and began to stalk it. 

The Dog outpaced Thochi, the Hunter, and ran 
deep into the forest in pursuit of its prey. The 
Porcupine took refuge in a strange looking cave and the Dog followed suit. 

Thochi, who was left behind caught up and taking a cue at the barking sound of his Dog went into the 
cave too. He found his precious Dog deep in the cave. With the re-union complete, they retraced their way 
back, but to their horror, they discovered a huge rock blocking completely their escape. All attempt to find 
their way out failed, wearied and dismayed, Thochi addressed the Rocky barrier as such, "oh! Great 
stone! take me but spare my precious hunting Dog". Having implored thus, he extracted all his ornaments 
(befitting a warrior) and adorned his Dog instead and said," hurry home to your mother and inform her of 
my sad plight". In an instant, with a mighty rumble the great boulder shifted making possible for the Dog 
to pass through. The obedient Dog ran all the way home. The wife of Thochi noticed the ornaments of her 
dear husband and realized that something was amiss. She along with her entourage hurried to the spot, led 
by the faithful Dog and found the imprisoned Thochi. However hard they tried, they could not budge the 
gigantic boulder. 

For nine days, Thochi was supplied with food and basic amenities through a small opening. On the 
tenth day, Thochi unable to withstand the isolation and stench ofhis own excrement made a decision. That 
night, the wife of Thochi had a strange dream. In her dream, husband appeared to her and said, "whenever 
I see a hunting group on a foray, I shall call out, i-thochiu, i-thochiu he-he-he" as an encouragement to the 
hunting Dog. 

The next day, to her astonishment, she found that Thochi was no longer inside the Cave but on a tree 
nearby she spotted a bird calling out, "i-thochiu, i-thochiu he-he-he" resigned and with a heavy heart she 
went home a widow. Even today, as hunters go on expedition they will often hear the bird Thochiu (named 
after Thochi) calling out to the hunting Dog. 



Grandmother Rochilla 


Apuza (Grandmother) Rochilla, as is popularly referred by the sumi’s, was the daughter of a fierce 
warrior Xugha. She grew up to be a fine young woman. One day none of her folks could go to field, so she 
set out alone for the day work. By noon, she was tired and took rest under the cool shed of a tree. As she 
was resting, a pair of Amulu (Crested swift) appeared and hovered over her. At that instant, she 
experienced an extraordinary sensation coursing through her entire being and she was profoundly 
amazed and astonished. In this state of bewilderment, she returned home. As time elapsed, to Rochilla's 
consternation, she discovered that she had somehow conceived without any conjugal relationship. 

On learning of Rochilla's condition her father Xugha was furious, since he was convinced that 
Rochilla’s must have had an extramarital affair and has dishonored not only the family but the entire 
Clan. His anger unabated, he decided to kill his daughter to restore the honour. The Kit and kin of 
Rochilla took turn in concealing Rochilla and giving her refuge. Thus went the days, weeks and months 
and finally the day for birth arrived. 

Fearing the wrath of Xugha, her relatives secretly took her to a location in the forest far away in the 
village; where she gives birth to a boy. Leaving the baby boy in the forest, she returns to the village not to 
arouse any suspicion. But in no time, the secret was out and Xugha summoned his daughter and 
demanded the truth. She relented and admitted the birth of a son. Fortunately for Rochilla, a birth of a 
baby boy was considered auspicious and for this reason, Xugha left aside his anger and decided to go to 
the forest and bring back his grandson. When Xugha along with his retinue reached the spot, they were 
surprised to see the crested swifts busily feeding the baby boy. This event cleared all doubts in their mind 
that Rochilla was after all telling the truth all the time. Xugha nursed the boy and he named called the boy, 
Mulunu (son of Amulu) and also declared that henceforth the descendants of Mulunu shall be called 
"MURU". Today, the 'Mum 'are well established clan, and they cherished the memory of their 
grandmother Rochilla. 


THE YIMCHUNGRU TRIBES 


FOLKLORES 


The lesson learnt from the three monkeys 

Long ago, so says a Yimchungru tale, three monkeys were sitting on a tree. At that time, a father and a 
son who had gone to the jungle saw the monkeys. The first monkey was closing its mouth with its two 
hands while the second monkey was closing its ear and yet the other was closing its eyes. On seeing the 
monkeys, the father and son started discussing about the different actions of the monkeys they had seen. 


Son 

Father 

Son 

Father 

Son 

Father 

Son 

Father 

Son 


"Father, what are these monkeys doing?" 

"My dear son, through these monkeys we can learn many lessons. So let me tell you what 
they are doing." 

"Father why is the first monkey closing its mouth with both the hands?" 

"Well, the first monkey is closing its mouth with both hands because through our mouth 
we utter harmful words which hurt other people's feelings. So, the first monkey says 
that he will never say bad words about others." 

"Father, whenever any bad feeling comes to my mind, I will remember these monkeys 
and will not speak any ill about others. But then father, what is the second monkey doing 
by closing its ears with its fingers?" 

"Very good my dear son, the monkey shows that action because he does not like to hear 
bad words which hurt him as well as others." 

"Well, I will do the same as the monkey does but then what is the third one doing by 
closing its eye with the hands?" 

"I will tell you son, by seeing with the eyes people are tempted to commit many evil things 
and so the monkey shows us to avoid these things." 

"Very well father, I have learned many good lessons through these three monkeys.” 



The Bat and Animals: 


Once there was a war between the animals and 
the birds. All the animals, great and small, gathered 
together to fight for the war on one side while all the bids 
on the other side. But the bat remained neutral. When the 
birds requested him to join them he replied, “I am an 
animal. I cannot join you.” And fled away hurriedly. And 
when the animals asked him to take their side he simply 
told, “lama bird” and with these words he fled away. He was rather seeking an advantage to join the 
victorious party. 

At last both the parties arrived at a peaceful settlement without any bloodshed. Then the bat 
thought of joining the birds but they did not accept him. Disappointed he went to join the animals who 
instead of accepting him threatened to kill him for his cunningness. Helpless he ran away for his life. 
Now the bat realized his fault and was very much ashamed of it. Since then bats never dare to show their 
faces during the day time. 

The Wild-Cat and the Cock: 

In olden days, the wild-cat was 
quite afraid of the cock specially on seeing its 
huge feathers. The wild-cat mistakenly 
thought the feathers was its mouth through 
which the cock crowed loudly. The wild cat 
was the enemy of the other friendly animals. 

One day wild-cat approached the cock and 
said, “Come, lets be friends from today.” 

“Sure, you are welcome,” pat came the reply 
from the cock. Then the two of them 
proposed to have a meal together, sharing and putting food into each others mouth. The wild-cat 
stretched out towards the cock's feathers, to exchange food thinking that it was its mouth. But the cock 
told the wild-cat, “Well, my friend those are my feathers, my mouth is here. Only then did the wild-cat 
realized its mistake and now it understood that the cocks head and mouth were very small compared to 
its structure. Thus, the wildcat became courageous and killed the cock. Since then domestic animals like 
fowls, cocks and birds are eaten by the wild-cats. 





The Man and the Wolf: 


In the olden times, the wolf lived with its owner in the 
house. Like the dogs, the wolf lived according to its own 
sweet will. However, it listened and obeyed its owner 
dutifully whenever the latter gave orders. But as time went 
on, one day the wolf killed a child in the village. It ate the 
flesh of the child and then brought the finger of the dead 
child to the house. At that time, the owner was also returning 
from the field. When he saw the finger of the child in the 
house he got so angry, that he began to search for the culprit. 

Lastly, the man saw the wolf with the swollen stomach sleeping in a comer of the house. As the man 
came nearer, he saw that the wolf was much bigger than its usual size; thereby he came to understand that 
the wolf was the one who had killed and eaten the flesh of the child. Thus, when the master was suspecting 
the wolf, news came to him from his neighbours saying, "One of the children has been eaten by the wolf 
today." Hearing that, the man in anger tried to kill the wolf but it ran away from the house. The wolf then 
informed its other friends in the village about the unfortunate incident. The villagers then started 
discussing about the threat posed to them by the wolf and have decided to do away with the wolves. But 
before it was done all the wolves ran away to the jungle. 

In the meantime, on hearing the sound of men as they chased the wolves, some of the younger 
wolves mistakenly heard as if the men told them to keep some pieces of meat aside for them on the road. 
The men actually called the wolves to come back from the jungle but the wolves did not listen to them and 
never went back to live with men. However, as a token of gratitude to their previous masters, the wolves 
made it a point to leave some pieces of meat whenever they kill other animals which is seen till this day. 

The squirrels: 

Long time ago, all the squirrels convened a 
meeting to discuss about a secret thing that they wanted 
to overcome. The fact was that man recklessly killed 
thousands of animal everyday but they - the squirrels 
were not noticed nor killed by man. Since they were very 
small in size, people were not able to see them. Even if 
man saw them they were not shot at with guns or bows 
whereas the other animals were killed with the same. 

This action of man greatly offended the squirrels and 




they felt insignificant. In protest, the 
squirrels decided to kill themselves by 
jumping into the river. As decided in the 
meeting, they all went and as they reached 
the river about to commit suicide, the 
squirrels were surprised to see the frogs 
playing in the river. The leader of the 
squirrels being the wise one advised the fellow squirrels not to jump into the river, as they should find out 
why the frogs were playing in the river. While observing they noticed that the frogs were even smaller 
than themselves and yet they could see right before their eyes - the frogs enjoying themselves with the 
fishes in the river. Eventually the squirrels realized that they too must enjoy living with other animals on 
earth, though small. 

Thus all the squirrels went to their own places - wiser and happier and till today they all live along 
with other animals on earth. Every living animal, big and small enjoy co-existing being endowed by 
nature with their own intrinsic characteristics. 

How and why the Elephant’s eyes became small: 

During the days of creation it was said that the eyes of the elephant was as big as the size of its body. 
Once the creator commanded the elephant "See the objects of the world-how does it appears before your 
eyes?" The elephant replied "the objects that appear before my eyes are very small and faint." The creator 
then told the elephant to have a look at the walking man and how it appeared to him. Then the elephant 
told his creator that the man too appeared to him like an ant walking on the earth. Then the creator made 
the eyes of the elephant smaller and again asked him how the size of the man appeared to him. The 
elephant replied "The man now looks bigger in size than before." The creator still made the eyes of the 
elephant smaller and smaller till the man appeared bigger and bigger before the eyes of the elephant. At 
last when his eyes became still smaller, the creator asked the elephant the same question, to which the 
elephant replied "the man before me looks like a giant -very-tall like a tree standing on my way". Satisfied 
with the answer the creator stopped re-modeling the eyes of the elephant. Thus, the eyes of the elephant 
became small, so that he is afraid of men and appeared to him like a giant both in stature and in size. 



/The goat and the fox: 

Once a goat was eating grass 
in the meadows. At that time a very 
hungry fox was also wandering in 
search of food. When the fox saw 
the goat he said to him "the goat is 
very healthy; I shall have her for 
food tonight." But on seeing the fox, 
the goat ran away sensing danger. 



Next morning they met again on the way and the fox politely asked, "Oh goat, what are you doing 
here?" The goat answered, "I am feeling hungry so I am eating grass, are you not feeling hungry?" The fox 
replied, "Well, I am feeling hungry so I came to eat you." Then the goat calmly said, "Of course, you can eat 
me but before that you must sing a song for me as I know that you are a good singer. After 1 listen to your 
song you may eat me." Hearing that, the Fox got excited and began to bark very loudly. Incidentally at that 
time there were two hunting dogs nearby and when they heard the sound of the fox, they chased after it and 
killed the fox. Now the goat was saved and in joy she exclaimed 'It is a good song you have sung for me!' 



THE ZELIANG NAGAS 


Human Transformed into AHornbill. 

Once, a woman died after giving birth to a boy child. The father married another woman and she 
became the stepmother of the boy. The boy grew to be a strong energetic lad. Farmers in the village form a 

company and help each other in field labor and go to each member's field 

\ in turn wise. Each member would carry its own midday meal and eat it 

together at noon in the field house. The lad was a member of such a 
company. Every time before he left for the field, his step-mother would 
bind for him midday lunch in banana leaf. Every time during lunch break 
he would sit in an isolated place away from the company and had his 
lunch. The lad was always seen eating his food with the help of a 
porcupine spike. He cannot eat his food with his hands as the other 
group did because his food was half mixed with rats' excreta and he 
would search the rice grains among the rat's waste and prick it to eat with 
the help of the spike. 

One day some girls in the company were curious to know why their comrade never ate his lunch with 
the company and one day when every one was busy in the days' work, the comrades stealthily unwrapped 
the lad's lunch bag and found that the rice was half mixed with rat's wastes. The girls took pity on him and 
contributed some rice among them and changed the lunch bag with full rice. During lunch break, the lad 
took his bag and went to an isolated place as usual. When he opened lunch packet he knew that his comrade 
were already aware of his secret. He protested that he would not eat the food. His comrades persuaded him 
but did not succeed. 

When evening came and it was time for the company to return home, the lad dragged and was left 
behind. In the mean time, two of his girl comrades waited for him and they were going home slowly. They 
had not gone far when then the lad stopped on the way and asked the girls to lend him their skirts (mekhela) 
for some moment. The lad wore it and asked the girls to lend him their shawls and he wore it too. Then he 
climbed a tree nearby and asked the girls how he looked like and the girls replied that he looked good. The 
lad climbed the tree one branch higher and asked the girls how he looked and they replied that he looked 
good. He went on climbing higher and finally reached the top and asked the girls how he looked form that 
high place and the girl replied the same. At last, the girls asked the lad to come down so as to proceed their 


journey home. The lad told them that he would not go home and asked the girls to go home without him. 
The lad told the girls that he would transform into a bird and said that he would visit them occasionally in 
the field. Finally, night was near and the girls returned home with a heavy heart. The lad made the skill his 
tail and the shawl his wings and flew away in the form of a hornbill. 

The Story Of an Orphan 

Once there lived an 
orphan who was very poor. 

One night in his dream he 
was told to sow pumpkin in 
his field and take a rope 
that was used for tying 
cattle to a nearby pond and 
cut it into small pieces as he 
could and throw it in the 
pond. The next day as he 
woke up, he took pumpkin 
seeds and went to his field 
and sowed it. On the other 
day, he took a rope that was 
used for tying cattle, cut the 
rope into small pieces, and threw it to the pond. The pumpkin in the field grew very healthy and bore 
unusually large fruit. He went to the pond to watch what was happening. He saw that the pieces of rope 
had turned into a mosquito like creature and had filled the pond. The next day he saw that a larger creature 
had been formed out of the mosquito like creature and had filled the pond. The creature increased in size 
and was growing even larger day after day. After some days, he saw another dream and in his dream he 
was told to fence the pond area as large as he could and build as many granaries as he could manage. He 
did all the things as told and to his surprise the creature in the pond had turned into a full grown Mithun 
(Bison), however the place could not accommodate all the cattle and some escaped and became wild 
buffalo. The pumpkin that was in the field was filled with paddy when he broke open the fruit and he 
filled the granary with the paddy. The man became very rich and one day he invited all the creatures in the 
earth and the story of origin of life on earth was thus formed. 

Story Of Origin of Life On Earth 

The Zeliang Nagas have a lengthy story of creation of life on earth. The character of various species 
of wild life is narrated in one bulk of a lengthy story of creation or origin. 
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Hemang was the 
main character in the 
story of origin of life 
forms on earth. Hemang 
was a man and known to 
be an orphan however he 
had a godly or superior 
character among life 
forms on earth. On an 
appointed day all 
creatures assembled at 
Hemangs' house for the 
feast. At the gathering, 

animal were ranked and tiger was the first on the line and next was the stag, and a wild boar in the third 
row. However, the stag laughed and it was sent to the third row while the wild boar took the second 
position in the line. As a result of the commotion created by the stag, the feast was postponed to the next 
day. The feast resumed the next day and lasted for seven days. 

After the feast was over, the host Hemang disguised himself into an ordinary man and went to the 
village gate to ask the returning creatures of how much they enjoyed the feast and how satisfied they 
were? He asked a cow how the feast was and the cow replied that the feast was good however because of 
the multitude of invitees there was too much of rush and it could not eat well. Then the disguised host told 
the cow to chew cud the whole of its life and never be full with satisfaction in eating its food. And to this 
day cattle chew cud. The host asked the tiger how much it had enjoyed and it replied that the feast was 
grand however it could not take home any left over, and the host told the tiger to wander from one place to 
another for its sustenance. At last, human came and he was asked the same question. The man answered 
that he had never had that much in his life time and was very satisfied with the feast, and the host was 
happy on the man and blessed him with a boon. The host said that the man would rule the earth, and all 
creatures will live under his superior leadership. 



Why Toad had Warts All Over Its Body: 

On the day of the gathering various issues pertaining to the nature were discussed. In one such 
discussion they discussed as to how a bamboo should look like because this plant were to be utilized by 
man to make various materials. On this topic a toad gave its suggestion saying that bamboo should be 
without nodes which should be slim and be very tall however one of the birds objected and said that it 
should have nodes so that man could make use of it for various purposes. This suggestion of the bird was 



like by all and every one appreciated it. The toad again made another 
suggestion that bamboo should be very tall and reached the sky but 
no one liked the idea however the bird said that it should not be taller 
than big trees and it was adopted. The toad always came out with 
stupid ideas and creatures sitting near it would pinch it and so toads 
have warts all over its body. On the other hand, whatever the bird 
said were accepted by all. The bird been very clever and was of the 
size of a healthy fowl, every creature came and caressed it in 
appreciation of its wisdom and so its size reduced to a small bird. 

The Bird That Foretell Future By its Song 

The bird sings in various tongues and people derived certain omen associated with its song. When 
the bird is seen singing on the left side of the path that farmers or person tread, then it is a good omen. If a 
person sees it on the left side of the path, it is believed to be good luck for hunters. In the olden time, 
while going to a war when the warriors met the bird on the left side of the path leading to the battle 
destination, their courage was even more boosted in the belief that they would return home victorious. If 
a farmer see the bird on the right side of the path then they expect good news at home however when the 
bird is seen on the left side of the path on their return homeward then they would expect bad news when 
they reach home. This tradition is still believed to a certain extend among the M 

Zeliang village folks. m 




Selection of King Bird 

The meeting at Hemang's place also selected the king of 
birds. Among the birds, a hombill was one of the contestants. 
They were good friends and slept together a night before the 
contest. The king was to be selected among those which wake 
up first in the morning. Very early in the morning, the owl 
howled while still sleeping under the hombill's wing and the 
hombill shouted and spread its wing and an owl flew out from 
under the hombill's wing. The observers felt that the hombill 
has lice in its body and decided that a dirty bird could not 
become their King and the hombill was disqualified. 

There was another bird which is black in color. This bird has 
long tail feathers and have very loud tone cry. This bird is of 
the size of a pigeon and was assumed to be a clean bird unlike the Hombill. The 
black bird was finally declared as the King bird. 
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Human Transformed into an Elephant 


Once there lived an orphan in one ^ 

village. He lived alone in a small hut. One lfi 

day he kept meat upon his hearth to dry. A la 

piece of meat got transformed into a m ' 

knowledge of it. He went to his field daily It ■N 

and one day when he returned home late J/K HL II 

from the field tired and exhausted, he UJ 

found his house being cleaned tidy and his HT 

dinner cooked. He was surprised to find 

such things happening at his house /.. Jjf -— 

because he did not expect anyone to come l/* VS Y\ _:T 

and help him in any way. This continued -i — — - \\ Jy ~z. 

for sometime. One day the man pretended 
to go to field and waited behind his house 

to see who this gracious person was helping him unexposed. As evening came, a beautiful woman 
appeared in the house and started her daily chores as had been doing it for sometime. The man entered 
and caught the woman and the woman told the man of her origin and asked the man not to reveal it to 
anyone and only if he could keep his promise then she would stay with him for the rest of her life. 
However, one day they had a quarrel and when the husband was out, the woman took wooden log 
containers and made them legs. She made her body with a bamboo mat that people use it to spread paddy 
in the sun. She use a bamboo weaved basket for its head. All her clothes were used to create its body 
muscles and she went away into the forest transformed into an elephant. 
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The Banyan Tree 

In the old times, there was 
a belief that plants and 
animals could communicate 
with each other, and plants 
were mobile. They would 
move from one place to 
another in search for a 
suitable place to settle down 
and grow as a fledged tree. 


The Banyan was one such tree that wandered from one place to another in search of a place to live. It 
roamed to far-off places to look for a suitable host on which it would like to stay. Whenever it found a 


suitable place of its choice it would request the host tree to let it sleep on its trunk for a night. When the 
host tree agreed, it stayed on for the rest of its life. This plant continued to live on the host tree until the 
host is totally wiped out of its existence. This parasitic plant does not have a host belonging to a 
particular species. It would stuck-on to live on any big tree. 


Asa and Chuberwang 

Long ago there lived a King called "CHUBERWANG" in the land of spirit. The King had a very 
beautiful queen named "KAIMADILIU". They loved their subjects and they lived happily together for 
years. The King was known for his possession of a very important tree called "Sailangsing" (Tree of 
life). This tree grew in the middle of the Kings' palace and it served as one of the pillars post of his palace. 
The tree was in the middle of the palace and so no one could cut it or procure it. 

There was one person named Asa who wanted to get the tree of life to attain immortality however it 
was not possible for him even to get near the tree. Asa thought of a plan to have that tree. He transformed 
himself into a bean and entered the womb of the queen in order to be bom as his son. The queen then 
discovered that she was pregnant. The King was furious by the news because he did not expect his wife 
to be conceived by him during that time. The King thought that his queen had some other man in her life 
and was not willing to accept the child in her womb. However, with great difficulty the queen could 
finally convinced the king saying that, she has never known another man except him. 

The queen gave birth to a handsome baby 
boy. The baby was no other person but Asa who 
had transformed himself into a bean and had 
entered the queen's womb. Now, Asa's first plan 
was fulfilled for been able to be part of the 
Kings' family. He would gradually learn the 
location of the 'tree of life' and make plan to 
procure it. Asa was bom to the King and the 
king let him live in his home but was always 
suspicious of Asa because of his unique 
behaviour. However, the King did not know 
that his son Asa was ordinary child who had the 
intention to loot his precious possession - The 
Tree of Life. 

When Asa grew up he learned that the 



plant of immortality was located in the middle of the house with its trunk as one of the pillars. Asa 
enquired his grand mother how he could take this plant of life and the grandmother told him everything 
about the tree. He learned that the tree could not be cut with a special axe which the King had kept 
hidden at the top of the main post of palace. 

Using his experiences, intelligence and wittiness Asa made a protected house with light current of 
water called "Asa Reit". He made the way in a very zigzag manner that it circled around to reach the 
centre of the hidden place. It would puzzle any one who entered the centre of the Asa reit. He also made 
friendship with three other kings, namely the king of Paona, the king of Kebung and the king of Kisha to 
help him in carrying out his plan. These three Kings were king of their respective mountain habitat. 

One day the king "Chuberawang" went to far away country and his queen went to attend some 
important engagement in the jungle. Asa took the hidden axe and chopped part of the tree of life then 
fled to the king of Paona with the tree of life for help. This made a noise like thunder, which cautioned 
Chuberwang to rush home to protect his precious property. On knowing that the commotion was the 
handiwork of Asa, Chuberwang set out to search for Asa, went to the king of Paona however, by that time 
the king of Paona had sent Asa to the king of Kebung. He wanted to help Asa so he delayed Chuberwang 
by offering him food and drinks and narrated many stories and later sent him to the king of Kebung 
however, Asa had left Kebung and had gone to the king of Kisha to get help. When Chuberwang came to 
the king of Kebung he was again detained for a long time. And this was how Asa succeeded in getting the 
"tree of life" 

Reuben Bird 

A particular Species of bird locally named "Reuben" has a unique behavior. It is never seen 
perching on a branch facing human being. Whenever that bird was found facing toward people, it 
signifies a bad omen to the person who saw it. When that bird was met on the way to the field, a person 
would return home in a fear that the day would bring bad luck. 

Slow Loris 

Slow Loris was a rare animal found in the Zeliang forests. This animal lived in high trees and 
moved slowly. It was a variety of monkey but smaller in size. Hunters never killed this animal, not even 
for fun. The animal was believed to belong to a very ancient time. It was believed that the animal cannot 
die easily; it struggles a lot to breathe its last. Therefore, people do not even like to touch the animal in 
the fear that they too would struggle like the animal when they die. Young people are not even 
encouraged to see the animal. However, in the present time young people not only hunt it in a game but 
also consume the meat of the animal. That old belief is no more preserved today however, old people 
hold the tradition and advice young people not to breach the old belief so as to avoid dire consequences 
of natures'wrath. 
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The traditional Zeliang society did not have any direct method of wild life or habitat preservation. 
However, there were some indirect ways by which hunting a particular species of birds or animals was 
restricted. Folk stories attached with some kind of beliefs were narrated to the people to restrict hunting 
or killing of that species. For instance, birds like the eagle, the hombill, the owl etc were regarded as 
ancient birds and therefore young people should not eat it. This belief restricts the young people to 
hunting those birds. The interest to shoot those birds declined because even when that bird was shot it 
will not be eaten and therefore do not want to kill it. If at all the bird was shot it would be given away to 
old people. The old people in the Village were allowed to eat the meat of those ancient birds. In one hand, 
those birds were rare and were not found abundantly and with this view the traditional society might had 
created such stories to preserve the species. On the other hand, old people were unable to go out for 
hunting and hence lack nutritious food to supplement their diet therefore those birds were preserved for 
old people in the village. 

The Zeliangs also have certain places or forest areas that were preserved since time immemorial. 
They have a kind of belief that certain areas in the jungles were haunted or infested with ghosts. For 
instance, Mount Paona, Mount Kisha and mount Kebung were few places that had spirit in charge that 
look after their respective mountains. The biodiversity in these areas were said to be enormous and fauna 
very rich however no man had the nerve to explore such areas in fear of disappointing the spirits. Mount 
Paona was heard been visited by human being in so many occasions, they attribute the finding of an edible 
grass in this mountain which are taken home and grown for vegetable till today. 


Chapter - II 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 


Some similar folktales are found in all tribes with few variations. Folklores vary from one tribe to 
another as the place of settlement varies. Among numerous folktales and folklores, many tribes share 
similar narrations, however, version differences occur from one tribe to another. The story of a human 
being transformed into a monkey is talked in some folk stories but the kind of person that turned into a 
monkey varies. For example, among the Khiamnuingan, a brother and sister turned into a monkey and 
while the Konyaks attribute it to an orphan and the Chakhesangs, to a group of field workers company 
that turned into monkeys en-mass. Still among other tribes, the story of monkeys is talked. This shows 
that the ancient people have a perception that monkey and man share some common affinity. Although 
no version in the folktales talked about man and monkey belonging to one common ancestor. In the 
modem knowledge of the origin or evolution of man, it is proposed that man and monkey share a 
common ancestor and that man is the result of the evolution processes through million of years. However 
in the case of the ancient Naga folktales, it talks about man turning into monkey through supernatural 
process. The folktale does not aim at explaining the origin of man or of monkey and the story might have 
been narrated for the sake of amusement however one can deduce from the stories that ancient people 
had presumed of man and monkey having some common affinity once upon a time in the past. 

The story of tiger is talked among all tribes. The people presumed the tiger as a ferocious and 
brave animal. Sometime people metaphorically assign a brave person to a tiger. The plenty of stories 
pertaining to tigers suggests its abundance in the Naga forests once upon a time. Story of a tiger's close 
association with man is found in some tribes' folktales. For instance in the above collected folk-stories, 
it is found that the Ao Nagas and the Rengma Nagas talks about a story of a man, a tiger and a spirit that 
lived as brethrens once upon a time. Still among some tribes, people belief that human spirit wanders in 
j ungle taking the form of a tiger and some belief in its existence till today. 

The Nagas like to narrate stories of plants and animals to their young ones during spare time 
before going to bed. Stories were once upon a time created in the past. The stories might have been told 
for amusing children and contains supernatural elements however it depicts their knowledge of the 
behavior of those animals and plants in story. These stories were told in succession generations down to 
the present day generation in the form of what is termed as 'the oral tradition' in the present educated 
world. The animals, birds, and plants that had appeared in any story show its close association with the 
past Naga societies. For instance, the character and behavior of a Cuckoo bird in one of the stories of 
Rengma folktale tells that the Cuckoo has one strip of intestine and the bird seemed to be wide awake in 
the middle of the night and sings, however in actual it sings in its deep sleep, shows the people having 
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indebt knowledge of the bird. Still in one story of the Aos' and Sumis where a particular bird sings 
different tone in different season and by which the sowing time is come shows the keen observation of 
the people in the behavior and activities of other living creatures besides his fellow being. 

With regard to the question of as to what extent the primitive people had utilized their knowledge 
of wildlife in their daily activities can be expressed in the traditional and indigenous knowledge system 
of wildlife around him. For instance, a particular bird identified as Cuckoo was the time keeper; every 
activity of cultivation practice is well guided by this bird. When this bird gives a distinct sound, it is time 
for sowing seeds in the new field. Among the Ao Nagas, Tragopan bird appears once in a year and it is 
known as heavenly bird. Its appearance is significant as it reminds of the people for preliminary 
preparation of Moatsu festival. Cicada is an insect that appears during spring time when seeds start to 
germinate. The most significant and all time utility time keeper is a rooster which every household tame 
for consumption. It craws with the rising of the Sun at dawn. Children who stay home as their parents go 
to their respective field listens to the craw of a rooster in the mid day and have their midday meal. 

Any folktale that has supernatural element can be regarded as a form of folklore. For example, 
the story of an exchange of horn between a Dog and Goat seemed to be a merely created story however 
through this story a kind of belief that Dogs once upon a time had horns. In yet another story it was 
believed that Dogs could talk like human however the power of speech was revoked by god in the 
context that it lived with man and killed many animals by hunting together and god feared that if it 
continued the ecological balance would be disrupted. In this story it is found that the primitive people 
were aware of ecological balance of their environment. Stories revealing the reasons why a particular 
species appears to be what it is now can be seen as to how god created it to be that way and in one sense 
many folk stories even though in piecemeal when clubbed together becomes more or less like a creation 
story. For example, the story of'why crabs has flat body, why Owls have fiat head, why rodents attack 
bam, why toads have warts all over its body etc. are put down in the form of folktales and the people 
holds it to be true in the context of the belief that some supernatural being had set it that way. 

It is found that no specific methods were employed as regard to conservation of wildlife in the 
primitive society however, it was done in the form of taboo and the breach of which was liable to be 
punished by supernatural power. In this regard it can be said again that primitive people had the 
knowledge of preservation of wildlife. To make the point more precise here are few examples by which 
the traditional Naga societies had utilized to protect and conserve their environment. They had the 
knowledge of rare and less abundant species. It was found in the present study that those wildlife species 
with lesser population were often tabooed to be killed in a hunt or eaten by man. For example, birds such 
as eagle, kite, owl, etc. were not served to young people because these birds were believed to belong to 
ancient time and if eaten by young people may bring bad luck. Hunting was an exclusive activity of 
young people and as a result ancient birds were preserved for old people who could not go out hunting. 
When young people go out hunting and get such birds they bring it for old people. In this way rare species 
of birds were protected from being killed by hunters. 
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Taboos pertaining to animals and birds: 

Birds like owl, eagle, kite, are regarded as ancient bird by many Naga societies and therefore it is 
tabooed for young people to eat its meat. However, in the present time such birds are considered special 
delicacy. Crow is another bird that is not eaten by many Naga tribes in the belief that the bird is unclean as 
it feeds on dead corpse. It also steals food from the field hut where farmers keep their midday meal. 
Therefore if that bird is consumed it is feared that its character may be inherited. 

Suggestions & strategies for conservation- 

Nagaland's biggest asset lies in her natural and Forest wealth. Traditional knowledge of herbal 
medicinal plant can be utilized to identify and preserve this area. The state must ensure immediate 
protection and conservation of its bio-diversity lest it becomes a victim bio-piracy. Adequate investment 
on documentation and research should be done for better exploration of various hotspot areas in the state. 
Nagaland bio-diversity, although very rich, is fragile and endangered due to the increasing population 
whereby the pressure to bring more land under cultivation is foreseen. 

Lack of marketing linkages has been one of the key disincentives of the fanners. Nagaland being 
an organic farming state that has taken heed to the clarion call of preserving and promoting mother- 
nature as such, the stepping activities is done along with the lines of nature. The improvement of other 
rural infrastructure specially, roads, better communication will greatly help in strengthening the 
Agriculture marketing network of this valley. Harness to the wide range of uses will raise the level of 
income and boost the economy of the state. The resources in this valley are the ultimate wealth of 
mankind. 

1. Hunting and poaching should be strictly prohibited and heavy fines imposed on those who commit 
such offense by involving the community. 

2. Poisoning of rivers and other water bodies should be totally banned as it threatens the entire 
environment posing an even greater risk to mankind. Perpetrators of such acts should be severely 
punished. 

3. Random destruction of forests should be kept under check by competent authorities as such 
activities destroy animals' natural habitat which in turn creates man-animal conflict. 

4. Awareness campaigns should be carried out in right earnest at the grass-root level with the active 
participation of the village community as they are the ones who live in close proximity with nature. 

5. The rural folks should be made aware of the threat of deforestation and encourage them to plant 
more plants. Seminars and workshops should be organized to propagate the knowledge of the 
cause and effect of global warming. 

6. Settled type of cultivation should be encouraged so that deforestation can be minimized. Most 
farmers believe that settled type of cultivation is the asset of rich people because it cost a lot of 


f money to construct a terraced field. Therefore, provisions of subsidies for initial construction of 
terrace fields should be made available to the farmers. 

7. Topics for seminars or workshops including those conducted in churches should include the 
importance of conservation, threats of environmental degradation, maintenance of ecological 
balance and its importance, sustainable developments etc. 

8. Plantation drives should be taken up on a war footing and the general public has to be made 
conscious of their civic duties and responsibilities in protecting the environment. 

9. Urbanization should also be planned in a systematic way so that it does not pose a threat to our 
already fragile environment. 

10. Heritage and other endangered sites should be ear-marked and protected. 

11. Creating wildlife and Biodiversity corridors by stringing together a network of community 
conserved areas. 

12. Documentation and preservation of gene pool. 

13. Habitat Management to support wildlife. 
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